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On the cover: 
Diffi cult to fi nd and see, let alone photograph, this LeConte’s Sparrow was beautifully captured by Laura 

Keene along the Wake Robin Trail at Mentor Marsh SNP, Lake, on 09 Oct 2010.

A prized fi nd for birders each fall, elusive Northern Saw-whet Owls are infrequently found outside dense 

cover during their movement southward, giving rare photographic opportunities like this striking individual 

captured by Ben Warner at Headlands Dunes SNP, Lake, on 10 Oct 2010.
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from our editors

Greetings, ohio Birders!

I hope you have enjoyed the last two issues of  The Ohio Cardinal. Since stepping in as editor, I have 

received helpful feedback from you on both the content and the organization of  the journal, and I 

thank you. I especially want to thank Bill Whan for his patience, guidance and never-ending support 

as I learned the ropes of  editing the Cardinal.  I couldn’t have done it without him.  Editorship of  the 

Cardinal and participation in the Ohio Ornithological Society has been a rewarding experience and I 

am grateful to have been part of  this team. Ohio has a rich ornithological history and it’s been a real 

pleasure working with and getting to know many of  you. 

The current issue of  the Cardinal is a collaborative effort between me and the incoming Ohio Cardinal 

Editor, Craig Caldwell.  Although new to the Editor’s chair, Craig has been on the Publications Com-

mittee and has been working behind the scenes on the past two issues.  As my workload has increased, 

I have had less and less time available to devote to the journal, and I am thrilled that he has offered to 

step in as editor.  Craig is an extraordinary birder, an excellent writer, and he has a long history (not 

saying that he’s old, you know) as a seasonal editor and contributor to The Ohio Cardinal.  I hope you 

will welcome him, as you did me, and support him as he continues to work hard to keep the Cardinal 

the great journal that it is.

     Thank you for a wonderful experience!

       Jill Russell

As I begin my tenure as Editor in Chief  I owe thanks to those who came before me.  First, to all 

the editors of  the pre-OOS era, who conceived and built this well-regarded journal.  Next, to Jim 

McCormac, who first trusted me to write the fall seasonal accounts.  To Andy Jones and Jill Russell, 

who served so faithfully despite the demands of  their professions and their family tragedies.  To Deb-

orah Griffith, who as Assistant Editor has shared her professional publishing knowledge and keen eye 

during the production process.  Last, but certainly not least, I thank you, our readers, who have been 

so (mostly!) patient for so long.

Unfortunately, the experiment of  using different editors for each season was not a success; to use 

one of  my favorite similes, Andy’s and Jill’s job was like herding cats.  I therefore will be writing the 

seasonal accounts and overviews myself.  Providing the rest of  each issue – anecdotes, book and other 

media reviews, general interest articles, research papers, photographs – will be up to you.  I’d love to 

have the burden of  choosing from too many submissions.

I will do all I can to maintain the high standards set by my predecessors.

     Craig Caldwell

a messaGe from the new editor
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comments on the season

By craig caldwell

We experienced typical weather during the 

fall of  2010 – that is to say, it varied greatly 

and followed no discernible pattern.  Storms in 

mid-Aug set daily rainfall records from Dayton 

to Steubenville and south of  that line.  A storm 

which moved south off  Lake Erie on 25 Oct had 

the second lowest barometric reading for the 

area since 1900; few daily records were set but 

that month’s rainfall near the lake was almost 

double the average.  Storms in late Nov set many 

daily records.  Despite these individual events, 

rainfall was below average for most of  the state 

in Aug, Sep, and Oct, with the southwest being 

especially dry in Sep.

The Cincinnati area had record high daily 

temperatures in early Aug and late Sep  Record 

highs were widespread on 09 and 10 Oct and 

11 to 14 Nov.  Though most of  the new records 

were only a degree or two higher than the previ-

ous values, several in Oct were five to seven de-

grees above old values which dated back to 1949.  

Ironically, a record low of  24 was set in Paulding 

on 06 Oct and several record lows were set in 

the Cincinnati area during the first week of  Nov.

Most species’ migrations followed their usu-

al timing though as always a few individuals 

were pioneers or stragglers.  Several warblers, 

however, seemed to have both late arrivals and 

departures.  Warblers and other neotropical 

migrants were plentiful; Ray Hannikman not-

ed that he had his best Sep ever at Headlands 

SNP, a long-time migrant “trap”.  In the oppo-

site corner of  the state, the rather new Fernald 

Preserve in Hamilton and Butler is appearing 

in many reports, especially as a location for grass-

land species.   A few water birds, among them 

Lesser Scaup, Red-breasted Merganser, Com-

mon Loon, and Horned Grebe, were seen in 

dramatically high numbers on Lake Erie during 

an apparent push on 18 Nov.  The Crane Creek 

estuary, Conneaut, Funk Bottoms, Pickerington 

Ponds, Hoover Reservoir, Pipe Creek, and Cae-

sar’s Creek retain their appeal to shorebirds and 

shorebird-watchers.

Sightings were reported in 83 of  Ohio’s 88 

counties.  Many of  them were represented only 

in eBird, where over 70,000 entries were made 

during the season. The prize for wide distribu-

tion goes to American Crows, which were report-

ed in 73 counties; runners-up were Blue Jays in 

72 and Turkey Vultures in 71.  Despite the large 

number of  data points in eBird, the editor high-

ly values the reports submitted directly to The 

Cardinal.  Many of  those reporters do not use 

eBird, and the details which observers include 

help to enliven what could otherwise be a rather 

dry presentation.  

Ohio’s “core list” of  regularly occurring spe-

cies has about 300 members; 10 of  them had no 

reported sightings this season.  This compares to 

eight “misses” in 2008 and 12 in 2009.

Review species are found less than annually, or 

their annual occurrence has only been for a few 

recent years.  The Ohio Bird Records Commit-

tee (OBRC) maintains the core and review lists 

and is the repository of  the documentation sup-

porting them.  This season 17 review species and 

one review genus were reported, with multiple 

sightings of  several of  them.  Unfortunately sev-

en of  them, and some of  the reports of  the other 

10, remain undocumented for the OBRC.  The 

Committee urges birders to report all sightings 

of  Review List species, of  Core List species found 

at unusual times, of  nesting by birds previously 

not known to nest in the state, and of  course 

sightings of  birds never before found in Ohio. 

Information on how to document rarities is 

available at http://www.ohiobirds.org/records/

documentation.php.

Trumpeter Swan is a review species though it 

is not included in the count above.  Despite the 

fact that they breed in the state, there are as yet 

no documented occurrences of  truly wild birds 

in Ohio since introduction efforts began in the 

midwestern states.  Another species which has 

been documented to breed in several locations in 

the state, but which is still a review species, is Eur-

asian Collared-Dove.  The OBRC especially urg-

es all observers to document sightings of  it so that 

the spread of  this recent arrival can be studied.

 Review species’ names are underlined in the 

species accounts.  Reports whose documenta-

tion has been accepted by the OBRC include 

the names of  the observers; those for which no 

documentation was submitted or whose docu-

mentation was not considered sufficient are listed 

anonymously.

The editors are indebted to Robert Hersh-

berger, editor and publisher of  The Bobolink, for 

providing his journal to us.  Many of  his con-

tributors’ careful observations in the region 

which The Bobolink covers would not otherwise 

be readily available to us.  Cardinal readers who 

want a more detailed look at the 12-county area 
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centered around Sugarcreek than we, with our 

state-wide mandate, can provide, are urged to 

subscribe.  Contact Robert at 6954 C.R. 77, 

Millersburg, OH, 44654 for information.

The Kirtland Bird Club publishes a similar re-

gional journal, the Cleveland Bird Calendar, which 

covers seven counties in the northeast.  Informa-

tion is available at www.kirtlandbirdclub.org.

Taxonomic order and nomenclature follow 

the Check-List of  North American Birds, 7th Edition 

(1998) as updated through the 51st Supplement 

(2010).  This document is published by the North 

American Classification Committee of  the 

American Ornithologists’ Union and is available 

at http://www.aou.org/checklist/north/print.

php. Weather data are from www.weather.gov/

precip, www.extremeweatherrecords.com, and 

the Plain Dealer of  31 Dec 2010.  In the species 

accounts, “normal” early and late dates are from 

Harlan and Whan, Annotated Checklist of  the Birds 

of  Ohio, 2008.  Breeding ranges and isolated lo-

cations are from Harlan and Whan and OBBA 

II submissions.  County names are in bold ital-

ics.  Shortened names and a few sets of  initials 

are used for locations and organizations which 

occur repeatedly; these abbreviations are listed 

here.  The term “fide” is used in some citations; it 

means “in trust of ” and is used where the report-

er was not the observer.

Blendon Woods = Blendon Woods Metro Park,

   Franklin

BRAS =  Black River Audubon Society

BSBO = Black Swamp Bird Observatory

Buck Creek = Buck Creek State Park, Clark

Caesar Creek = Caesar Creek State Park,

   Warren

CPNWR = Cedar Point National Wildlife

   Refuge, Ottawa

Clear Fork = Clear Fork Reservoir, Morrow and

   Richland

Conneaut = the mudflats to the west of  

   Conneaut Harbor, Ashtabula

Crane Creek estuary = The northernmost part

   of  ONWR, Lucas

CVNP = Cuyahoga Valley National Park, 

   Summit and Cuyahoga

Deer Creek = Deer Creek State Park, Fayette

   and Pickaway

East Fork = East Fork State Park, Clermont

Fernald = Fernald Preserve, Hamilton

Headlands = Headlands Dunes State Nature

   Preserve, Headlands Beach State Park, and 

   adjoining waters, Lake

Hueston Woods = Hueston Woods State Park 

   including Acton Lake, Butler and Preble

Kelleys Island = the island and adjoining waters,

   Erie

Killbuck Marsh = Killbuck Marsh State Wildlife

   Area, Wayne and Holmes

Killdeer Plains = Killdeer Plains State Wildlife

   Area, Wyandot

m. obs. = Multiple Observers

Magee Marsh = Magee Marsh Wildlife Area,

   Ottawa and Lucas

Medusa Marsh = the privately owned wetland

   along Barrett Rd. east of  Bay View, Erie

Miami Whitewater = Miami Whitewater Forest

   County Park, Hamilton

Mill Creek = Mill Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, 

   Mahoning

Navarre = Navarre Marsh Unit of  Ottawa 

   National Wildlife Refuge, Ottawa

NP = Nature Preserve, except as part of  CVNP

Oak Openings = Oak Openings Preserve 

   Metropark, Lucas

OBBA II = Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas II

OWNR = Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, 

   Lucas and Ottawa

OWU = Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware

Pickerington Ponds = Pickerington Ponds Metro

   Park, Fairfield and Franklin

Pipe Creek = Pipe Creek State Wildlife Area,

   Erie

Pleasant Hill Lake = Pleasant Hill Lake, 

   Ashland and Richland

Shawnee Lookout = Shawnee Lookout County

   Park, Hamilton

SNP = State Nature Preserve

SP = State Park

SWA = State Wildlife Area

Wellington Reservoir = Wellington Upground

   Reservoir, Lorain

Winous Point = Winous Point Shooting Club,

   Ottawa
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species accounts

By craig caldwell

Black-bellied whistling-duck:

Larry Richardson discovered one at Pipe Creek 

on 13 Aug and it remained for two more days.  

Diane Myers found what was probably a differ-

ent individual at Buckeye Lake, Allen, on 26 

Oct; it stayed to 26 Nov.  

Greater white-fronted Goose:

One stayed 30 Oct to 23 Nov at Wellington Res-

ervoir (Su Snyder, m.obs.) and 12 were at Kill-

deer Plains on 27 Oct (Ben Warner). Thomas 

Wetlands, Paulding, hosted eight on 22 Nov 

(Doug and Micki Dunakin).  Craig Moore found 

one at Rush Run Park, Franklin, on 28 Nov, 

and 30 were reported in Auglaize on the same 

date (Scott Jennex).

snow Goose:

The first of  the season were two seen in the 

Crane Creek estuary (Laura Keene) and one at 

Prairie Oaks MP, Madison (Gene Stauffer), all 

on 10 Oct.  Sightings continued through the end 

of  the period with a high count of  27 at Thom-

as Wetlands, Paulding, on 22 Nov (Doug and 

Micki Dunakin).

ross’s Goose:

The Wellington Reservoir held four on 22 Nov 

(Doreen Linzell and Dan Sanders).  One was at 

Deer Creek on 23 Nov (Robert Royse) and an-

other near Sugar Creek, Tuscarawas, on the 

same date (Ed Schlabach).  Up to three were seen 

near Lima, Allen, on 25 and 26 Nov (m.obs.); 

and two were at Grand Lake St. Marys, Aug-

laize/Mercer, on 26 Nov (John Habig).

Brant:

The earliest reported was at Conneaut from 11 

to 16 Oct (m.obs.).  Another, or possibly the same 

bird, appeared at Lakeshore Park, Ashtabula, 

on 30 Oct (John Pogacnik).  Two flew past Gabe 

Leidy and Emil Bacik at Geneva SP, Ashtabula, 

on 06 Nov and one visited Lorain harbor on 07 

Nov (BRAS).  Another rather settled individual 

remained near Haviland, Paulding, from 19 to 

27 Nov (m.obs.).

cackling Goose:

Nine counties provided reports, starting with the 

first sighting at Killdeer Plains on 29 Oct (Julie 

and Ken Davis).  The largest number seen was 

24, in Paulding on 24 Nov (Dave and Emily 

Slager).

canada Goose:

This species was of  course widespread, with 

reports coming from 69 counties.  Many flocks 

exceeded 300, with the largest number reported 

(approximately 1000) at Wellington Reservoir on 

both 27 Oct and 20 Nov (BRAS).

mute swan:

This species was present during the entire sea-

son.  The most reported was 10 on 26 Nov at 

Medusa Marsh (Ken Ostermiller).

trumpeter swan:

This swan was also present for the whole season. 

Most reports were from ONWR and nearby 

marshes where they have been introduced and 

are breeding.  Observers found 38 at ONWR 

on 01 Aug (Ed Pierce et al.) and several other 

counts of  10 or more were reported there.  In 

the absence of  positive evidence otherwise, all 

sightings of  this species are assumed to be intro-

duced birds or their recent offspring.  They are 

not yet known to be a self-sustaining population 

anywhere in the Midwest.

tundra swan:

The first report, of  two birds at Magee Marsh 

on 03 Oct, was rather early for the species; the 

editor suspects they were two of  the resident 

Trumpeter Swans.  Unambiguous reports began 

in the third week of  Oct and they were reported 

between then and the end of  the period with sev-

eral double-digit counts. The highest was an esti-

mated 800 visible from the Cedar Point Chausee, 

Erie, on 27 Nov (Craig Caldwell).

wood duck:

Bruce Leonhart found 150, “…the largest con-

centration…I have ever seen in one location” 

on a private lake near Lebanon, Warren, on 25 

Sep.  The 11 Oct ONWR monthly census found 

Brant photographed 22 Oct 2010 in Paulding by Laura Keene.
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189 (Ed Pierce et al.). There were several reports 

of  75 to 80 at other locations.

Gadwall:

The earliest reported were 20 at Winous Point 

on 14 Aug (Chris Decker), though a few were 

probably present in the state all summer.  They 

were seen through the end of  the season.  The 

high count of  300 was shared by Karl Overman 

at ONWR on 23 Nov and Ken Ostermiller at 

Medusa Marsh on 26 Nov.

eurasian wigeon:

John Pogacnik reported a male at ONWR on 23 

Oct.

american wigeon:

The earliest report was of  one at Funk Bottoms 

on 05 Sep (Alvin E. Miller) and the highest count 

was 180, in the Crane Creek estuary on 22 Oct 

(Kenn Kaufman).

american Black duck:

A scattering of  reports in early Aug grew to 

several counts over 100 at Blendon Woods 

during Nov, peaking at 300 on 27 Nov (Sylvia 

Townsend).

mallard:

As expected, the largest numbers were found in 

the Lake Erie marshes, with 4678 being count-

ed during the 02 Nov census at CPNWR (Elliot 

Tramer).  Far to the south, Erich Baumgartner 

found 250 to 300 at VOA Park, Butler, on 09 

Nov.

Blue-winged teal:

This species was found regularly from the begin-

ning of  the period until 07 Nov, when three sites 

shared the (almost) last reported sightings.  They 

were Winton Woods CP and Fernald (both in 

Hamilton by Mark Gilsdorf  and Jay Stenger) 

and ONWR (Ottawa eTT).  The last, a single 

male, was at Killbuck from 28 Nov into Dec (Su 

Snyder).

cinnamon teal:

Jen Brumfield discovered one at the Lorain 

dredge spoil impoundment on 06 Sep; it re-

mained for two more days for many to collect 

their life or state listing.  

northern shoveler:

The first report, from Pipe Creek, was not until 

14 Aug (Scott Jennex), though like Gadwall, a 

few are summer residents.  They were seen into 

the winter with a high count of  71 at Killdeer 

Plains on 01 Nov (Laura and Tim Dornan).

northern pintail:

Tom Bartlett et al. reported the first of  the 

season, on Kelleys Island on 15 Aug.  Kenn 

Kaufman found more than 100 in the Crane 

Creek estuary on several dates, and the high 

count of  300 was at Medusa Marsh on 26 Nov 

(Ken Ostermiller).

