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OOQOS Eighth Annual Conference
Breakfast and Shorebird Extravaganza:

W.'th the Wicked Cool Shorebirds
B| rdS & OOS Jen Brum eld- Naturalist/Artist for Cleveland Metroparks

. Wanna see some wicked cool Maybe we’ll pick up Buff-breasted,

Meet your friends from the shorebirds with Kevin Karlson, Red-necked Phalarope, or other
Facebook group Birding author and photographer, and a sweet rarities... upwards of 25+
Ohio on Saturday morning, slew of other birders? I'll be help-  species are possible. You should
Sl cinlocl iRl LeRelOREHIRE  ing to co-lead trips and get point-  really be there. It’s going to be a
am at The Pavilion in Lake- blank looks for you in the scope, slamming good time. An incredible
side. We Il listen for night of common and rare shorebirds event where you can meet others

ight calls of migrating birds alike. We'll discuss 1D tips to help  from around the state, get in some
overhead before dawn, then you get a grip with these brilliant sweet birding, hear and see some
watch the bird life at Lake brown and gold, and buffand or-  great talks, and gnd some rarities.

Erie wake up . Robert Her-
shberger from Time & Optics
will have scopes and binocu-
lars available and Lakeside
will serve a continental break-
fast. Afterwards, we Il caravan
to nearby Meadowbrook
Marsh for some time in the
eld. Free for OOS members:
suggested donation of $5 for

non-members.

P%aseeRs\?ﬁ Zn e e An Army of People Dedicated to Birds: 0Os thanks Ottawa
! ) National Wildlife Refuge, and Rebecca Hinkle, Visitor Services Manager at

page, or send an email to Ottawa (and OOS Northwest Regional Director), for hosting our two July

Julie Davis (greenheron58@ 22 eld trips. This wonderful photo by Ernie Cornelius, documenting our

insight.rr.com) so we can get foray into the refuge, was titled An Army of People Dedicated to Birds

a headcount by OOS board member, and blogger, Cheryl Harner (cherylharner.blogspot.

: com/2012/07/o0s-visits-ottawa.html).

ange and intricately colored birds. ~ And party!

o AT
o

ERNIE CORNELIUS

The Pavillion in Lakeside
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OOS Eighth Annual Conference featuring a
Shorebird ID Workshop & Field Trip at Ottawa NWR, Keynote Address,
and Indoor Photography class with famed Photographer & Author

Kevin Karlson co-author of
The Shorebird Guide

Love shorebirds? Want to be
better at shorebird identigcation?
Join author and professional geld
trip leader Kevin Karlson for a
Saturday shorebird-intensive ses-
sion! Kevin will share the simple
and effective approach to shore-
bird ID highlighted in his best-
selling book, The Shorebird Guide,
co-authored with Richard Cross-
ley and Michael O’Brien. With
an initial focus on basic impres-
sions of size, shape, and behavior,
an effective 1D starting point is
achieved.

Indoor Class: This short indoor
workshop has been formatted to
help remove confusion from geld
identigcation of shorebirds. For-
merly considered a difgcult task
reserved for experts, shorebird 1D
will become easier for all levels of
birders if a relatively simple ap-
proach is taken.

KEVIN KARLSEN

Outdoor Field Trip:
This outdoor work-
shop caters to begin-
ning birders with little
or no experience with
shorebirds. Kevin and his able
assistants will share basic tips for
separating different shorebird
families, for building a solid foun-
dation to take your shorebird 1D
skills to the next level. It will in-
clude advanced tips that will allow
beginners to see what lies ahead in
their personal ID evolution. If you
have trouble with shorebird 1D

Karlson s co-authred

books titled The Shore-
bird Guide and Visions:
Earth s Elements in Bird

and Nature Photography.

Comparison of juvenile Greater and
Lesser Yellowlegs.

and feel hopelessly stuck in a rut,
this is the class for you!