Green-winged teal:

A single bird at Conneaut on 07 Aug (Mark Vass) 

was the first reported, though they are usually 

fairly common in Jul.  The CPNWR survey on 

02 Nov found 1625 (Elliot Tramer).  There were 

several triple-digit counts in Oct and Nov.

canvasback:

The earliest report was of  two at the Buckeye 

Woods wetlands, Medina, on 24 Oct (Ken Os-

termiller).  They were found in only 12 counties, 

with a high count of  15 at the Wellington Reser-

voir on 07 Nov (Chris Pierce).

redhead: 

Doug Overacker found the earliest, two at Buck 

Creek on 02 Oct.  There were up to 70 at the 

Wellington Reservoir on several Nov dates but 

Ken Ostermiller made the high count of  100 at 

Medusa Marsh on 26 Nov.

ring-necked duck: 

The very early (29 Aug) bird which Gene 

Stauffer saw at Scioto-Audubon MP, Franklin, 

was probably one of  the “casual through sum-

mer” birds noted by Harlan and Whan.  More 

typically, the rest of  the reports began 07 Oct 

from the Crane Creek estuary (Kenn Kaufman) 

and Pleasant Hill Lake (Gary Cowell).  There 

were several counts exceeding 100 in Nov with 

the highest being 350 at Wellington Reservoir on 

20 Nov (Ken Ostermiller).

Greater scaup: 

This species were noted in only eight locations 

in seven counties, but the sites and dates ranged 

from Conneaut on 05 Oct (Craig Holt) to Caesar 

Creek on 23 Nov (Rick Asamoto).  These sight-

ings shared the high count of  four.

Lesser scaup: 

A single bird near the village of  Trail, Holmes, 

from 11 Aug through Sep was unusual (James F. 

Yoder et al.).  One was found 25 Sep at ONWR 

(Bruce Miller) and the next not until 14 Oct at 

Clear Fork (Gary Cowell).  Jen Brumfield count-

ed 840 on Lake Erie off  Rocky River Park, 

Cuyahoga, on 18 Nov.  She called that day 

“One of  the best lakewatches I’ve personally had 

in Ohio.”
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King eider:  

One was reported off  Rocky River Park, 

Cuyahoga, on 18 Nov.

surf  scoter: 

The earliest were two on the Olentangy River in 

Columbus on 13 Oct (Craig Moore).  Up to six 

stopped at Caesar Creek on several Nov dates, 

and Elliot Tramer found “a remarkable 18” 

during the 02 Nov CPNWR census.

white-winged scoter: 

One at Maumee Bay SP, Lucas, on 24 Oct, ar-

rived about a week earlier than expected (Scott 

Jennex).  Nancy Anderson made the high count 

of  eight on 31 Oct from Perry Township Park, 

Lake.  More typical numbers of  one to three 

were in the Nov reports scattered among seven 

counties.

Black scoter: 

Chris Pierce found the first of  the season, two 

birds on 31 Oct at Sims Park, Cuyahoga, where 

they and the other scoters are regular during 

Nov.  At least 10 were seen there and off  Rocky 

River Park, Cuyahoga (another reliable spot) on 

several Nov dates; the high count of  26 was at 

Rocky River Park on 18 Nov (Jen Brumfield).

Long-tailed duck: 

This species was reported from five sites.  One or 

two individuals were seen between 25 Oct and 

01 Nov at La Due Reservoir, Geauga (m.obs.); 

one was seen in Ashtabula on 13 Nov; three 

were off  Rocky River Park, Cuyahoga, on 18 

Nov (Jen Brumfield); two flew past John Po-

gacnik’s Erie watch site in Lake on 28 Nov; and 

one appeared at Deer Creek Reservoir on 29 

Nov (Eric Reiner).

Bufflehead:  

Craig Holt found the first of  these flashy little 

ducks at Conneaut on 29 Oct.  Sightings were 

scattered throughout the state.  Though they are 

often very numerous, the only count exceeding 

100 was the 166 which Gregory Bennett found 

on Springfield Lake, Summit, on 06 Nov.

common Goldeneye: 

The earliest was seen at Conneaut by Craig Holt 

on 29 Oct; he also reported the largest count, 60 

at Evans Lake, Mahoning, on 19 Nov.  Most 

sightings were in counties near Lake Erie but 

birds at Pleasant Hill Lake on 12 Nov (Gary 

Cowell, Jr.), at Deer Creek on 19 Nov (Craig 

Moore) and at Buck Creek on 28 Nov (Doug 

Overacker) heralded the more widespread win-

ter sightings to come.

hooded merganser: 

These breed sparsely in Ohio, so the one seen 04 

Aug at Carlisle Reservation, Lorain, was prob-

ably from that population (BRAS).  Numbers 

were small through Aug and then built to above 

100 at some sites, with Craig Holt reporting the 

highest count, 175, at Evans Lake, Mahoning, 

on 27 Nov.

common merganser: 

This species, too, breeds in very small numbers in 

the state.  Craig Holt said that the nine he found 

at Conneaut on 04 Sep were “probably locals”.  

Irene Krise made the high count of  150 on 20 

Nov off  Rocky River Park, Cuyahoga.

red-breasted merganser: 

Up to three were seen at Pipe Creek throughout 

Aug (m.obs.), but the next reported sighting was 

on 11 Oct when Suzanne Butcher found three 

at Mosquito Creek Reservoir, Trumbull.  Many 

counts of  1000 or more were reported in Nov 

with a high of  10,300 off  Rocky River Park, 

Cuyahoga, on 18 Nov (Jen Brumfield).

ruddy duck: 

Richard Counts saw four at the Hardin Wet-

lands on 15 Aug.  A few more were at other sites 

in Aug, but none were reported in Sep.  They 

were widespread in Oct and Nov with several 

counts exceeding 1000 in the latter month.  The 

highest number was at Wellington Reservoir, 

3000 on 11 Nov (BRAS).

northern Bobwhite: 

There were seven reports.  Seven birds were 

seen at Miami Whitewater on both 27 Sep (Joe 

Kappa) and 05 Nov (Bob Schlake), and smaller 

numbers were seen there on three other dates 

(Russell Taylor, David Brinkman).  Single birds 

were at Fernald on 02 Oct (Robert Foppe) and 

outside Elizabeth McQuaid’s office window in 

Cuyahoga on 07 Oct.

ring-necked pheasant: 

There were seven widely separated reports.  Two 

were first-time yard birds for Tracy Brewer in 

Amelia, Clermont, on 30 Aug.  Robin Smith 

found three in Fairfield on 01 Sep.  Killdeer 

Plains revealed one on 30 Oct (Steve LaRue) 

and three on 15 Nov (Charles Bombaci and 

Bruce Simpson).  Delaware SWA, Delaware, 

had three on 31 Oct (Bill Tacon); Dave Woehr 

found four on 02 and 05 Nov in the grasslands at 

Caesar Creek; and Su Snyder reported a hen at 

Killbuck on 21 Nov.
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ruffed Grouse:  

From The Bobolink:  “[One] seen sw. of  New 

Bedford on 9/22 & 9/29 was reported as being 

very tame and even let itself  be caught several 

times!” (Adam H. Yoder and Jacob M. Hostetler)  

One was seen near the Beach City Dam, Stark, 

on several Sep days (Levi A. Yoder), three were 

along Iris Ridge Road, Perry, on 09 Oct (How-

ard Gratz), and one was near Layland, Coshoc-

ton, on 20 Nov (Edward H. Yoder).

wild turkey:

This species was reported from 28 counties.  Car-

lisle Reservation, Lorain, and South Chagrin 

Reservation, Cuyahoga, each provided multiple 

sightings.  The Hager family reported that nine 

“made themselves at home for an hour” on 07 

Aug in their Clermont yard (fide Ned Keller).  

Gary Cowell counted 34 at Malabar Farm SP, 

Richland, on 15 Nov, and Ralph Phingsten esti-

mated the same number crossed the Middleburg 

Heights/Strongsville border, Cuyahoga, while 

he watched on 21 Nov.

red-throated Loon: 

John Pogacnik had singles fly by his Lake home 

on 16 Oct and 21 Nov.  Solo birds at Cae-

sar Creek on 06 Nov (Paul Krusling and John 

Moore), Buck Creek on 07 Nov (Doug Overack-

er), and Deer Creek on 23 Nov (Robert Royse) 

were apparently one day wonders.  However, 

one stayed at the Wellington Reservoir from 24 

to 30 Nov for multiple observers.  Adam H. Yod-

er counted an impressive seven during a 13 Nov 

Lake Erie watch in Ashtabula.

pacific Loon: 

With only three records preceding 2010, the four 

reported this year is a phenomenal number if  

they were all correctly identified.  Rick Asamoto 

found one on 31 Oct at Caesar Creek and it re-

mained until at least 11 Nov.  Other singles were 

reported near the Avon Lake power plant, Lo-

rain, on 27 Nov; off  Cahoon Park, Cuyahoga, 

on 16 Nov; and at Huron, Erie, on 21 Nov.  

common Loon: 

One reported at Pipe Creek on 29 Aug falls in the 

gap between when summer “holdovers” are usu-

ally last seen, in late Jul, and the normal begin-

ning of  fall migration in early Oct.  The first of  

the migrants was at Conneaut on 05 Oct (Craig 

Holt).  The next sightings were on 23 Oct after 

which they were seen in over 25 counties by the 

end of  the period.  Jen Brumfield estimated the 

mind-boggling number of  1200 off  Rocky River 

Park, Cuyahoga, on 18 Nov.  (See her comment 

in the Lesser Scaup account.)  Inland high num-

bers included the 332 which Leon Miller et al. 

counted in flight on 19 Nov at Walnut Creek, 

Holmes, and the 366 which Alvin E. Miller and 

Wayne E. Miller saw in flight near there on 28 

Nov.  Observers in the 12-county Bobolink area 

counted over 3500 during the season (fide Robert 

Hershberger).

pied-billed Grebe: 

These were found throughout the period with a 

high of  54 which Rick Asamoto counted on 12 

Nov at Rocky Fork SP, Highland.  Hallie Mason 

spotted a very late juvenile on 13 Nov at Shreve 

Lake, Wayne.

horned Grebe: 

One was seen 05, 06, and 12 Sep at the Lorain 

impoundment (m.obs.).  The next was reported 

on 04 Oct at the same location (Laura Keene) 

and many were seen across the state starting the 

third week of  Oct.  The highest number was the 

“4000+” which a group of  Bobolink-area birders 

found 13 Nov on Lake Erie in Ashtabula (fide 

Robert Hershberger). The highest inland count 

was 40, on 25 Nov at Caesar Creek (Paul Kru-

sling).

red-necked Grebe: 

The eight which were reported are too many to 

detail, but the four off  Cahoon Park, Cuyahoga, 

on 28 Nov were noteworthy (Claire Kluskens).  

One spent two weeks on Guilford Lake, Colum-

biana, starting 24 Oct (m.obs.).

eared Grebe: 

Dan Gesualdo reported one at LaDue Reservoir, 

Geauga, on 26 Oct.

double-crested cormorant: 

As is usual, numbers climbed to their highs in 

Sep and early Oct, then declined through the 

end of  the season.  The highest count by a wide 

margin was over 22,000, found by Tom Bartlett 

et al. on his 13 Sep Kelleys Island survey.  Sam-

ples of  other large concentrations include 3500 

flying westbound over Maumee Bay, Lucas, on 
Pacific Loon (left), with Common Loon, photographed 03 Nov 

2010 at Caesar Creek SP, Warren, by Allen Claybon
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21 Sep (Elliot Tramer); more than 1100 at the 

OWU campus on 26 Sep (Sean Williams); and 

approximately 630 along the lower Great Miami 

River, Hamilton, on 26 Sep (Jay Stenger).

american Bittern: 

Again there were a few too many reports to pub-

lish them all, with eight sightings in five counties.  

ONWR remains a reliable location, with sight-

ings in Aug and Oct (m.obs.).  Though they are 

often found into Nov, the last sightings were all 

between 10 and 12 Oct.

Least Bittern: 

Ed Pierce’s census crew found one at ONWR 

on 01 Aug, Sean Williams reported one from the 

OWU campus on 09 Sep, and Mark C. Yoder 

and James F. Yoder saw one in Wright Marsh, 

Wayne, on 11 Sep.

Great Blue heron: 

This nearly ubiquitous bird was reported from 

more than 60 counties and throughout the sea-

son.  Numbers tended to be larger near Lake 

Erie as demonstrated by the season’s highest 

count of  127 at ONWR on 01 Aug (Ed Pierce et 

al.).  The other high counts, all of  approximately 

50, were well distributed.  These were on 05 Sep 

at Hoover NP, Delaware (Craig Moore); on 26 

Sep along the lower Great Miami River, Hamil-

ton (Jay Stenger); and 06 Oct at ONWR (Terry 

Bronson).

Great egret: 

This species is often more numerous than Great 

Blue Heron but is not as widespread – most of  

the reports were from the western Lake Erie 

marshes.  The 05 Sep ONWR census found 257 

(Ed Pierce et al.) and Terry Bronson counted 163 

there on 06 Oct.  The inland high count was 

30 on 22 Aug at Hoover NP, Delaware (Craig 

Moore).  Nov provided few sightings but they did 

continue to the end of  the season.

snowy egret:

All reports but one were from the Lake Erie 

marshes, with Pipe Creek leading in number of  

sightings.  That location shared the high count 

of  30 on 14 and 29 Aug (Sameer and Gautam 

Apte) with ONWR on 19 Sep (Doug Overack-

er).  Gautam Apte also made the sole inland 

report from Pickerington Ponds on 22 Aug.  

Mark Rozmarynowycz made the last sighting, at 

ONWR on 16 Oct.

Little Blue heron: 

Seven widely distributed counties produced nine 

reports.  An immature spent at least 10 days 

at Pipe Creek starting 19 Aug (m.obs.).  Three 

turned up at Rocky Fork SP, Highland, on 21 

Aug (Roy Goerler) and two at Tucaway Lake, 

Portage, on 05 Sep (Milly Piros).  Other singles 

appeared in Harrison, Lucas, Sandusky, and 

Wyandot and the last graced Paint Creek SP, 

Highland, on 08 Oct (Greg Cornett).

cattle egret: 

These were reported in 11 locations in 10 coun-

ties.  Sean Williams found four on a roadside 

near Sandusky on 08 Aug but the next reports 

were not until early Oct when there were two 

Ottawa sightings.  Two of  the birds were much 

at home in their locations:  One was at the Grand 

Lake St. Marys hatchery, Auglaize, from 08 to 

23 Nov and the other hung out near a small pond 

in Paulding from 18 to 28 Nov (both m.obs.).

Green heron: 

This species was fairly widespread with reports 

from about 35 counties.  They were regular at 

Mill Creek, where Bill Jones made the season’s 

high count of  17 on 08 Aug.  The latest report 

was of  two at Days Dam on the Black River, Lo-

rain, on 19 Oct (BRAS).

Black-crowned night-heron: 

Most of  the reports were from counties near 

Lake Erie and those reports extended until 22 

Oct.  The only report after that was of  two on the 

Olentangy River, Franklin, on 21 Nov (Dave 

and Emily Slager); this is surprising because they 

are regularly found through the winter at several 

far northern locations.  The high count was 51, 

at CPNWR on 28 Aug (Elliot Tramer).

Yellow-crowned night-heron:  

Two were reported, both far from their few 

breeding locations in central Ohio.  Charlie 

Saunders found one on the bank of  the Great 

Miami River in Butler on 08 Aug and John Po-

gacnik found the other, an exceedingly late bird, 

in the Chagrin River MP, Lake, on 02 Nov.

Glossy ibis:  

One adult was reported at Sandy Ridge from 01 

to 05 Sep.  

Plegadis sp. ibis: 

Su Snyder documented two juveniles at Funk 

Bottoms; they were reported 28 Aug and re-

mained for several days.  The many experienced 

observers could not narrow the birds’ identities 

to the species level though most leaned to Glossy.  

Another unspecified ibis was reported from the 

Crane Creek estuary on 08 Oct.
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Black Vulture: 

A scattering of  Aug sightings continued through 

the end of  the period.  Headlands hosted one be-

tween 14 and 26 Sep (m.obs.); it may have been 

an adventurous individual from the small Bobo-

link area population where they were “observed 

as expected” (fide Robert Hershberger).  The 

high count for the period was the 54 which Bruce 

Glick saw in Danville on 11 Oct.

turkey Vulture: 

Were the 80 which Sean Williams found on the 

OWU campus on 26 Sep gathering to look for 

frosh who found college harder than expected?  

The highest number reported was 227, from 

Cowan Lake SP, Clinton, on 23 Nov (Bob 

Powell).  An albino individual near Becks Mills, 

Holmes, was reported to the Bobolink area Rare 

Bird Alert on 04 Aug (fide Robert Hershberger).

osprey: 

Between breeders and migrants, this species was 

found in over 30 counties.  Paul and Norma Kru-

sling watched one successfully defend its catch 

from a Bald Eagle along the Great Miami Riv-

er, Hamilton, on 22 Aug.  Ty Ficker found the 

largest concentration, six, at East Fork on 08 Aug.  

One lingered at a fish hatchery in Coshocton 

into mid-Nov (fide James E. Yoder) and Jonathan 

Frodge reported the last on 21 Nov from the Lit-

tle Miami River by Armleder Park, Hamilton.

mississippi Kite:  

Elizabeth Delphia discovered Ohio’s first nest of  

this southern species in Hideaway Hills, Hock-

ing. (The first confirmed breeding was in an-

other part of  Hocking in 2008, but that nest was 

never found.)  Elizabeth arranged to open this 

private resort for the morning of  21 Aug and the 

50 or so visitors saw the pair of  adults and their 

two fledglings.  The parents put on quite a show 

of  aerial acrobatics while catching cicadas and 

feeding them to their perched offspring.  There 

was also a report of  one adult and one immature 

from Fairfield, just to the north of  Hideaway 

Hills, on 23 Aug.

Bald eagle: 

This species was found throughout most of  the 

state.  The southeast, which suffers from relative-

ly few water features (the Ohio River excepted, 

and it’s mostly owned by Kentucky) and observ-

ers, had almost no reports.  Most of  the sightings 

were in the western Lake Erie counties; the high 

count of  16 was near Milan, Erie, on 30 Oct 

(Kathy Mock).  The 18 Sep CVNP census found 

only two (Dwight Chasar et al.).

northern harrier: 

These are Ohio breeders, though sparse, so the 

very few Aug reports are not a surprise.  The 

numbers of  both reports and individuals per re-

port grew steadily through the season to a high 

count of  12 at the Hardin Wetlands on 28 Nov 

(Richard Counts).

sharp-shinned hawk: 

Sharpies were found in every month though the 

highest number of  reports was during their Oct 

migration peak.  The highest counts, however, 

were on 10 Sep, with four birds near Harrison 

(Russell Taylor) and on 26 Sep, another three 

not far away along the lower Great Miami (Jay 

Stenger).  Both sites are in Hamilton.

cooper’s hawk: 

Cooper’s Hawks sightings had a similar timing 

pattern to those of  Sharp-shinned, though there 

were at least five times as many reports and 

they were from twice as many counties.  Dwight 

Chasar’s census crews found the high count of  

10 on 18 Sep in CVNP.

red-shouldered hawk: 

The number of  reports stayed nearly steady 

throughout the period.  The 18 Sep CVNP cen-

sus found 15 individuals (Dwight Chasar et al.); 

the next highest count was eight, on 25 Sep at 

East Fork (Cincinnati Bird Club).

Broad-winged hawk: 

Most of  the few Aug sightings were probably of  

breeding birds.  This species’ migration peaks in 

mid-Sep; they do not cross big waters so many 

from Canada pass through the Toledo area af-

ter sweeping around the western end of  Lake 

Erie.  Elliot Tramer’s high count of  90 over Oak 

Openings on 19 Sep fits this pattern perfectly.  

Mark Gilsdorf  made the only other count above 

10; he saw 45 at Shawnee Lookout on 26 Nov.  

The last report was also from Oak Openings, a 

single straggler on 16 Oct. (Joanne Hubinger).

red-tailed hawk: 

Our most widespread raptor was reported from 

67 counties; being generalists they can be found 

in almost any terrestrial habitat.  Many observ-

ers found five to 10 during an outing.  The high 

count was 39 migrants during 31 Oct at Walnut 

Creek, Holmes (Leon Miller).

rough-legged hawk: 

David L. Erb saw the first of  these winter visi-

tors near Blissfield, Coshocton, on 30 Oct.  The 

most in a single location was three, at The Wilds, 

Muskingum, on several dates (m.obs.).
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Golden eagle: 

The Thomas Wetlands, Paulding, provided 

the first sighting, on 01 Oct (Doug and Micki 

Dunakin).  The Dunakins saw another there on 

15 Oct.  Two subadults flew over Ben Morri-

son’s Alliance, Stark, home on 16 Oct.  A ju-

venile passed over I-70 in Muskingum on 24 

Oct; John Kuenzli thought it might be heading 

for The Wilds which are just to the south in the 

same county.  Scott Albaugh and Howard Gratz  

found one adult at The Wilds on 26 Nov.

american Kestrel: 

These were reported from over 40 counties, 

though few were found in the southeast or south-

west.  Some high counts were 10 at Huffman 

Prairie, Greene, on 21 Aug (Gautam Apte), 20 

at Killdeer Plains on 15 Nov (Charles Bombaci), 

and 12 in Paulding on 20 Nov (Andy Sewell).

merlin: 

Danielle McCament noted on 10 Aug that her 

fledgling merlin was out and about in Knox.  

This is Ohio’s second breeding record since the 

1930’s and was well documented for the OBBA 

II since she first noted copulation in May.  (The 

first “modern” breeding record was last year in 

Lake.)  Gary Moon had one presumed migrant 

fly overhead in Columbus on 12 Aug, and Carl 

Ball noted another at Magee Marsh on 15 Aug.  

They were seen on several dates in Sep and Oct 

at Conneaut and individuals had settled in at 

many urban cemeteries by the end of  the season.  

The Bobolink received 14 reports of  single birds in 

its coverage area (fide Robert Hershberger).

peregrine falcon:  

Cuyahoga produced more reports than any of  

the other 17 counties with sightings.  The birds 

were found in both urban and rural settings; 

sightings in the latter were probably mostly of  

migrants.  The small number of  Aug reports 

grew as migration swelled the sightings.  Most re-

ports were of  single birds though a few apparent 

pairs were also seen.

Yellow rail:  

Two were reported flushed by a hay mower in 

Wayne on 16 Oct.

King rail: 

Doug and Micki Dunakin saw one in the Thom-

as Wetlands, Paulding, on 28 Aug.

Virginia rail: 

Reports came from 12 counties.  All were of  

single birds except that of  the three that Hanna 

Brewster found in Spring Valley SWA, Greene, 

on 05 Sep.  The last report was on 11 Oct from 

the Ira Rd. marsh of  CVNP (Mary Anne and 

Tom Romito).

sora: 

Reports were fairly numerous through the first 

week of  Oct, with high counts of  five at Sandy 

Ridge on 08 Aug (Dan Gesualdo and Lynn Ge-

sualdo) and 09 Oct at Fernald (Joe Kappa).  The 

latest sighting was on 29 Oct at Killdeer Plains 

(Greg Cornett).

common moorhen: 

The few reports of  this species were from the 

northern third of  the state.  Wayne, which con-

tains both Funk Bottoms and Killbuck Marsh, 

held most of  the birds, including at least 40 on 23 

Aug (Albert L. Troyer).  Breeders there were rep-

resented by 15 adults and chicks on 05 Sep (Sue 

Snyder) and of  an adult with three chicks on 17 

Sep and 03 Oct (Hallie Mason).  The last sight-

ing of  the season was of  a single bird at ONWR 

on 10 Oct (eBird user “ r.s.”).

american coot: 

This species is much more numerous, and more 

hardy as well, than its moorhen cousin.  They 

were seen throughout the period, with several 

Oct and Nov estimates near 1000 at Clear Fork; 

Wellington Reservoir; and Camp Dennison, 

Hamilton.  Laura and Tim Dornan made the 

high count of  1500 at Killdeer Plains on 01 Nov.

sandhill crane: 

Fifteen counties were represented.  Adam H. 

Yoder found 82 at Funk Bottoms on 02 Oct.  

Counts of  85 to 115 were noted there on several 

dates between 14 and 23 Nov; there was prob-

ably some turnover during that period.  Fields 

around the Highland Stone Pits held about 200 

on 21 Nov (eBird user “Farm Birder”).

Black-bellied plover: 

Multiple observers found them at Pickerington 

Black-bellied Plover photographed 14 Sept 2010 at Caesar Creek 

SP, Warren, by Allan Claybon.
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Ponds between 06 and 10 Aug.  There were 

many counts of  70 or more at ONWR starting 

09 Oct; they peaked at 100 on 29 Oct (Annie 

Crary).  Though they are often present well into 

Nov, the last was seen 07 Nov, also at ONWR 

(eTT).

american Golden-plover: 

Craig Holt made the earliest report, from Con-

neaut on 10 Aug, and Elliot Tramer made the 

latest on 09 Nov from ONWR.  The high count 

of  48 was made by Richard Counts at the Har-

din wetlands on 17 Oct.

semipalmated plover: 

Reports came from 17 widely separated counties 

with several being of  10 to 20 birds.  The high 

was 30, at Hoover Reservoir on 04 Sep (Thom-

as Slemmer) and the last sighting, of  two, was at 

Conneaut on 31 Oct (m.obs.).

Killdeer: 

Almost 70 counties yielded reports, and tri-

ple-digit counts were widespread in both space 

and time.  Up to 500 were found along Wilder-

ness Road, Wayne, during the second week of  

Aug (m.obs.) and a similar number occupied 

Funk Bottoms on 31 Aug (Su Snyder).  The 

09 Oct ONWR census counted 850 (fide Mark 

Shieldcastle).

american avocet: 

This species, beautiful even after the breeding 

season, graced 14 counties.  One at Hoover 

Reservoir on 01 Aug had arrived in Jul (m.obs.).  

Observers enjoyed them at Conneaut on many 

scattered dates in Aug and Sep.  Regina Schieltz 

found one or two at a private wetland in Darke 

during most of  Sep.  The high count was a phe-

nomenal 27 at Caesar Creek on 05 Oct, and five 

lingered there until the latest report on 27 Oct 

(both Larry Gara).

spotted sandpiper: 

The high count of  25 at Caesar Creek on 01 Sep 

(Larry Gara) was probably a mix of  breeders and 

migrants.  Gary Cowell made the latest sighting, 

on 14 Oct at Pleasant Hill Lake.

solitary sandpiper: 

The many reports during Aug declined steadi-

ly through Sep to the last on 14 Oct at Caesar 

Creek (Bob Powell).  The 20 at both Pleasant Hill 

Lake on 27 Aug (Gary Cowell) and Mill Creek 

on 28 Aug (Bill Jones) belied their name.

Greater Yellowlegs: 

A few were present in early Aug and they were 

seen until the last report on 21 Nov from the 

Great Miami River in Butler (Mike Busam, 

Charlie Sanders).  The high count was 72 during 

the 23 Aug ONWR survey (fide Mark Shieldcas-

tle).

willet: 

The first was seen 13 Aug at Pipe Creek and 

up to three were there through 29 Aug (m.obs.).  

There were several other Aug sightings, includ-

ing the season’s high count of  seven on 23 Aug 

at ONWR (fide Mark Shieldcastle).  One found at 

ONWR on 16 Sep was the only report from that 

month (Ed Pierce).  The last was in the Crane 

Creek estuary on 08 Oct (Mark Rozmarynowy-

cz).

Lesser Yellowlegs: 

Most of  the sightings were in Aug and Sep but 

the highest count was on 09 Oct, 520 at ONWR 

(fide Mark Shieldcastle).  The last date of  13 Nov 

was shared by Wellington Reservoir (BRAS) and 

Pleasant Hill Lake (Greg Cornett).

upland sandpiper:  

Robert Sams saw two birds at a landfill conser-

vation area in Hancock on 06 Sep.  Single fly-

bys were seen 07 Aug in Tuscarawas, 13 Aug 

in Holmes, and 09 Sep in Wayne (fide Robert 

Hershberger).

whimbrel: 

Charles Crawford found one at Sheldon’s Marsh 

SNP, Erie, on 05 Aug.  The three at Pipe Creek 

on 22 Aug (Irene Krise) could have included the 

two seen there on 24 Aug (Craig Holt).  Two 

were at Winous Point on 02 Sep and one was 

at ONWR on 08 Sep (both fide Mark Shieldcas-

tle).  Two were at Conneaut on 10 Sep (fide Cole 

DiFabio) and 12 Sep (Bob and Denise Lane).  

The most reported was five in Wright Marsh, 

Wayne, on 12 Sep (Gabe Hostetler); that date 

was the last.

hudsonian Godwit: 

These were reported from Ashtabula, Erie, 

Lorain, Lucas, Mahoning, Ottawa, and 

Trumbull with several sightings in each.  Craig 

Holt made the first report, nine adults at Con-

neaut on 04 Aug.  Chris Pierce found six in the 

Crane Creek estuary on 24 Oct for the latest 

sighting.  The high count of  38 was on the 15 

Oct survey at ONWR (fide Mark Shieldcastle).

marbled Godwit: 

These were found in the same locations as Hud-

sonian Godwits, plus sites in Clermont and 

Delaware.  Craig Holt reported the first of  the 

season at Conneaut on 04 Aug, though they had 
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been present in Jul.  The high count of  five, cu-

riously much smaller than that of  Hudsonians, 

was at ONWR on 21 Sep (Jan Landry) and in 

Trumbull on 07 Oct (Carole Babyak).  The last 

report was of  four at ONWR on 18 Nov (fide 

Mark Shieldcastle).

ruddy turnstone: 

These too were found all along the Lake Erie 

shore and a few inland locations.  The first were 

five at Conneaut on 18 Aug and the most were 

the seven at the same location on 04 Sep (both 

Craig Holt).  The last was one bird which graced 

Pleasant Hill Lake from 12 to 24 Oct (Gary Cow-

ell).

red Knot: 

The first arrived in Jul.  Ben Warner reported the 

last three of  the season on 29 Oct in the Crane 

Creek estuary.  The high count was there also, 

nine on 22 Oct (Kenn Kaufman).  They were 

found in seven counties, Delaware and Wayne 

being the only inland ones.

sanderling: 

There were many reports from Jul until the last, 

of  10 at ONWR on 18 Nov (fide Mark Shieldcas-

tle).  His survey teams counted 615 on 09 Nov.

semipalmated sandpiper: 

These were reported throughout the state, with 

a high count of  400 on 30 Aug at Winous Point 

(fide Mark Shieldcastle).  Tom Bartlett banded 

473 at ONWR between 01 Aug and 04 Sep.  Pe-

ter Hellman made the last sighting on 22 Oct at 

the Lorain impoundment.

western sandpiper: 

One or two were reported from 10 counties 

between 11 Aug, at the Woods Road wetlands, 

Darke (Regina Schieltz), and 12 Oct, at Hoover 

NP (Greg Cornett).

Least sandpiper: 

This species vies with Pectoral as our most abun-

dant and widespread sandpiper.  They started 

arriving in Jul and there were many double-dig-

it counts in Aug; from Sep on the counts were 

mostly below 10.  The high was 145, on 16 Aug 

at Winous Point (fide Mark Shieldcastle).  Tom 

Bartlett banded 446 at ONWR during Aug.  

Mark Gilsdorf   saw the last at Paint Creek SP, 

Highland on 26 Nov.  This date was unusual 

only because of  the gap since the second last 

report, on 08 Nov at Pleasant Hill Lake (Gary 

Cowell).

white-rumped sandpiper: 

Jon Allen noted the first arrival on 08 Aug at 

Pickerel Creek SWA, Sandusky.  The high 

count of  33 occurred two months later on 09 

Oct at ONWR (fide Mark Shieldcastle).  The lat-

est sighting, of  three on 08 Nov at Pickerington 

Ponds (Brad Sparks et al.), was also the only re-

port from that month.

Baird’s sandpiper: 

A few were seen in Jul; Craig Holt saw the first 

of  the fall season at Conneaut on 04 Aug.  The 

only reports from south of  Columbus (out of  19 

counties represented) were of  one at Armleder 

Park, Hamilton, on 05 Sep (Stanley Hadeen 

and David Hadeen) and of  two at Buck Creek 

on 14 Oct (Rick Asamoto). The high count of  

12 was at Pelican Island, Delaware, on 31 Aug 

(Ben Warner) and the last report was of  a sin-

gle bird at the Lorain impoundment on 02 Nov 

(Aaron Milenski).

pectoral sandpiper:

These were seen from Jul until 21 Nov, when Bill 

Jones found the last one at Mill Creek.  The high 

count was 385, at ONWR on 09 Oct (fide Mark 

Shieldcastle), while Elliot Tramer commented 

that 31 at ONWR “was a nice number for Oc-

tober 22”.

purple sandpiper: 

There were five reports.  Single birds visit-

ed Mentor Headlands on 11 Nov (fide Doreen 

Linzell) and 27 Nov (Ethan Kistler et al.).  Two 

were at Huron, Erie (John Pogacnik) and one at 

Lorain Harbor (m.obs.) on 21 Nov.  The last be-

fore winter was at Fairport Harbor, Lake, on 27 

Nov (Jen Brumfield).

dunlin: 

The only early reports were of  two birds at Mill 

Creek on 07 Aug (Bill Jones) and one at ONWR 

on 09 Aug (fide Mark Shieldcastle).  The next 

sighting, on 06 Sep, was of  six in the Woods 

Semipalmated Sandpiper photographed on 14 Sept 2010 at Cae-

sar Creek SP, Warren, by Allan Claybon.
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Road wetlands, Darke (Regina Schieltz), and 

they were then seen through the end of  the pe-

riod.  ONWR produced many triple-digit counts 

during Oct topped by the 5400 there on 09 Nov 

(fide Mark Shieldcastle).

stilt sandpiper: 

These were present from Jul until 02 Nov, when 

Gary Cowell found one at Pleasant Hill Lake.  

Doug and Micki Dunakin found up to 16 at the 

Thomas Wetlands, Paulding, on multiple dates 

between 19 Aug and 13 Sep.  ONWR had the 

high count of  147 on 23 Sep (fide Mark Shield-

castle).

Buff-breasted sandpiper:  

These delicate, much-sought, birds were found in 

six counties, all from the Columbus area north.  

The first were at Funk Bottoms, Wayne, from 

22 Aug to 05 Sep (m.obs.); the most – 13 – were 

at Pelican Island, Delaware, on 31 Aug (Tom 

Bain); and the last was at the Lorain impound-

ment on 11 Sep (Irene Krise).

short-billed dowitcher: 

Several were present at Pipe Creek in late Jul and 

all of  Aug.  Winous Point had approximately 200 

on both 14 and 30 Aug (fide Mark Shieldcastle).  

The last reliable report was from Hoover Res-

ervoir on 15 Oct (Ben Warner); the reports of  

this species which carried well into Nov were not 

documented and the sightings were more likely 

of  Long-billed Dowitchers.

Long-billed dowitcher: 

Though their migration peak is in Oct, this spe-

cies usually begins arriving in summer, so the 

bird at Fernald on 07 Aug (John Marvin) was 

not unusual.  They did have a larger than usual 

high count, 106 at ONWR on 23 Sep (fide Mark 

Shieldcastle).  The last, and only report in that 

month, was of  seven at Clear Fork on 17 Nov 

(Greg Cornett).

wilson’s snipe: 

This species breeds in Ohio (though sparingly) 

and often overwinters so sightings during the 

whole fall season are expected.  They were found 

in nearly 30 counties with a high count of  22 at 

Caesar Creek on 02 Oct (Larry Gara).

american woodcock:

This odd little breeder was sparsely seen in Aug.  

Sightings throughout the state increased in Sep 

and Oct as migrants came through.  Laurens 

Halsey saw three on 18 Oct in the Virginia Ken-

dall area of  CVNP and Robert Sams found three 

on 31 Oct at Springville Marsh SNP, Seneca.  

The last report, of  only four in the month, was 

on 20 Nov at Shawnee Prairie Preserve, Darke 

(Robb Clifford).

wilson’s phalarope: 

Up to three were seen between 05 and 09 Aug at 

Pickerington Ponds (m.obs.).  They were report-

ed in only seven other counties, with the most – 

four – in Trumbull on 07 Oct (Carole Babyak) 

and the last on 14 Oct at Navarre (BSBO).

red-necked phalarope: 

This phalarope was by far the most numerous, 

being seen in 14 counties.  Up to nine were at 

Pipe Creek for most of  Aug.  Tom Bartlett band-

ed 14 at ONWR between 15 Aug and 04 Sep.  

The 01 Sep survey at Winous Point found 30 (fide 

Mark Shieldcastle) and the last was seen 14 Oct 

at Navarre (BSBO).

red phalarope:

The first was quite early at ONWR on 08 Sep 

(fide Mark Shieldcastle); the next did not show up 

until 28 Sep at Sandy Ridge (Craig Caldwell).  

One or two were at Conneaut 14 through19 Oct 

(m. obs.) and the last of  the season flew by John 

Pogacnik in Lake on 26 Nov.

Black-legged Kittiwake: 

Jim McConnor and Roger Beuk reported one 

10 Sep at Conneaut and John Pogacnik did the 

same on 03 Oct at Lorain Harbor.

sabine’s Gull: 

Single sightings were at the Avon Lake power 

plant, Lorain, on 12 Sep (Jen Brumfield and 

Emil Bacik) and at Lorain Harbor on 03 Oct 

(John Pogacnik).  One spent an atypically long 

time, 21 to 26 Nov, at Metzger Marsh (m.obs.).

Bonaparte’s Gull: 

A trickle of  sightings in Aug turned into a torrent 

of  reports by mid-Sep, and the number of  birds 

exploded in Nov.  There were several counts in 

the 1000 to 5000 range from Lorain Harbor.  

Kenn Kaufman estimated 6000 at the Bayshore 

power plant, Lucas, on 29 Nov.  Inland, sever-

al hundred were seen at Pleasant Hill Lake and 

Caesar Creek on many dates (m.obs.).

Black-headed Gull: 

Jen Brumfield found one at Lorain Harbor on 27 

Nov; it was last reported on 30 Nov. 

Little Gull: 

Conneaut hosted one or two on many dates be-

tween 10 Oct and 06 Nov; given the length of  

time involved, it is possible that the sightings rep-

resent several individuals.  Single birds were seen 
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in Lake on 26 Nov (John Pogacnik), on 27 Nov 

at Lorain Harbor (Jen Brumfield) and Huron 

(Gabe Leidy et al.), and at the Bayshore power 

plant, Lucas, on 29 Nov (Kenn Kaufman).

Laughing Gull: 

One was occasionally seen at Conneaut between 

31 Aug and 12 Sep (m.obs.) and one was at Sum-

mit Lake on 09 Oct (Gregory Bennett).

franklin’s Gull: 

This is clearly a bird of  small waters:  Seven of  

the nine counties represented do not border Lake 

Erie.  The earliest was at Caesar Creek on 13 

Sep (m.obs.); it (presumably the same bird) was 

seen frequently through the rest of  the month.  

There were additional infrequent sightings of  

one bird there in Oct but Larry Gara and Bob 

Powell found a flock of  29 on 28 Oct.  Scott Jen-

nex reported the last of  the season on 28 Nov at 

Lorain Harbor.

ring-billed Gull: 

Our most numerous gull was seen in the hun-

dreds along Lake Erie into Nov, when many 

counts moved into the thousands.  Jen Brumfield 

reported the highest estimate, 8000 at Lorain 

Harbor on 27 Nov.  The highest number else-

where was 4000, at Berlin Reservoir, Mahon-

ing, on 21 Sep (Ben Morrison), and there were 

many triple-digit counts even further south.

california Gull: 

One was reported at Conneaut for three days 

starting on 29 Oct.

herring Gull: 

These were seen throughout the state, though as 

expected counts in the southern counties were 

at most in the low double digits.  On 12 Aug 

Gregory Bennett noted a “dark fuzzy chick on 

a rooftop” in the Cedar Point amusement park, 

Erie, and added that it was “difficult to find a 

flat roof  space…that does NOT have nesting 

HEGU.”  Ken Ostermiller estimated about 2000 

on 13 Nov at Cleveland’s East 72nd Street and 

Jen Brumfield a similar number on 27 Nov at 

Lorain Harbor.  

thayer’s Gull: 

Laura Keene found one at Lorain Harbor on 27 

Nov; many observers saw what  could have been 

the same bird at the Avon Lake power plant, Lo-

rain, the next day.  Kenn Kaufman saw another 

at the Bayshore power plant, Lucas, on 29 Nov.

iceland Gull: 

Robert Royse noted that the one he found on 01 

Nov at Deer Creek was “…a huge surprise both 

for the location and date.”  They usually arrive 

about mid-December and are seldom found far 

south of  Lake Erie.

Lesser Black-backed Gull:  

There were about a dozen reports from Lake 

Erie and a few inland sites.  Craig Holt made the 

first from Conneaut on 04 Sep.  Jen Brumfield 

found the high count of  four at the Avon Lake 

power plant, Lorain, on 28 Nov.  The furthest 

south was at the western end of  Grand Lake 

Saint Marys, Mercer, on 27 Sep (Terry Bron-

son).

Glaucous Gull: 

The first of  these winter visitors was seen 26 Nov 

at Metzger Marsh (m.obs.).  Others were seen on 

27 Nov at Huron (Gabe Leidy and Emil Bacik), 

at East 72nd Street, Cuyahoga (Brian Wulker); 

and in Lake (John Pogacnik).

Great Black-backed Gull:

All of  the sightings were along the Lake Erie 

shore.  A few which probably summered in the 

area were seen in Aug and Sep.  The high count 

of  six was made twice, on 13 Nov along the 

Cleveland lakefront (m.obs.) and on 28 Nov at 

Lorain Harbor (Scott Jennex).

caspian tern: 

Dave Slager and Ben Warner counted 85 at Pipe 

Creek on 19 Aug; smaller numbers were seen 

there through the end of  Sep.  Tom Bain made 

the largest inland count of  18 at Pelican Island, 

Delaware, on 31 Aug.  The last far-north sight-

ing was on 10 Oct at Wildwood SP, Cuyahoga 

(Tom and Mary Anne Romito) and the last of  

the season was only a day later at Caesar Creek 

(Laura Keene).

Black tern: 

Donald Morse, Jr. saw four at East Fork on 03 

Sep for the high count.  Craig Holt found two 

at Conneaut on 04 Sep and John Pogacnik saw 

(possibly the same) two in Lake later that day. 

Franklin’s Gull photographed on 20 Nov 2010 at East Fork SP, 

Clermont, by Allan Claybon.
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Wright Marsh, Wayne, had one on 15 Aug (Levi 

Troyer) and three on 04 Sep (m.obs.). Singles 

were also seen at Pelican Island, Delaware (08 

Sep, Charles Bombaci); Pleasant Hill Lake (15 

Sep, Gary Cowell and Su Snyder); and Walborn 

Reservoir, Stark (17 Sep, Shari Jackson and 

Ronnie Macko).

common tern: 

John Shrader  made the high count of  700 on 18 

Sep at Magee Marsh.  They were seen in moder-

ate numbers at many other Lake Erie sites and a 

sprinkling were as far south as Clermont.  Ben 

Warner and Dave Slager made the last report on 

29 Oct from Huron harbor.

arctic tern: 

Kenn Kaufman found one at Maumee Bay SP, 

Lucas, on the morning of  11 Aug; quite a few 

other birders got to see it before it apparently de-

parted that night.  This bird was the third docu-

mented in Ohio.

forster’s tern: 

These sightings mirrored those of  Common 

Terns except that their peak was later.  Chris 

Pierce found 300 in the Crane Creek estuary 

on 10 Oct.  Kenn Kaufman reported the latest, 

seven at Magee Marsh’s east beach, on 30 Oct.  

Like Commons, they were seen all the way to the 

Ohio River.

pomarine Jaeger: 

There were five reports:  One bird at the mouth 

of  the Cuyahoga River on 13 Nov (m.obs.); 

two at Sunset Park, Lake, on 17 Nov (Dan Ge-

sualdo); a wonderful six off  Rocky River Park, 

Cuyahoga, on 18 Nov (Jen Brumfield); one at 

the Avon Lake power plant, Lorain, on 21 Nov 

(m.obs.); and one at Lorain Harbor on 27 Nov 

(Jen Brumfield and Laura Keene).

parasitic Jaeger: 

Flybys were reported in Lake on 12 Sep and 21 

Nov.  One was reported from Sunset Park, Lake, 

on 17 Nov.  Two were reported off  Rocky River 

Park, Cuyahoga, on 18 Nov.  

Long-tailed Jaeger: 

There were three reports of  sightings on 04 Sep.  

They were at Sunset Park, Lake; at Conneaut; 

and at Huron harbor.  One was reported at a dif-

ferent location in Lake on 05 Sep.  

rock pigeon: 

These were reported from 59 counties, a num-

ber surely reflecting lack of  reporting rather than 

lack of  sightings.  Todd Deal reported a concen-

tration of  175 in Nelsonville, Athens, on 23 Oct.

eurasian collared-dove: 

Dave Slager documented a sighting of  three in 

Celina, Mercer, on 20 Nov.  Other sightings 

were also reported in that city on several dates, in 

ONWR on 28 Oct, near Sugar Creek, Tuscara-

was, on multiple dates in Oct and Nov, in Mari-

on on 19 Nov, and on 21 Nov in Paulding.  

mourning dove: 

There were several accounts of  raptors chasing 

or taking these.  Elliot Tramer’s report of  about 

300 feeding in a recently seeded construction 

area near Waterville, Lucas, on 18 Oct was the 

highest count.

Yellow-billed cuckoo: 

Though this species is even more secretive in fall 

than spring, they were reported from 24 coun-

ties.  Bill Stanley managed to find three during 

a 29 Aug outing in Clermont and three were 

also along the Mahoning Valley Trail, Stark, on 

the same date (fide Robert Hershberger).  Gary 

Cowell and Su Snyder made the last report on 

10 Oct from Killbuck Marsh.

Black-billed cuckoo: 

Black-billeds were found in only seven counties.  

The highest number was three, at Gary Cowell’s 

home in Richland on 02 Aug.  The last was 

one near the ONWR Visitors Center on 19 Sep 

(m.obs.).

Barn owl: 

Wes Hatch found two while chasing the Apple 

Creek, Wayne, Rufous Hummingbird on 06 

Aug.  The only other “sighting” was on 31 Oct, 

when Bob Lane found Barn Owl feathers at what 

he termed a “traditional site” in Columbiana.

eastern screech-owl:

Single birds were found in almost 20 counties.  

Four observers each found two.  They were Hal-

lie Mason in Tuscarawas on 27 Sep, Gary 

Cowell at Killbuck Marsh on 10 Oct, Bruce Mill-

er in Hocking on 23 Oct, and Charles Bombaci 

along Little Walnut Creek, Delaware, on 03 

Nov.

Great horned owl: 

Suzanne Clingman noted on 04 Nov in Cler-

mont, “There is still a young Great Horned beg-

ging for food. It doesn’t call for food every night 

anymore but seems like a mighty lazy youngster 

to still be calling at all.”  There were several ob-

servations of  two birds, and Leslie Warren heard 

three calling near her Mahoning home on 28 

Nov.
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Barred owl: 

Christine McCandliss wrote, “My daughter did 

a great Barred Owl call and was rewarded by 5 

or more Barred Owls replying from across the 

ravine. It was a ‘hoot’!”  This event was on 27 

Sep in Medina.  Others were seen or heard in 

ones and twos in 21 counties.

Long-eared owl: 

One just squeezed into the season on 30 Nov at 

the Chippewa Ford Field, Brecksville Reserva-

tion, Cuyahoga (Jen Brumfield).

short-eared owl: 

Scott Jennex saw the first in Lorain on 16 Oct.  

They were well established in their usual grass-

land strongholds such as Killdeer Plains and The 

Wilds by early Nov.  Richard Counts found the 

high count of  13 in the Hardin wetlands on 28 

Nov.

northern saw-whet owl: 

The first was seen at Mentor Headlands on 10 

Oct; it stayed for several days.  John Pogacnik 

spooked one while filling his feeders in Lake on 

05 Nov.  Five banding stations reported these 

captures:

Akron (Dan Kramer):  26, of  which one was a 

recapture from a previous year

Buzzard’s Roost Preserve, Ross (Bob Scott 

Placier and Kelly Williams-Sieg):  22

Caesar Creek (Rebecca Elephante):  28

Kelleys Island (Tom Bartlett):  57, four of  

which were recaptures; 21 of  the captures were 

on 02 Nov

Miami Whitewater (Lester Peyton):  2

common nighthawk: 

What Elliot Tramer calls the “Formerlycom-

mon Nighthawk” was seen in about 20 counties, 

mostly as small migratory flocks.  Two counts ex-

ceeded 100.   Sean Williams noted 554 passing 

over the OWU campus on 29 Aug.   James E. 

Yoder watched several groups in Aug near New 

Bedford, Coshocton, including what must have 

been the fantastic sight of  1037 on 31 Aug.  Su 

Snyder’s flyover at Killbuck Marsh on 10 Oct 

was the latest sighting.

eastern whip-poor-will: 

Bruce Simpson provided the only report, of  three 

singing birds in Zaleski SF, Vinton, on 03 Sep.

chimney swift: 

The high count of  1400 was shared by Doug 

Overacker on 11 Sep in Springfield, Clark, and 

Robert Foppe on 12 Sep in Clermont.  The last 

sightings, on 13 Oct, were also shared, by Ham-

ilton, Lorain, Mahoning, and Richland.

ruby-throated hummingbird:  

These were widespread until early Oct, and Bill 

Jones reported the last on 23 Oct at Mill Creek.  

The feeders at the Germantown MetroPark Na-

ture Center, Montgomery, hosted 12 on 07 

Aug for Leslie Houser.  What must have been the 

peak of  migration delivered 27 to James E. Yoder 

near New Bedford, Coshocton, on 28 Aug.

rufous hummingbird:  

The only confirmed report was of  one at the 

Christy Troyer home in Wayne; it was first seen 

28 Jul and remained until 21 Sep (m.obs.).

Belted Kingfisher: 

These were reported in over 50 counties.  Regina 

Schieltz saw 14 while boating at Caesar Creek 

on 18 Sep.

red-headed woodpecker: 

Clusters seem to go hand in hand with their rath-

er patchy distribution Joanne Hubinger saw six at 

Oak Openings on 16 Oct and Dwight Chasar et 

al. counted 12 during the 18 Sep CVNP census.

red-bellied woodpecker: 

The high count prize went to the 18 Sep CVNP 

census with 106 (Dwight Chasar et al.).  Bill Stan-

ley’s 24 at East Fork on 25 Sep was the second 

highest count of  the season and the most by a 

single observer. While it’s common to find four 

woodpecker species during a field trip, seeing 

them simultaneously in a single tree must be 

nearly unique.  Ann Oliver did so on 19 Sep 

when Red-bellied, Downy, and Pileated wood-

peckers shared a tree with a Yellow-bellied Sap-

sucker in Rapid Run Park, Hamilton.

Yellow-bellied sapsucker: 

There were no reports from the far northeast, 

where a few pairs breed.  Sean Williams noted 

the first migrants on the OWU campus on 14 

Sep.  Two cemeteries yielded the high count of  

five:  Erie Street, Cuyahoga, on 29 Sep (Aaron 

Milenski), and Spring Grove, Hamilton, on 21 

Nov (Mark Gilsdorf).  The latter sighting includ-

ed two immature birds.  The two which Bruce 

Glick found near Millersburg, Holmes, on 24 

Nov may have been thinking of  overwintering.

downy woodpecker: 

Once again the CVNP census on 18 Sep pro-

duced by far the highest number, 139 (Dwight 

Chasar et al.).  The runner-up was Tom Bartlett’s 

Kelleys Island survey of  13 Sep, which found 28.
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hairy woodpecker: 

These were found in about two-thirds as many 

counties as Downys; they are scarcer because 

they prefer larger and more mature woodlands.  

Four were found on 14 Sep at Blendon Woods 

(Patrick Johnson), and also on 22 Nov along the 

Towpath Trail, Stark (Darrin Petko).  The 18 

Sep CVNP census found 14 (Dwight Chasar et 

al.).

northern flicker: 

Aaron Milenski and John Shrader shared the 

highest counts of  12, at the Erie Street Ceme-

tery, Cuyahoga, on 29 Sep and 24 at Magee 

Marsh on 18 Sep respectively.  These birds were 

probably mostly migrants, though a nest at either 

location would not be a surprise.

pileated woodpecker: 

These flashy giants were found in almost half  

of  our counties.  The highest count, 30 during 

the 18 Sep CVNP census (Dwight Chasar et al.), 

dwarfed the next highest, six at Blendon Woods 

on 02 Oct (Craig Moore).

olive-sided flycatcher: 

Migrants were seen in 14 well-distributed coun-

ties as far south as Hamilton and Vinton, 

though historically most sightings are near Lake 

Erie.  Charles Crawford found the first on 07 

Aug at Carlisle Reservation, Lorain.   James F. 

Yoder saw one on 08 Aug in Tuscarawas which 

Robert Hershberger noted is probably the ear-

liest record for the Bobolink area.  Victor Fazio 

III reported the high count of  three at Shaker 

Heights’ Horseshoe Lake, Cuyahoga, on 01 Sep 

and Charles Bombaci saw the last at Mudhen 

Marsh, Delaware, on 29 Sep.

eastern wood-pewee: 

This common breeder was widespread.   Dwight 

Chasar et al. provided the high count of  16 in the 

CVNP on 18 Sep.  Gary Cowell saw the last on 

23 Oct in Byers Woods, Ashland.

Yellow-bellied flycatcher:

Charles Crawford found the first of  these mi-

grants on 05 Aug at Magee Marsh; the next re-

port was not until 28 Aug, in Cuyahoga (Andy 

Jones).  Kenn Kaufman saw the last on 04 Oct, 

again at Magee Marsh.  Most sightings were of  

singles but several reporters saw two in a given 

area.  BSBO banded 24 at Navarre between 23 

Aug and 24 Sep.

acadian flycatcher: 

There were several reports in Aug of  five individ-

uals; these were probably the first migrants mix-

ing with breeders.  Albert L. Troyer saw the last 

on 05 Oct near Apple Creek, Wayne.

willow flycatcher: 

There were reports from only nine counties, the 

last coming 26 Sep from Sharon Woods MP, 

Franklin (Bill Tacon).  The 01 Aug ONWR 

census found 13 (Ed Pierce et al.)

Least flycatcher: 

There were a few Aug sightings before the mi-

grants began flowing through.  Megan Shoemak-

er saw three on 09 Sep at Independence Dam 

SP, Defiance and John Shrader did the same on 

18 Sep at Magee Marsh.  Paul Krusling reported 

the last was reported on 08 Oct from Fernald.

eastern phoebe: 

These were quite common; the 18 Sep CVNP 

census found 59 (Dwight Chasar et al.).  The last 

report was on 21 Nov at the Lorain impound-

ment (Dan Gesualdo) though typically a few 

overwinter.

Great crested flycatcher: 

ONWR had 10 on 01 Aug (Ed Pierce et al.) and 

the next highest number was the four at Shawnee 

Lookout on 28 Aug (Mark Gilsdorf).  The last 

was reported from Delaware on 26 Sep (Gary 

Moon).

eastern Kingbird: 

Tom Bartlett’s crew found 58 on Kelleys Island 

on 15 Aug, and Beth Fonville counted 25 in Win-

ton Woods CP, Hamilton, on 04 Sep.  Craig 

Moore found the last on 10 Oct in O’Shaugh-

nessy NP, Delaware.

northern shrike: 

At least seven individuals were reported from six 

counties.  The first was along the Wake Robin 

Trail, Lake, from 16 to 18 Oct (m.obs.).  Anoth-

er was seen off  and on at Killdeer Plains between 

28 Oct and 15 Nov (m.obs.).

white-eyed Vireo: 

Aden A. Yoder provided the high count of  10 

from The Wilderness Center, Stark, on 12 Sep.  

Robert Sams made the last report from Spring-

field Marsh, Seneca, on 31 Oct.

Yellow-throated Vireo: 

Many observers noted two of  these per location, 

and Dwight Chasar’s crew found nine on the 18 

Sep CVNP census.  The latest was seen 02 Oct 

at Shawnee Lookout (Albert Scruggs and Julie 

Moore).
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Blue-headed Vireo: 

The first, which Su Snyder noted on 16 Aug at 

Killbuck Marsh, was probably a migrant rath-

er than one of  the state’s scarce hemlock-zone 

breeders.  CVNP which includes that habitat and 

Dwight Chasar et al. found six on 18 Sep.  Elliot 

Tramer reported the last on 02 Nov at CPNWR.

warbling Vireo: 

The highest count, and one of  only a few in 

double digits, was 20 at Metzger Marsh on 14 

Sep (John Shrader).  The last were seen 29 Sep 

at Sandy Ridge (BRAS) and Pipe Creek (Ben 

Warner).

philadelphia Vireo: 

Gary Cowell reported the first a bit earlier than 

usual, on 07 Aug at Malabar Farm SP, Rich-

land.  John Shrader saw four at Magee Marsh 

on 18 Sep and Gregory Bennett found the last in 

Summit on 24 Oct.

red-eyed Vireo: 

This ubiquitous singer was present until 20 Oct, 

when BSBO banders caught one at Navarre.  

There were many double-digit counts crowned 

by the 31 found in CVNP on 18 Sep (Dwight 

Chasar et al.).

Blue Jay: 

Many double-digit flocks were reported in Sep 

and Oct, with Joe Kappa’s 80 at East Fork SP on 

25 Sep being the largest.

american crow: 

Doug Overacker writes, “[The] roost has formed 

in Springfield again.  I haven’t stopped to esti-

mate the numbers but there are thousands.”  Es-

timates around 1000 were made at Clear Fork 

on 05 Nov (Gary Cowell) and Mill Creek on 24 

Nov (Bill Jones).

common raven: 

One was reported in Coshocton on 09 Sep and 

another near Jelloway, Knox, on 07 Nov.

horned Lark: 

Though a few singles were seen throughout sum-

mer, Robert Sams noted the first autumn flock, 

of  33, on 15 Aug at Findlay Reservoir, Han-

cock.  At least 100 had settled in at Killdeer 

Plains by 15 Nov (Charles Bombaci).

purple martin: 

Tom Bain estimated 1100 staging for migration 

on 08 Aug along Moreland Road, Wayne.  The 

third to last sighting was on 20 Sep in Strongs-

ville, Cuyahoga (Curt Harler); BSBO’s station 

at Navarre had a straggler on 05 Oct and one 

exceptionally late bird “lingered into November” 

near Clark, Holmes (fide James E. Yoder).

tree swallow: 

Several staging concentrations of  about 1000 

were noted in mid-Aug, and the last of  the sea-

son of  these, our hardiest swallow, were 14 at 

ONWR on 26 Nov (Karl Overman and James 

Fox).

northern rough-winged swallow: 

Charles Saunders and Mike Busam reported the 

largest flock: 215 were on the lower Great Miami 

River in Butler on 12 Sep.  The last of  the sea-

son was found at the Lorain impoundment on 21 

Nov (m.obs.).

Bank swallow: 

Ken Ostermiller found about 300 gathered in 

Bay View, Erie, on 16 Aug.  BSBO noted the last 

one on 05 Oct at Navarre.

cliff  swallow:  

This is our least common breeding and migrant 

swallow, so the rather small maximum count of  

40, on 14 Aug at Winous Point, is not surprising 

(Chris Decker).  The last were seen in Wayne on 

29 Sep, one at each of  Funk Bottoms (m. obs.) 

and Wright Marsh (Aaron E. Miller).

cave swallow: 

This species is now a regular fall visitor.  The 

first reports were of  one to four seen for three 

days beginning 30 Oct at the Lorain impound-

ment.  Dane Adams, Gabe Leidy, and Doreen 

Linzell documented the find.  James E. Yoder 

saw one near New Bedford, Holmes, on 31 

Oct.  John Pogacnik found two at ONWR on 

25 Nov.  The other reports were of  four at Con-

neaut on 31 Oct, one at Huntington Reserva-

tion, Cuyahoga, on 31 Oct, several in various 

other Lake locations in Oct, and another one in 

Holmes on 25 Nov.

Barn swallow: 

Aug and Sep provided many triple-digit flocks 

with the largest count being 367 on Kelleys Is-

land on 15 Aug (Tom Bartlett et al.).  Two at Deer 

Creek (Gene Stauffer) were a bit later than usu-

al, but the one at Lorain Harbor on 29 Nov was 

decidedly a straggler. Su Snyder noted that she 

“tried real hard to turn it into a Cave Swallow”.  

Several leucistic or albino Barn Swallows were 

seen in the Bobolink area (fide Robert Hershberg-

er).

carolina chickadee: 

For you trivia buffs, this species is the only one of  

the approximately 15 lower-48 endemics whose 
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range includes Ohio.  They were of  course wide-

spread in the southern two-thirds of  the state, 

with 50 being noted in Spring Grove Cemetery, 

Hamilton on 21 Nov (Mark Gilsdorf).

Black-capped chickadee: 

Dwight Chasar et al. found 427 during the 18 Sep 

CVNP census.  There were many double-digit 

counts throughout the northern third of  the 

state.

tufted titmouse: 

These were found throughout the state and sea-

son.  Laura Keene counted 40 in Huntington 

Reservation, Cuyahoga, on 24 Oct.

red-breasted nuthatch: 

The sprinkling of  Aug reports from Ashland, 

Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake probably rep-

resent breeders.  One at Crooked Run SNP, 

Clermont, on 26 Aug was unusually far south 

for that date (Suzanne Clingman).  Numbers of  

reports and individuals built as the season pro-

gressed, with the high being 18 found on Kelleys 

Island on 13 Sep (Tom Bartlett et al.).

white-breasted nuthatch:  

Dwight Chasar’s census crew found an amazing 

111 in CVNP on 18 Sep.  The next highest count 

was also in CVNP, when Hope Orr found 14 in 

the more limited Boston Store area on 30 Sep.

Brown creeper: 

The first two reports were probably of  breeders, 

in Mahoning on 07 Aug (Leslie Warren) and in 

Mohican SF, Ashland, on 27 Aug (Gary Cow-

ell).  A high count of  12 was at Pipe Creek on 29 

Sep (Ben Warner) and they were found through 

the end of  the season.

carolina wren: 

The high count was again from the 18 Sep 

CVNP census; 39 were found (Dwight Chasar et 

al.).  Kathi Hutton estimated 24, most of  which 

were calling, in Crooked Run NP, Clermont, on 

21 Nov.

house wren: 

Ed Pierce’s crew found 30 at ONWR on 01 Aug.  

Other high counts include 16 on the CVNP cen-

sus of  18 Sep (Dwight Chasar et al.) and 10 at 

Blacklick Woods MP, Fairfield (Ben Warner).  

The latest was on the Ohio Wesleyan campus on 

09 Nov (Sean Williams).

winter wren: 

A few nest in the northeast hemlock ravines and 

were reported in those areas in Aug, but John 

Shrader’s 04 Sep bird at Metzger Marsh was 

the first migrant.  They had reached Bass Is-

land, Hamilton, by 10 Oct (Kirk Westendorf).  

Andy R. Troyer found seven near Apple Creek, 

Wayne, on 05 Oct.

sedge wren: 

Craig Moore found one on 14 Aug at Picker-

ington Ponds which could have nested there.  

There were many Sep sightings in Miami White-

water.  Adam H. Yoder and James E. Yoder 

made the high count of  six on 02 Oct at Funk 

Bottoms, and Kirk Westendorf   reported the last 

on 29 Oct at Armleder Park, Hamilton.

marsh wren: 

An exploration of  Funk Bottoms on 29 Sep 

yielded at least 30 (Melvin Weaver, David Weav-

er, and Aaron E. Miller).  Renee Tressler saw 

an adult feeding a new fledgling at Herrick Fen, 

Portage, on 06 Sep.  Members of  a BRAS field 

trip noted the last on 21 Oct at Carlisle Reserva-

tion, Lorain.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 

Caley Reservation, Lorain, held 10 on 25 Aug 

(BRAS).  The latest sighting was on 24 Oct at 

Tanglewood Preserve, Hamilton (Steve Pe-

likan).

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 

A few nest in northeastern conifer stands, but the 

first reported, on 09 Sep at Huntington Reserva-

tion, Cuyahoga, was probably a migrant (Dan 

Gesualdo).  Jay Stenger found the first at the 

other end of  the state in Hamilton on 26 Sep.  

The 03 Oct ONWR census, which found 96 (Ed 

Pierce et al.), was edged for the high count by the 

97 on Kelleys Island on 17 Oct (Tom Bartlett et 

al.).

ruby-crowned Kinglet: 

The first report was from West Woods, Geauga, 

on 06 Sep (eBird user “r.s.”) and they had made 

it to Cincinnati by 14 Sep (Jonathan Frodge).  El-

liot Tramer counted 80 in ONWR count on 07 

Oct.  There were only a few Nov reports; Kenn 

Kaufman made the latest on 23 Nov at Metzger 

Marsh.

eastern Bluebird: 

These were seen throughout the season and 

state; we will see what winter holds for them.  

Dwight Chasar et al. counted 74 during the 18 

Sep CVNP census and Hope Orr found 47 in the 

Boston Store area of  CVNP on 21 Oct.

Veery: 

Of  the fifteen counties which had sightings, 

only Hamilton was south of  Columbus.  The 
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high count was six, on the 18 Sep CVNP census 

(Dwight Chasar et al.).  Most reports were of  sin-

gles but three parties found two.  The latest was 

one banded at Navarre on 12 Oct (BSBO).

Gray-cheeked thrush: 

BSBO saw the season’s first at Navarre on 05 Sep 

and banded a record 274 between then and 11 

Oct.  Adam H. Yoder heard 21 overhead before 

dawn on 25 Sep in Coshocton for the highest 

inland count.  The last were at Navarre (BSBO) 

and Mentor Headlands (Cole DiFabio) on 17 

Oct.  Most sightings were in the north though 

Butler and Hamilton were also represented.

swainson’s thrush: 

Elliot Tramer wrote, “An immense flight must 

have occurred over [northwest] Ohio in the pre-

dawn hours of  September 17.  As I stood out-

side my home in Whitehouse at 5:30-5:40 that 

morning, the sky was continuously ‘alive’ with 

their call notes.”   Adam H. Yoder had a similar 

experience on 25 Sep in Coshocton when he 

counted 143 individuals calling in passage.  The 

earliest sighting was on 24 Aug in College Hill, 

Hamilton (Steve Pelikan), and the latest was 

at the Buckeye Quarry, Allen, on 31 Oct (Brad 

Sparks and Andy Sewell).

hermit thrush: 

Tom Bartlett et al. saw the first migrant on 15 

Aug on Kelleys Island, far from their restricted 

northeast Ohio breeding patches.  The high 

count of  12 was at ONWR on 07 Oct (Kenn 

Kaufman) and also at the Norma Johnson Cen-

ter, Tuscarawas, on 16 Oct (Aden A. Yoder).

wood thrush: 

Greg Cornett saw the latest of  this flute-voiced 

breeder on 31 Oct at his home in Delaware.  

René and Bill McGill made the high count of  

eight in Logan, Hocking, on 16 Aug.

american robin: 

The annual invasion by Canadian robins was 

well underway by 14 Oct, when Andy R. Troyer 

estimated 2200 assembling at an evening roost 

in Wayne.  There were some triple-digit counts 

throughout the state in Sep and the number of  

them increased through the end of  the period.

Gray catbird: 

The highest counts were 35 on 20 Sep at the 

OWU campus (Sean Williams), 50 at ONWR on 

01 Aug (Ed Pierce et al.), and 186 in CVNP on 18 

Sep (Dwight Chasar et al.).  The last sightings, on 

14 Nov, were widely separated:  Five at ONWR 

(eTT) and one at Fernald (Kirk Westendorf).  Of-

ten a few stay into Dec.

northern mockingbird: 

These were found throughout the season.  Kathi 

Hutton noted on 06 Nov that a Felicity, Cler-

mont, “family [of  three juveniles] doesn’t want 

to disperse”.  Robert Hershberger counted the 

high of  nine near Mt. Hope, Holmes, on 03 

Oct. 

Brown thrasher: 

The high count of  eight was on the 01 Aug 

ONWR census (Ed Pierce et al.).  They were spar-

ingly seen through Oct.  The only two records 

in the season’s last month were at the Delaware 

SWA on 07 Nov (Bill Tacon) and in Armleder 

Park, Hamilton, on 28 Nov (Kirk Westendorf).

european starling: 

Many reports were in the thousands.  Gary Cow-

ell made the highest estimate, 6000 in Mansfield, 

Ashland, on 11 Sep.

american pipit: 

Mark Vass saw the first at Conneaut on 12 Sep.  

Perry Hershberger estimated over 200 near 

Farmerstown, Holmes, on 23 Oct.  The last re-

ported for the season were 75 near Miami White-

water, on 24 Nov (Brian Wulker), though some 

are usually in the state all winter.

cedar waxwing: 

Sam Fitton noted dependent young in Preble 

on 24 Sep.  The species was seen in more than 

50 counties and many flocks numbered in triple 

digits.  The high counts were on 31 Aug and 01 

Sep in Coshocton, when Adam H. Yoder and 

James E. Yoder found more than 1000.

Lapland Longspur:  

Aaron E. Miller saw the first four near Apple 

Creek, Wayne, on 27 Sep.  There were a few 

Oct reports before their more numerous Nov 

appearances.  Flocks of  100 to 250 were noted 

in Paulding in late Nov (m.obs.).  They were 

also reported from Allen, Ashtabula, Butler, 

Lucas, and Tuscarawas.

snow Bunting:  

The earliest were seen on 23 Oct at the Find-

lay Reservoir, Hancock (Robert Sams) and they 

had reached East Fork SP by 06 Nov (Bill Stan-

ley).  The high count of  200 was noted 27 Nov 

at Metzger Marsh, Lucas (Ken Ostermiller) and 

there were several counts near 100.  They were 

also reported from 13 other counties.

Blue-winged warbler: 

These were found in 11 counties.  The last two 

were seen 12 Sep in Hamilton.   Ann Oliver 

found one in Rapid Run Park, and Susan and 
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Linda Osterhage saw the other in Shawnee 

Lookout.  Usually a few linger into early Oct.

Golden-winged warbler: 

Four were reported, from The Wilderness Cen-

ter, Stark, on 21 Aug (fide Su Snyder); Farbach 

Warner NP, Butler, on 04 Sep (Albert Scruggs 

and Julie Morris); Magee Marsh on 08 Sep (Jim 

Witter); and the OWU campus, Delaware on 

13 Sep (Sean Williams).

[Blue-winged x Golden-winged (“Brew-

ster’s”) warbler]:  

Edward H. Yoder sighted one near Baltic, Tus-

carawas, on 27 Aug.

tennessee warbler: 

The first was seen 17 Aug in Coshocton (Adam 

H. Yoder) and the last on 30 Oct at a Hamilton 

home (John Marvin).  James F. Yoder found the 

high count of  22 near Saltillo, Holmes, on 04 

Sep.

orange-crowned warbler: 

Most of  the reports were from Columbus north, 

though the first of  the season was found in Zale-

ski SF, Vinton, on 02 Sep (Bruce Simpson).  The 

highest single-day count was near Apple Creek, 

Wayne, on 05 Oct.  Aaron E. Miller found four 

that day and six others as well during the season.  

There were several reports of  twos in Oct and 

Nancy Anderson saw the last individual on 31 

Oct at Geneva SP, Ashtabula.

nashville warbler: 

Rueben Miller found the first on 21 Aug near 

Mt. Eaton, Wayne.  BSBO banded a record 66 

at Navarre between 28 Aug and 13 Oct.  The 

most for a day, 13, were at Villa Angela SP, 

Cuyahoga, on 18 Sep (Nancy Anderson) and 

the last were found at Mill Creek on 17 Oct (Bill 

Jones).  

northern parula: 

This species nests in Ohio, mostly in the south, 

so Bruce Miller’s 02 Aug sighting in Franklin 

could have been either a resident or an early mi-

grant.  The high count was only four, at Magee 

Marsh on 23 Sep (Chris Decker).  Sean Williams 

found the last on the OWU campus on 05 Oct.

Yellow warbler: 

Given that this is one of  our two or three most 

numerous and widespread nesting warblers, find-

ing 33 on 01 Aug in ONWR was not a surprise 

(Ed Pierce et al.).  Almost all of  them had left 

the state before the end of  Oct, but Gabe Leidy 

found one at Conneaut on 06 Nov and that indi-

vidual was seen intermittently until 14 Nov (Rob-

ert and Denise Lane).

chestnut-sided warbler: 

Some nest in Ohio but the 05 Aug bird at Ma-

gee Marsh was almost surely a migrant (Charles 

Crawford).  Ben Warner found the high count of  

12 in Blacklick Woods MP, Fairfield, on 27 Aug.  

Kirk Westendorf   reported the last two on 09 Oct 

at Armleder Park, Hamilton.

magnolia warbler: 

Leslie Houser made the first report, from Ger-

mantown MP, Montgomery, on 07 Aug.  

There were many Sep reports including the 

high estimate of  at least 25 at Villa Angela SP, 

Cuyahoga, on 04 Sep (Nancy Anderson).  Bob 

Beason found the last on 17 Oct at Sheldon’s 

Marsh, Erie.

cape may warbler: 

One at Walnut Creek, Holmes, on 26 Aug was 

a bit later than usual for the first migrant (Ed 

Schlabach).  Perhaps their whole movement 

was shifted, because the last seen was also late, 

an adult female in Franklin on 02 Nov (Bernie 

Master).  The high count was 22, during the 18 

Sep CVNP census (Dwight Chasar et al.).

Black-throated Blue warbler: 

Bob Finkelstein saw the first on 22 Aug at Low-

er Shaker Lake, Cuyahoga.  Irene Krise saw 

the most, eight in Huntington Reservation, 

Cuyahoga, on 11 Sep.  The last was again a 

straggler, a female in Franklin on 04 Nov (Dave 

Slager).

Yellow-rumped warbler: 

Inga Schmidt found the first in Chagrin Falls, 

Geauga, on 22 Aug and they were present in 

many locations into (and probably through) win-

ter.  Several counts of  100 or more were obtained 

in Sep and Oct with the highest being an estimat-

ed 500 at Mentor Headlands on 10 Oct (Claire 

Britton).

Black-throated Green warbler:  

This is a fairly common breeder in some parts of  

the state, but not in Adams where Ned Keller 

and Kathy McDonald found one on 22 Aug.  

They were seen in the state until 16 Oct, with 

that date shared by Mudhen Marsh, Delaware, 

and Bass Island, Hamilton (Charles Bombaci 

and Kirk Westendorf, respectively).  The only 

double-digit counts were 10 at Blacklick Woods 

MP, Fairfield, on 11 Sep (Ben Warner), and 12 

during the 18 Sep CVNP census (Dwight Chasar 

et al.).

Blackburnian warbler: 

The first sightings of  this crowd-pleaser were 
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on 18 Aug, at Sandy Ridge (Dan Gesualdo and 

Lynn Gesualdo) and New Bedford, Coshocton 

(James E. Yoder).  New Bedford also yielded the 

high count of  nine on 27 Aug (Adam H. Yoder).  

The last were at Three Creeks MP, Franklin 

(Rob Thorn) and Armleder Park, Hamilton 

(Kirk Westendorf), both on 09 Oct.

Yellow-throated warbler: 

The 06 Aug sightings at Englewood Preserve, 

Montgomery (Rick Asamoto), and Fernald 

(John Marvin), were well within the species’ 

breeding zone.  There were few reports from 

north of  Columbus with the last of  the “regu-

lar” migrants being seen 23 Sep on the Holmes/

Wayne Rails-to-Trails (Bruce Glick).  The last of  

the migrants were found 10 Oct in Hamilton, 

at Avoca Park (Kirk Westendorf) and Fernald 

(Jay Stenger).  However, fide Robert Hershberger, 

“The individual that overwintered [near Fred-

ricksburg, Wayne] last year returned this year on 

11/29 [David Kline] for a remarkable record.”

pine warbler: 

Many who viewed the Mississippi Kites at Hide-

away Hills, Hocking, on 21 Aug also saw these 

warblers, which probably nested there; this was 

the earliest record of  the season.  Lavon Yoder 

provided the latest at Bakersfield, Tuscarawas, 

on 19 Nov.  Three were reported in Wayne NF, 

Lawrence on 06 Sep (Paul Dresher), and at Ma-

gee Marsh on 18 Sep (Patti Smith).

Kirtland’s warbler: 

Rick Nirschl found one in Spencer Township, 

Lucas, on 19 Sep.  Another was reported at Ma-

gee Marsh on 10 Sep. 

prairie warbler: 

All four reports are described.  Art Mayer found 

one in Hueston Woods on 31 Aug and Russell 

Taylor found one at the Miami Whitewater 

wetlands on 12 Sep.  Bruce Simpson had one 

on both his 02 and 22 Sep trips to Zaleski SF, 

Vinton.

palm warbler: 

Robert Hershberger found an early bird near 

Mt. Hope, Holmes, on 03 Sep.  Aaron E. Mill-

er made the high count of  15 on 06 Oct near 

Apple Creek, Wayne.  Palms were fairly widely 

reported until 17 Oct, when they were seen in 

at least four counties, but the last report was not 

until 08 Nov from Armleder Park, Hamilton 

(Paul Krusling).

Bay-breasted warbler: 

The first was on time but far south in Adams on 

22 Aug (Ned Keller and Kathy McDonald).  Ben 

Warner found 12 in Blacklick Woods MP, Fair-

field, on 11 Sep and Gary Cowell saw the last 

on 11 Oct in the Home Road Marsh, Richland.

Blackpoll warbler: 

Rob Thorn noted that the first, which he saw 

in Gahanna, Franklin, on 06 Aug, was early.  

They left on time, with John Marvin making the 

last sightings on 31 Oct at Fernald.  The birds 

seemed to come in bunches – there were several 

double-digit reports and the high counts were 50 

at Magee Marsh on 18 Sep (John Shrader) and 

81 banded at Navarre on 22 Sep (BSBO).  The 

latter was part of  a record 1017 for the season.

cerulean warbler: 

Six positive identifications were reported be-

tween 24 Aug and 03 Sep; they were seen in Co-

shocton (Adam H. Yoder, Jacob M. Hostetler), 

Holmes (Ed Schlabach), Stark (Su Snyder), 

and Vinton (Bruce Simpson).  Barb Schwallie 

noted “…what I believe was a female Cerule-

an…” at Shawnee Lookout on 24 Aug.

Black-and-white warbler:  

Joshua Eastlake noted the earliest in Burnett 

Woods, Hamilton, on 02 Aug.  The high count 

of  five was shared by the OWU campus on 05 

Sep (Sean Williams) and Magee Marsh on 18 

Sep (John Shrader).  Linda Kurth chased the last, 

a wayward juvenile, out of  her garage in Lucas 

on 12 Oct.

american redstart: 

This is one of  Yellow Warbler’s rivals for the 

“most-widespread and numerous Ohio warbler” 

prize, and they were seen in about 40 counties.  

Irene Krise made the high count of  25 on 19 Sep 

in Elmwood Park, Cuyahoga.   Rob Thorn re-

ported the last on 09 Oct in Three Creeks MP, 

Franklin.

prothonotary warbler: 

These much-sought beauties appeared in 11 

counties.  Ed Pierce et al. found the most, four 

in ONWR on 01 Aug. Darrin Petko saw the last 

along the Towpath North, Stark, on 14 Sep; this 

is about two weeks later than usual.

worm-eating warbler: 

Ryan Steiner found two on 20 Aug in Mohican 

SP, Ashland. On 02 Sep Bruce Simpson found 

a singing male in Zaleski SF, Vinton, and a silent 

individual in Clear Creek MP, Hocking.  These 

were the only reports.

ovenbird: 

Though they are widespread nesting species, the 
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first migrant of  the season was not noted until 

24 Aug, when there was one near Apple Creek, 

Wayne (Aaron E. Miller).  Melvin and David 

Weaver saw the next to last near Trail village, 

Holmes, on 28 Oct.  The last was very much 

a straggler at Magee Marsh on 28 Nov (Mark 

Rozmarynowycz).

northern waterthrush: 

Gabe Leidy and Emil Bacik found the first at 

Pipe Creek on 07 Aug; the next report was not 

until nearly the end of  that month.  All of  the 

reports were of  single birds and the last was on 

14 Oct at Navarre (BSBO).

Louisiana waterthrush: 

Bruce Glick had one near home in Millersburg 

on 05 Aug.  Bill Stanley found three:  two along 

Bootjack Road on 08 Aug and one in East Fork 

SP on 14 Aug.  Both of  his locations are in Cl-

ermont.

Kentucky warbler: 

Bill Stanley found the first two at East Fork SP on 

14 Aug and Eli Hershberger the last on 03 Oct 

near Farmerstown, Holmes.  Between those 

dates three were seen in Butler and one in each 

of  Coshocton, Holmes, and Vinton.

connecticut warbler: 

BSBO banders found the first at Navarre on 

28 Aug.  Craig Moore saw the last at Blendon 

Woods on 09 Oct.  They were recorded in Co-

shocton (two locations), Cuyahoga, Holmes, 

Lake, Lorain (two locations), Tuscarawas, 

and Vinton between those dates.

mourning warbler: 

These were seen in 16 counties from 08 Aug at 

Beatty Landing, Lake (Rebecca Thompson and 

Jim McConnor), to 13 Oct south of  Mt. Hope, 

Holmes (Paul Hershberger).

common Yellowthroat: 

This widespread nester and migrant was last 

seen 22 Nov, in the United American Cemetery, 

Hamilton (Kirk Westendorf), though some-

times a few are in the state through the winter.  

Dwight Chasar et al. counted 81 during the 18 

Sep CVNP census and there were several other 

records in double digits.

hooded warbler: 

Another nester, this species was recorded only 

until 07 Oct, in Coshocton (David H. Yoder).  

The high count of  26 was found during the 

CVNP census on 18 Sep (Dwight Chasar et al.).

wilson’s warbler: 

The first was at Navarre on 24 Aug (BSBO).  

Nancy Anderson found at least 20 on 11 Sep 

at Villa Angela SP, Cuyahoga.  Another nota-

ble day in Cuyahoga was 19 Sep, when Caleb 

Gordon counted 10 at Cleveland harbor and Jen 

Brumfield found 12 at Elmwood Park.  Doug 

Overacker and James E. Yoder saw the last strag-

glers in Clark and Holmes respectively.

canada warbler: 

The first, seen 16 Aug at Sandy Ridge, Lorain 

(BRAS), was probably a migrant because that 

site is rather far from the eastern hemlock gorges 

which it favors for nesting.  All but two of  the 

approximately 25 sightings were of  single birds, 

with the last being on 09 Oct at the Delaware 

SWA, Delaware (Charles Bombaci).

Yellow-breasted chat:  

Jacob M. Hostetler found one in Coshocton on 

28 Sep.  His was the only report from north of  

Columbus and also the latest.  The sightings in 

the other six locations were in a fairly small time 

window.  Kirk Westendorf  saw one or two during 

most of  Aug in Armleder Park, Hamilton.  Rob 

Thorn noted that two remained from summer 

until at least 20 Aug at Pickerington Ponds.  

Shawnee Lookout had one on 22 Aug (Albert 

Scruggs and Julie Morris); so did Blendon Woods 

on 30 Aug (Ben Warner).  The last were in Zale-

ski SF, Vinton, on 02 Sep (Bruce Simpson) and 

Hueston Woods on 07 Sep (Mark Artmeyer).

eastern towhee: 

These were reported in over half  of  our counties 

and throughout the period.  The high count was 

37 in CVNP on 18 Sep (Dwight Chasar et al.) and 

the runner-up was 15 in Buck Creek on 02 Oct 

(Doug Overacker).

american tree sparrow: 

Isaac Miller saw the first of  these winter visi-

tors on 01 Oct at Alum Creek SP, Delaware.  

Charles Bombaci found at least 200 at Killdeer 

Plains on 15 Nov.

chipping sparrow: 

These were seen all season, though sightings 

were sparse after the first week of  Nov.  About 

sixty were found on each of  18 Sep in CVNP 

(Dwight Chasar et al.); 25 Sep in Highland Park 

Cemetery, Cuyahoga (Inga Schmidt); and 03 

Oct near Sugar Creek, Tuscarawas (Leroy A. 

Schlabach).

clay-colored sparrow: 

One male Clay-colored and a female Chipping 
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Sparrow raised two hybrid broods in Terry and 

Barb Sponseller’s Canton yard.  They saw the 

Clay-colored feeding the single youngster on 05 

Aug and last saw any of  them on 22 Aug.  David 

H. Yoder and Adam H. Yoder winkled one mi-

grant from a flock of  Chipping Sparrows near 

New Bedford, Coshocton, on 02 Sep.  Victor 

Fazio III  made the only other sighting of  the 

season on 13 Sep in Shaker Heights, Cuyahoga.

field sparrow: 

This species was widespread throughout the pe-

riod. (It was found in over 40 counties.) Sean Wil-

liams made the high count of  40 on the OWU 

campus on 23 Oct.

Vesper sparrow: 

Up to five were found in the Margaret Peak 

NP, Lorain, through 20 Sep (BRAS) and that 

high count was matched 31 Oct at the Lorain 

impoundment (Mark Rozmarynowycz).  Two 

in Miami Whitewater on 08 Oct were the only 

ones reported from south of  mid-state (Paul Kru-

sling).  Bob and Denise Lane reported the last 

from Mentor Headlands on 14 Nov.

Lark sparrow: 

Though most of  Ohio’s few breeders nest in the 

Oak Openings, OBBA II plots also show scat-

tered sites from Cincinnati northeast past Co-

lumbus.   The Ohio Wesleyan visitor on 09 Aug 

(Sean Williams) could have been a local, while 

the one in Oak Openings on 16 Oct (Joanne 

Hubinger) hung around much later than usual.

savannah sparrow: 

These were reported in only 20 counties but were 

present in the state for the whole season.  Rich-

ard Counts found 125 in the Hardin wetlands 

on 02 Oct.

Grasshopper sparrow: 

These little skulkers were reported in 11 coun-

ties spread from Lake to Hamilton, with a high 

count of  12 from Fernald in the latter (John Mar-

vin).  James F. Yoder saw the last on 17 Oct near 

Walnut Creek, Holmes.

henslow’s sparrow: 

This much-sought species was reported from 

three sites.  They were regular in VOA Park, 

Butler, with a high count of  six on 05 Aug (Lau-

ren Kane). Gary Moon found one at Hoover 

Meadows, Delaware, on 27 Sep. There were 

also reports from the Coliseum Grasslands area 

of  CVNP on 30 Sep (Dan Gesualdo) and 03 Oct 

(m.obs.).  

Le conte’s sparrow: 

Jen Brumfield found the first on 27 Sep, at the 

CVNP Coliseum Grasslands.  They were regular 

along the Wake Robin Trail in Mentor Marsh, 

Lake, from 09 to 23 Oct (m.obs.).  That late 

date was shared by the OWU campus (Sean Wil-

liams).  Two were found at Funk Bottoms on 16 

Oct (m.obs.)  There were also single reports from 

Lucas and Tuscarawas.

nelson’s sparrow:  

Sean Williams found the earliest on the OWU 

campus on 19 Sep and they shared the Wake 

Robin Trail with Le Conte’s Sparrows from 02 

to 18 Oct (m.obs.).  There were several reports 

of  up to four in “Snipe Marsh”, Delaware, for 

a few days starting 22 Sep. Lucas, Pickaway, 

Seneca, Tuscarawas, Warren, and Wayne 

also provided sightings.

fox sparrow: 

Our largest common sparrow first appeared 

on 25 Sep at Dike 14, Cuyahoga (Patience 

Hoskins).  They were seen through the end of  

the period, with a high count of  68 at CPNWR 

on 02 Nov (Elliot Tramer).

song sparrow: 

This adaptable sparrow was reported from 60 

counties.  Hallie Mason watched parents feed a 

late youngster in Tuscarawas on 18 Sep.  There 

were many counts in double digits; a “sparrow 

walk” near Sugar Creek, Tuscarawas, on 05 

Oct found 155 (Ed Schlabach) and Dave Slager 

estimated 100 at the Lorain impoundment on 31 

Oct.

Lincoln’s sparrow: 

Sean Williams found the first, on the OWU cam-

pus on 05 Sep.  Migration was well under way by 

the middle of  the month.  The largest of  the few 

double-digit counts was of  33 on Ed Schlabach’s 

05 Oct “sparrow walk” in Tuscarawas.  Paul 

Krusling reported the last two at Armleder Park, 

Hamilton, on 08 Nov.

swamp sparrow: 

These were found throughout the state and peri-

od with a high count of  100 at Funk Bottoms on 

02 Oct (Adam H. Yoder).

white-throated sparrow: 

In character with the species’ broad-front mi-

gration, the first sightings, on 10 Sep, were at 

Navarre (BSBO) and Huntington Reservation, 

Cuyahoga (Dan Gesualdo).  They reached Cl-

ermont by 26 Sep (Bill Stanley).  Dave Slager 

made the high count of  250 on 31 Oct at the 
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Lorain impoundment, but Carole Babyak noted 

“hundreds” in a logged area near Niles, Trum-

bull, on 13 Oct.

white-crowned sparrow: 

The earliest sightings were on 20 Sep, in the Ira 

Road area of  CVNP (Tom and Mary Anne Ro-

mito) and in a Stark yard (Pat Soehnlen).  They 

were followed quickly by more along the north-

ern border counties.  They were in Hamilton by 

02 Oct (Ned Keller). The largest concentration 

was estimated at 75, in ONWR on 09 Oct (Chris 

Pierce).

Golden-crowned sparrow:  

The individual which Tom Bartlett banded at a 

Hancock residence on 16 Apr 2009, and which 

was present for the winter of  2009-2010, re-

turned again to be seen 20 Nov (m.obs.).

dark-eyed Junco: 

The earliest, seen 01 Aug in Kirtland, Lake 

(anonymous eBird contributor) and 17 Aug in the 

Chagrin River valley, Geauga (Inga Schmidt) 

had probably nested near those sites.  James E. 

Yoder saw the first definite migrant near New 

Bedford, Coshocton, on 19 Sep.  Dave and Em-

ily Slager found about 100 in Greenlawn Ceme-

tery, Franklin, on 21 Nov.

summer tanager: 

As expected, the bulk of  the reports were from 

the southern third of  the state, where this spe-

cies commonly nests.  One did summer near 

Millersburg, Holmes, and was last seen 05 Aug 

(James Hershberger).  One seen frequently from 

24 Aug to 29 Sep at Blendon Woods was towards 

the northern edge of  the contiguous breeding 

zone.  One summered well north of  that zone at 

the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, Cuyahoga, 

and was last seen 07 Sep (m.obs.).  Steve Pelikan 

saw the last in Tanglewood Preserve, Butler, on 

09 Oct.

scarlet tanager: 

These were fairly widely reported, with a high 

count of  13 in northeast Coshocton on 12 Sep 

(Adam H. Yoder).  Oddly, the last was seen in the 

far north, on 24 Oct at Beatty Landing, Lake 

(Cole DiFabio and Rebecca Thompson).

northern cardinal: 

Many field trips found 30 or more, and the 18 

Sep CVNP census counted 183 (Dwight Chasar 

et al.).

rose-breasted Grosbeak: 

The high count of  14 was shared by the CVNP 

census on 18 Sep (Dwight Chasar et al.) and 

Bill Yeck Park, Montgomery, on 25 Sep (John 

Shrader). Darrin Petko found the latest on 03 

Nov on the Towpath North, Stark.  They were 

reported from only 25 counties, fewer than the 

editor expected given that they breed almost 

statewide.

Blue Grosbeak: 

This is primarily a southern nester but for a scat-

tering of  sites north to about US 30 and the dis-

junct population in Lucas.   The high count of  

three occurred twice, on 14 Aug at Fernald (Kirk 

Westendorf) and in Wayne on 04 Sep (James E. 

Yoder).  Jay Stenger saw the season’s last on 10 

Oct at Fernald.  

indigo Bunting: 

Several double-digit concentrations were re-

ported, with the most, 33, being found 01 Aug 

during the ONWR census (Ed Pierce et al.).  Two 

weeks went by between the second last sighting, 

on 17 Oct on Kelleys Island (Tom Bartlett et al.), 

and the last on 31 Oct by Regina Schieltz on her 

Darke farm.

dickcissel: 

These were reported from 10 locations.  John 

Marvin’s count of  20 at Fernald on 01 Aug was 

notable.  Several areas had three birds. The only 

reports after Aug were of  one at a feeder on 

Kelleys Island on 13 Sep (Pat Hayes), one heard 

overhead in the pre-dawn of  25 Oct in Coshoc-

ton (Adam H. Yoder), and one photographed 

at a residence near CVNP on 26 and 28 Nov, 

which is a month after their usual departure (fide 

Dwight Chasar).

Bobolink:  

Reports came from 15 counties, with only But-

ler and Hamilton being south of  Columbus.  

Robert Schlabach provided the high count of  

60 near Sugar Creek, Tuscarawas, on 13 Sep.   

James E. Yoder saw the last two on 16 Oct at 

Funk Bottoms.

red-winged Blackbird: 

There were many reports of  1000 or more, with 

an estimate of  5000 at Funk Bottoms on 07 Nov 

being the highest (Ken Ostermiller).

eastern meadowlark: 

These were seen throughout the period in, of  

course, the grassier parts of  the state.  Leroy A. 

Schlabach had the high count, 27, west of  Wal-

nut Creek, Holmes, on 25 Aug.

Yellow-headed Blackbird: 

Ed Pierce et al. found one during the 05 Sep 

ONWR census.
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rusty Blackbird: 

Tim Krynak noted the first on 18 Sep in May-

field, Cuyahoga and there were a few other 

reports in that month.  There were many dou-

ble-digit counts, a few in triple digits, and one es-

timate of  about 1000 over ONWR in early Nov 

(Elliot Tramer).

Brewer’s Blackbird:  

Aaron E. Miller saw and heard a female near 

Kidron, Wayne, on 22 Oct.  Eric Mullholand 

found “a small group” at Killdeer Plains on 26 

Nov.

common Grackle: 

Migratory flocks of  several thousand were noted 

in many locations.  Elliot 

Tramer estimated 14,500 flew over him at Oak 

Openings in a 15 minute period on 25 Sep.

Brown-headed cowbird: 

These were found throughout the period.  A 

flock of  about 2500 on 24 Nov near Fernald was 

the largest reported (Brian Wulker).

orchard oriole: 

This species was reported in nine counties.  Two 

were seen at each of  Fernald on 14 Aug (Kirk 

Westendorf), Margaret Peak NP, Lorain, on 14 

Aug (BRAS), and on 15 Aug on Kelleys Island 

(Tom Bartlett et al.).  Joe Kappa and Jay Stenger 

reported the latest from Shawnee Lookout on 11 

Sep.

Baltimore oriole: 

The 15 Aug Kelleys Island census provided the 

high count of  37 (Tom Bartlett et al.).  The sec-

ond to last report, on 22 Sep from Zaleski SF 

(Bruce Simpson) preceded the last by almost 

three weeks.  Terry Bronson found that straggler 

in Huron, Erie, on 07 Oct.

purple finch: 

Though these nest in the far northeast and the 

Mohican area, the earliest sighted was probably 

a migrant; it was on the OWU campus on 15 

Aug (Sean Williams).  Adam H. Yoder observed 

51 flybys in Coshocton during Oct and Nov 

with the high count of  21 on 31 Oct.

house finch: 

This common feeder bird is not confined to 

urban and suburban habitats despite its name.  

Dwight Chasar et al. obtained the high count of  

50 during the 18 Sep CVNP census.

red crossbill: 

There were two sightings, both of  eight, and 

both in Lucas.  Elliot Tramer saw them pass 

overhead in Whitehouse on 21 Nov and Greg 

Links found his in Cullen Park trees on 29 Nov.

white-winged crossbill: 

Usually these are more numerous than Red 

Crossbills, but there were only four reports, all of  

singles.  The Bobolink-area Rare Bird Alert noted 

one on 04 Nov but without a location.  One was 

in Millersburg, Holmes, on 05 Nov (fide Sean 

Williams), one joined Pine Siskins at a Richland 

feeder on 12 and 13 Nov (Albert L. Troyer), and 

one made a brief  visit to John Pogacnik’s feeder 

in Lake on 14 Nov.

common redpoll: 

John Pogacnik saw six in Geneva SP, Lake, on 

30 Oct and three at his Lake feeder on 13 Nov. 

Robert Sams saw three in Van Buren SP, Han-

cock, on 07 Nov and one was “the best bird of  

the season” at Emery A. Yoder’s Holmes feeder 

on 23 Nov. 

pine siskin: 

This species was surprisingly widespread, being 

reported from about 20 counties all the way to 

Clermont and Hamilton.  The first was in Lu-

cas on 19 Sep (Doug Overacker) and the high 

count of  25 was at Villa Angela SP, Cuyahoga, 

on 10 Oct (Tim and Laura Dornan).  There were 

several other double-digit counts.

american Goldfinch: 

Many double-digit flocks were reported. Dwight 

Chasar’s crew counted the high of  311 during 

the 18 Sep CVNP census.

evening Grosbeak: 

This uncommon visitor was seen five times.  The 

Wallace Dowd SWA, Hocking, had three on 

17 Sep (Lynda Andrews); one was briefly at a 

South Russell, Geauga, feeder on 01 Nov (Sue 

and Paul Kiplinger); single flybys were noted at 

two Holmes locations on 06 Nov (Levi A. Yoder 

and an unrecorded reporter); and two flew over 

a group of  birders near Conneaut on 13 Nov 

(Adam H. Yoder, James E. Yoder).

house sparrow: 

“Only” 65 counties were represented, probably 

because many of  us try to ignore this aggressive 

interloper.
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new research

aBstract

Baseline bird surveys provide an anchor for 

contemporary observations. The rate and mag-

nitude of  changes observed are more accurately 

judged as our temporal perspective broadens.  

Here we conduct an avifauna survey of  Sugar-

creek Metropark in 2010, matching an identical 

survey conducted in 1978.  We examined chang-

es in avifauna species richness and composition 

and compared local changes to statewide trends.  

Species richness declined 19%.  This decline was 

most pronounced for migratory species, which 

declined 28%. Only three species ranked among 

the ten most abundant species in both time peri-

ods. These results demonstrate a major turnover 

in the avian community. Local trends for indi-

vidual species mostly mirrored statewide trends. 

Historic surveys provide a useful baseline for 

contemporary observations, and re-surveys allow 

us to develop a more complete understanding of  

how our avifauna is changing.

introduction

Since 1966, the North American Breeding 

Bird Survey (BBS) has generated a wealth of  

data highlighting both continental and regional 

bird population trends, which in turn stimulated 

research into the consequences and mechanisms 

of  habitat fragmentation (Robbins et al. 1989; 

Askins 1993).  However, the utility of  BBS data is 

limited for natural areas managers, because the 

spatial resolution of  the BBS is too coarse (Hutto 

and Young 2002).  Park-specific bird surveys are 

of  more use to managers, but budget constraints 

often prevent continuous monitoring efforts.  In 

addition, the absence of  historical baseline sur-

veys pose a challenge, because the more restricted 

our temporal perspective, the more likely we are 

to misjudge the rate and magnitude of  change 

(Magnuson 1990).  Historic baselines provide an 

anchor for contemporary observations. 

Several researchers have repeated histori-

cal surveys to evaluate local avifauna changes 

through time (Ambuel and Temple 1982; Hall 

1984; Horn 1985; Wilcove 1988).  Because re-

peating historical surveys cover only two (or 

sometimes more) points in time, researchers 

cannot always disentangle short-term variability 

from meaningful change.  However, repeating 

historical surveys remains a valid way to assess 

change at a particular locale between two points 

in time, and it can be a useful supplemental 

source of  data for regional or national monitor-

ing efforts conducted at coarser spatial scales.

In this study, we repeat an historical survey 

to examine changes in the bird community at 

Sugarcreek Metropark between 1978 and 2010.  

Part of  the Five Rivers Metropark system, Sugar-

creek Metropark (39.62º N, -84.10ºW) is located 

in Greene County in southwestern Ohio, 24 km 

SE of  Dayton.  The Five Rivers GIS system indi-

cates that vegetation in the 237 hectare (585 acre) 

park consists mostly of  broadleaf  deciduous for-

est (89%) and grassland (6%) with lesser amounts 

of  controlled succession, conifer forest, and de-

veloped areas (Hays 2011).  One major change 

in vegetation occurred between the sampling pe-

riods.  In the late 1970s, Amur honeysuckle (Lon-

icera maackii) established and spread throughout 

the park, forming a dense shrub layer. Field sur-

veys conducted by park staff  reveal that over half  

of  the forest contains > 40% coverage by Amur 

honeysuckle (Hays 2011).

This study had three objectives:  1) Identify 

changes in the richness and abundance of  resi-

dent and migrant species at Sugarcreek, 2)   Iden-

tify changes in the abundance of  the ten most 

common species during each time period, and   

3) Compare changes at Sugarcreek Metropark 

to statewide trends during the same time period.  

Our goal was to provide a picture of  how the 

bird community at Sugarcreek changed between 

1978 and 2010.

methods

In 1978, Noss (1981) surveyed the birds of  

chanGes in the suGarcreeK metroparK

Bird communitY Between 1978 and 2010
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Sugarcreek to determine species richness, com-

position, and relative abundance during the 

breeding and postbreeding season.  From 31 

May to 9 August, Noss conducted 33 breeding 

bird surveys, beginning a half  hour before sun-

rise and continuing for three hours. Surveys 

were conducted during mornings of  fair weather 

conditions.  Using both an auditory and visual 

fixed-strip technique with a 40-m width (Em-

len 1971), Noss walked the existing trails, with 

frequent stops to look and listen for birds. The 

number and identity of  all birds seen, heard, or 

flying over the strip was recorded.  Different trail 

routes were walked on different days to provide 

a stratified sample each week.  The identity and 

number of  each species recorded is provided in 

Noss (1981).

We repeated this study in 2010, conducting 33 

surveys from 31 May to 8 August.  We consulted 

with Noss, making sure that we correctly repli-

cated his methods and effort in our protocol.  We 

tallied the identity and number of  each species 

encountered in each survey. 

We used rarefaction analysis to compare spe-

cies richness between 1978 and 2010.  Rarefac-

tion is a desirable statistical approach when there 

is an unequal number of  individuals present in 

different samples, because it provides an expect-

ed species richness for a sample consisting of  

fewer individuals (Gotelli and Colwell 2001).  For 

1978 and 2010, we generated a rarefaction curve 

using Analytic Rarefaction 2.0 (Hunt Mountain 

Software 2009). This software also allowed us to 

obtain 95% confidence intervals for each species 

richness estimate, following Heck et al. (1975).  

Therefore we could determine, for a given num-

ber of  birds, whether species richness significant-

ly differed between the 1978 and 2010 samples.  

We also partitioned data into resident and mi-

gratory species.  Resident species are those that 

are present throughout the year.  This category is 

broad, in that it includes species like Blue Jay that 

have both resident and migratory populations 

(Tarvin and Woolfenden 1999).  These popula-

tions in summer and winter could be made up of  

different individuals, but we classify the species 

as resident.  It also includes Carolina Wren, a 

species undergoing a range expansion (Haggerty 

and Morton 1995).  It was absent in 1978, but 

a permanent resident by 2010.  Migratory spe-

cies are those that are not present throughout 

the year, and includes both short- and long-dis-

tance migrants.  We computed separate rarefac-

tion curves for resident and migratory species 

in both1978 and 2010.  Species maintained the 

same designation during both sample periods.  

 To determine if  there were any changes in 

the abundance of  the most common birds be-

tween sampling periods, we determined the 

ten most abundant species in 1978, and the ten 

most common in 2010. Because three species 

were common to both periods, we analyzed data 

for 17 species.  For each species, we tested the 

null hypothesis that the proportion of  individ-

uals present did not change between sampling 

periods.  We tested this hypothesis using a 2 x 

2 contingency table, and evaluated statistical 

significance using a chi-square test.  To obtain 

expected frequencies, we computed the aver-

age relative abundance of  a given species using 

the combined 1978 and 2010 survey data.  We 

multiplied this value by the total number of  in-

dividuals present in 1978 to obtain an expected 

abundance in 1978, and by the total number of  

individuals present in 2010 to obtain an expected 

abundance in 2010.  Because we conducted 17 

chi-square tests, we applied a Bonferroni correc-

tion for multiple comparisons to our P-values.  As 

a result, we required a threshold of  P < 0.0029 

(0.05/17) for a result to be considered statistically 

significant.

 To compare population trends of  individu-

al species at Sugarcreek to statewide trends in 

Ohio, we calculated annualized growth or de-

cline ratesfor each species as: 

S(x) = (ln (Ix2010) / (Ix1978)) / 32)

where S(x) is the annualized change in species 

x, and Ix is the number of  individuals for that 

species. These annualized percent changes were 

compared to the statewide data for Ohio (BBS 

2011), using data from 1978 and 2010 to com-

pute the same annualized change.  We confined 

this anlysis to species with ten or more individ-

uals observed for each year at Sugarcreek (n = 

31). To determine if  there was a significant re-

lationship between local and statewide trends 

in growth or decline rates, we used a Spearman 

rank correlation.

resuLts 

The 1978 survey contained 7,609 individ-

uals representing 77 bird species. In the 2010 

survey we counted 6,443 individuals represent-

ing 63 species (Table 1). If  species richness had 

not changed between 1978 and 2010, we should 

have observed 76.5 species even with the reduced 

number of  individuals in our sample (Fig. 1).  In-

stead, we recorded a 19% decline in species rich-

ness between 1978 and 2010.  

Resident species comprised 64% of  all in-

dividuals recorded in 1978, and 80% in 2010.  

Despite the total increase in resident individuals, 
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rarefaction revealed an 8% decline in resident 

species richness between 1978 and 2010 (Fig. 

1).  Between 1978 and 2010, there was a decline 

in the relative proportion (36% to 20%) of  in-

dividuals belonging to migratory species.  The 

abundance of  individuals belonging to migratory 

species recorded in 2010 was less than half  (48%) 

of  the number recorded in 1978.  We recorded 

a 28% decline in migratory species richness be-

tween 1978 and 2010 (Fig. 1).  Migrants detected 

in 1978 but absent in 2010 are listed in Table 1.

 Of  the ten most abundant species in either 

1978 or 2010, six have increased at least two-

fold since 1978: Northern Cardinal, American 

Crow, American Robin, Blue Jay, Tufted Tit-

mouse, and Red-Bellied Woodpecker (Fig. 2a). 

In contrast, seven species declined by more than 

50% since 1978: Common Grackle, Red-winged 

Blackbird, American Goldfinch, Blue-gray Gnat-

catcher, European Starling, Field Sparrow, and 

Brown-headed Cowbird (Fig 2b).  Indigo Bun-

ting declined 33%. Three species showed no 

statistically significant changes in abundance: 

Carolina Chickadee, Acadian Flycatcher, and 

Eastern Towhee. 

 Temporal change in species abundance at 

Sugarcreek generally reflected changes in Ohio 

during the same period (n = 31; Spearman r 

= 0.40; P = 0.03). Although the magnitude of  

changes of  particular species at Sugarcreek are 

greater than for the state as a whole, the local and 

state-wide data exhibit a positive rank correlation 

for species with ten or more individuals recorded 

in each time period.

discussion

When compared to 1978, the avifauna at 

Sugarcreek in 2010 consisted of  fewer species 

and fewer individuals.  These declines were 

largely concentrated in migratory species.  The 

relative abundance of  resident species increased 

during this time, although absolute abundances 

declined.  There was considerable turnover in 

the most common species; only 3 of  the ten most 

common species in 1978 were still among the ten 

most common in 2010.  Changes in the abun-

dance of  particular species at Sugarcreek gener-

ally mirrored statewide trends, with a few excep-

tions.  It may seem exceptional that a protected 

area would experience such drastic declines in 

species richness in just a few decades.  Howev-

er, such declines were predicted by Noss (1981).  

We encourage readers to carefully consider the 

caveats and qualifications when interpreting our 

results.

First, we recorded 15% fewer individuals 

than Noss (1981).  Were there really fewer indi-

viduals present in 2010?  It is possible that there 

was a real decline in the number of  individual 

birds over the past 32 years. Other researchers 

have reported declines in total abundance of  

birds through time (Holmes and Sherry 1986, 

2001; Askins and Philbrick 1987; Rittenhouse 

et al. 2010).  Two possible mechanisms for bird 

declines include year-to-year weather variation 

and migration hazards.  The winter of  1978 

was among the coldest on record in southwest-

ern Ohio, whereas 2010 had a warm and wet 

spring.  It is possible that in 1978, there were still 

late spring migrants passing through Sugarcreek 

in late May and early June, which may have 

inflated the 1978 number of  birds observed.  

However, only migratory birds that breed locally 

were observed in both surveys, suggesting that 

late migrants cannot account for this difference.  

The Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf  of  

Mexico that occurred in spring 2010 may have 

reduced the numbers of  successful trans-Gulf  

migrants (Table 1).  Research to date has focused 

on oil spill impacts on shorebirds (Henkel et al. 

2012), but passerines might also be affected.  

Trans-Gulf  migrants were only a third as abun-

dant in 2010 as they were in 1978 at Sugarcreek.  

However, this study is not designed to assess what 

fraction of  these declines (if  any) might be attrib-

utable to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Alternatively, there may not have been a real 

decline in bird numbers.  Environmental stochas-

ticity (i.e., year-to-year variation in survival and 

reproduction) alone could account for an above 

average number of  birds breeding in 1978, and/

or a below average number of  birds breeding in 

2010.  Likewise, differences between the birding 

skills of  observers could also create an apparent 

decline in individuals when in fact no such de-

cline exists (Preston 1979).  While we were care-

ful to replicate the protocols, timing, and intensi-

ty of  the original survey, differences in skill level 

could account for differences in the number of  

birds recorded.   In “snapshot” type studies from 

a single site like ours, even simple questions like 

“Have the number of  individual birds declined?” 

is difficult to answer, as there are multiple factors 

that can influence standardized counts 32 years 

apart.

Despite differences in in the numbers of  in-

dividuals present during both sampling periods, 

rarefaction analysis allows us to infer with confi-

dence that there has been a real decline in spe-

cies richness, particularly for migratory species. 

There have been many studies in recent decades 

that found sustained declines of  migratory spe-

cies in wooded habitats bordered by agricultural 



Vol. 34 No. 1

33

and residential land uses (Ambuel and Temple 

1982; Brooks and Bonter 2010).  Despite our 

failure to detect many migratory species in 2010 

(Table 1), we make no claims that these species 

are extirpated from Sugarcreek.  Our field sur-

veys were not designed to exhaustively survey all 

species present at Sugarcreek, so some of  these 

species (like Chimney Swift and Baltimore Ori-

ole) may have in fact been present in the park but 

undetected.  It seems probable that in some years 

these species will return in larger numbers some 

years to breed, so we are not confident that any 

of  the species missing in 2010 reflect permanent 

extirpations.

 There was considerable turnover in the iden-

tity of  the most abundant species between 1978 

and 2010.  It is tempting to offer explanations for 

why some species increased and others declined 

over the interval.  For example, the increase in 

Northern Cardinals and American Robins could 

be due to the local increase of  Amur Honey-

suckle over the past 32 years (McClusker et al. 

2010; Gleditschand and Carlo 2011; Rodewald 

2012), and the decline in Red-winged Black-

birds probably reflects in the disappearance of   a 

damp depression that persisted for several years 

following the installation of  a sewer line in 1972 

(Noss 1981; Hays 2011).  However, our study was 

designed only to identify shifts in species compo-

sition and abundance, not the underlying causes.  

However, future researchers will likely be able to 

evaluate how honeysuckle has shaped this bird 

community.  Five Rivers Metroparks currently 

lists honeysuckle control as a high management 

priority at Sugarcreek, and this is likely to oc-

cur within the next few years.  If  honeysuckle is 

driving population changes for American Robin, 

Northern Cardinal, and other frugivores, we pre-

dict these species will decline following manage-

ment intervention.  

Shifts in the avifauna at Sugarcreek between 

1978 and 2010 were positively correlated with 

shifts in Ohio.  Of  the thirty-one species an-

alyzed, twenty-two exhibited the same trend 

abundance (either an increase or decrease) both 

at Sugarcreek and throughout Ohio between 

1978 and 2010.  Nine species did not follow this 

trend.  Six species declined locally but increased 

statewide: Yellow-throated Warbler, Red-eyed 

Vireo, Mourning Dove, Indigo Bunting, House 

Wren, and Common Grackle. Acadian Fly-

catcher (thought to be adversely affected by 

Amur honeysuckle – Rodewald 2012), Eastern 

Wood-Pewee, and Tufted Titmouse increased 

at Sugarcreek, but declined statewide.  Holmes 

and Sherry (2001) found similar patterns in pop-

ulation trends when they compared twenty-four 

forest bird species at Hubbard Brook Experimen-

tal Forest to Breeding Bird Survey data in New 

Hampshire.  Most but not all species at Hubbard 

Brook mirrored statewide trends.  

Are these 32-year changes in the Sugarcreek 

avifuana real, or a short-term deviation?  While 

we do not have a compelling answer to this 

question, this question could not even be asked 

without the careful and well-documented re-

search by Noss (1981).  While Noss (1981) sought 

to describe the richness and composition of  the 

Sugarcreek avifauna and interpret the results in 

the context of  reserve design, we have re-pur-

posed his data to describe the dynamic nature 

of  richness and composition.   Because historic 

baseline surveys provide a conceptual anchor for 

contemporary observations, we encourage orni-

thologists to locate existing baselines and con-

duct re-surveys whenever possible.  Together, we 

can construct a more nearly complete picture of  

how bird life is changing in the state.
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species 1978 2010 status

Canada Goose 0.0 0.5 R

Wood Duck 0.1 0.2 M

Mallard 0.6 0.6 R

Northern Bobwhite 0.3 0.0 R

Ring-necked Pheasant 0.6 0.0 R

Great Blue Heron <0.1 0.1 R

Green Heron 0.5 0.0 M

Turkey Vulture <0.1 1.7 M

Cooper’s Hawk 0.0 0.1 R

Red-shouldered Hawk 0.0 0.1 R

Red-tailed Hawk 0.1 0.2 R

American Kestrel 0.3 0.0 R

Killdeer 0.3 0.0 R

Spotted Sandpiper 0.1 0.0 M

American Woodcock 0.1 0.0 M

Rock Pigeon 2.7 0.0 R

Mourning Dove 1.1 0.4 R

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2.8 0.0 M*

Black-billed Cuckoo 0.8 0.0 M*

Great-horned Owl <0.1 <0.1 R

Barred Owl 0.1 <0.1 R

Chimney Swift 3.9 0.0 M*

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 0.2 0.1 M*

Belted Kingfisher 0.9 0.2 R

Red-headed Woodpecker 0.2 0.0 R

Red-bellied Woodpecker 1.7 6.3 R

Downy Woodpecker 3.9 4.9 R

Hairy Woodpecker 0.1 0.2 R

Northern Flicker 3.0 1.9 R

Pileated Woodpecker 0.5 2.7 R

Easterb Wood-Pewee 3.1 5.2 M*

Acadian Flycatcher 7.6 8.9 M

Willow Flycatcher 1.9 0.0 M

Great Crested Flycatcher 0.8 0.3 M*

Eastern Kingbird 0.2 1.1 M*

White-eyed Vireo 1.7 0.0 M*

Yellow-throated Vireo 0.9 0.4 M*

Warbling Vireo 0.4 0.0 M*

Red-eyed Vireo 7.6 3.6 M*

Blue Jay 2.0 7.0 R

American Crow 5.2 15.1 R

Table 1.  Mean number of  individuals per species recorded per 3 hr survey (n = 33 surveys) during 

the breeding seasons of  1978 and 2010.  Status indicates whether the species is a permanent resident 

( R ) or migratory (M).  Trans-Gulf  migrants are denoted as M*.
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species 1978 2010 status

Purple Martin 0.5 0.0 M*

Tree Swallow 0.1 1.2 M

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1.2 0.0 M

Barn Swallow 0.7 <0.1 M*

Carolina Chickadee 13.6 14.2 R

Tufted Titmouse 5.6 11.8 R

White-breasted Nuthatch 0.9 5.0 R

Carolina Wren 0.0 2.4 R

House Wren 3.4 0.3 M*

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 11.7 4.0 M

Eastern Bluebird 0.0 0.2 R

Wood Thrush 1.1 2.2 M*

American Robin 8.0 17.6 R

Gray Catbird 1.2 0.3 M*

Northern Mockingbird 0.1 0.1 R

Brown Thrasher 2.1 <0.1 M

European Starling 10.6 0.5 R

Cedar Waxwing 0.5 0.0 R

Ovenbird 0.2 0.2 M*

Blue-winged Warbler 0.2 0.0 M*

Black-and-white Warbler 0.3 0.0 M*

Kentucky Warbler 1.1 0.1 M*

Common Yellowthroat 6.1 2.1 M*

Prairie Warbler 0.0 <0.1 M*

American Redstart 0.6 0.0 M*

Cerulean Warbler 3.7 0.1 M*

Northern Parula 0.0 0.7 M*

Yellow Warbler 1.2 0.1 M*

Yellow-throated Warbler 1.0 0.3 M*

Yellow-breasted Chat 3.4 0.0 M*

Eastern Towhee 7.0 6.6 R

Chipping Sparrow 0.0 <0.1 M

Field Sparrow 9.6 3.8 R

Song Sparrow 4.6 0.3 R

Scarlet Tanager 0.1 <0.1 M*

Northern Cardinal 13.6 48.9 R

Indigo Bunting 10.0 6.7 M

Red-winged Blackbird 13.1 0.3 R

Eastern Meadowlark 0.2 0.0 R

Common Grackle 16.1 1.2 R

Brown-headed Cowbird 8.6 0.8 R

Baltimore Oriole 0.2 0.0 M*

American Goldfinch 12.0 1.2 R

House Sparrow 0.6 0.2 R
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Rarefaction curves and 95% confidence intervals in 1978 and 

2019 for all species, residents only, and migrants only.

Identity and percent change of  ten most abundant 

species in 1978 and/or 2010.  All species increas-

ing at Sugarcreek also increased statewide, except 

American Crow (no change) and Tufted Titmouse 

(declined).  All species decreasing at Sugarcreek also 

decreased statewide, except Common Grackle and 

Indigo Bunting (both increased).

fig. 2

fig. 1
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Bird quiz

The sparrow arrival each fall signals the beginning of  the end of  our passerine migration. What are 

the following ‘harbingers of  winter’?

1.

2.

3. 4.

answers to summer 2010 photo quiz

Upper Left Photo: American Robin 

Lower Left Photo: House Sparrow 

Upper Right Photo: Chipping Sparrow 

Lower Right Photo: European Starling

Bird trivia question

Which North American Gull nests in trees?

answers to summer 2010 trivia question

The two men who each have five ABA Area birds named after them are John Cassin and Alexan-

der Wilson. Their namesakes are Cassin’s Auklet, Kingbird, Vireo, Sparrow, and Finch, and Wilson’s 

Storm-Petrel, Plover, Snipe, Phalarope, and Warbler. Bonus answer to an unasked question: Until 

about 1900, the Veery was called Wilson’s Thrush, so he lost his sixth then.
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Back cover: 
A great fi nd in Ohio, this basic plumage Red Knot photographed 17 Oct 2010 at Maumee Bay SP, 

Lucas, by Laura Keene was one of  almost 20 individuals reported in Fall 2010.

Seemingly unaware of  the excitement it created, this stunning Red Phalarope was captured by Laura Keene 

on 19 Oct 2010 at Conneaut, Ashtabula. 

Instructions for Contributors

The Ohio Cardinal would not exist without contributions from Ohio birders. We solicit 

sightings, notes on unusual observations, in-depth scientifi c articles, historical accounts, 

book reviews, essays, artwork, and photographs related to Ohio and its birdlife. Please refer 

to our website (www.ohiobirds.org/publications/cardinal/aboutcardinal.php) for general 

guidelines on style and formatting.

Reports of  bird sightings for each seasion are requested and should be submitted directly, 

by email or postal mail to:

Craig Caldwell, 1270 W. Melrose Dr., Westlake, OH 44145

craig_caldwell@sbcglobal.net

Deadlines are as follows:

Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) - 21 March

Spring (Mar, Apr, May) - 21 June

Summer (Jun, Jul) - 21 August

Fall (Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov) - 21 December
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