Saturday Night Keynote
Presentation: Based on Kevin’s
new book Visions: Earth’s Elements
in Bird and Nature Photography, this
visual and also musical program
contains an exciting collection of
bird and nature images themed to
the elements of the planet: earth,
gre, air, and water.

Friday Night Keynote with Lukas Padeglmas

Sun . We Il hear about his adventures
studying the breeding ecology of

Whats it like to be a teen birder
studying shorebirds for a summer
in Alaska? Find out during the OOS

conference, on Friday night, in a key-
note address by Lukas Padegimas.

He Il relate his experience volunteering
last year in The Land of the Midnight
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bird Network.

declining species with the Arctic Shore- §

Padegimas, a member of the Ohio

Young Birders Club, currently attends
Cleveland State University.

Take an Epic Journey
with our Saturday Night Movie

The Big Narration of
The Big Year

Karlson Sunday
Indoor Photography
Workshop

On Sunday morning, Kevin
Karlson will present an indoor
photo workshop, covering a number
of basic photographic principles.
Photographers of all skill levels will
benegt from the varied topics. The
introduction covers basic composi-
tion and awareness of lighting, with
compensation settings for light and
dark subjects. Tips for evaluating
background scenes and anticipat-
ing action in the geld are discussed,
as well as making use of different
perspectives for each geld scenario.
The emphasis of this workshop is
wildlife, but general nature photog-
raphy is covered.

If time permits, a brief introduc-
tion to cutting edge techniques for
Gight and action photography ends
this workshop, with instruction on
how to capture the best possible
Gight or action photo. Different
camera settings for a variety of geld
situations, and hand-held versus
tripod telephoto techniques, are
explained.

Saturday Box
Lunch Option:

Please consider choosing the Sat-
urday box lunch option with your
registration. Time between the
morning shorebird ID class and
the afternoon shorebird group
eld trip is extremely limited. Of
course, you can always brown
bag your lunch! Registration de-
tails on the OOS website: www.
ohiobirds.org/site/index.php
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O0S BOARD NOMINEES

DIRECTOR-AT-
LARGE NOMI-
NEE: Wendy
Clark Eller is the
Vice President of
Guest Operations
at Lakeside Chau-
tauqua, where
she has worked
since moving to
Ottawa County

in 2008. For the
past two de-
cades, Wendy has
managed more
than 2,000 events
for non-pro tand
for-pro t
organizations. In 2008, she began

a partnership with Bird Watcher s
Digest and The Ohio Ornithological
Society planning the 2009, 2011,
and 2013 Midwest Birding Sympo-
sium, which has led to a passion for
birding, natural history, ecotourism,
and the development of birding/na-
ture events and festivals.

Wendy currently serves on the
Board of Directors with Leadership
Ottawa County. Her hobbies include
birding, theater, tennis, and a variety
of other outdoor sports. She has
a deep love for and involvement
in the arts, especially music. She
is an avid writer and an aspiring
songwriter regularly performing as
lead singer and keyboardist with her
country-rock band The Rain Crows
(featuring OQOS Vice-President Bill
Thompson Il and Julie Zickefoose).

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE NOMINEE:
Ethan Kistler began birding at the
age of 10 when he woke up one
morning, literally, and decided to
become a birder. His skills rapidly
progressed, and by age 15, Ethan
was a Tropicbird with the Ameri-
can Birding Association s youth
group, participating in nationwide
birding events such as The Great
Texas Birding Classic and Cape May

Wendy Eller

Bird Observatory s World Series of
Birding. In 2005, OOS gave Ethan a
scholarship to attend the ABASs con-
ference in Tucson. Since then, he s
worked eld jobs from Alaska to Af-
rica, traveled to nearly 20 countries
on four continents, and led birding
trips in Canada, United States, and
South Africa (where he also lived for
two years).

Even when living beyond the
Buckeye State borders, Ethan has
always had a keen interest in the
Ohio birding community and Ohio
birds. Whether it s attending birding
conferences, leading trips, or chas-
ing rare birds  he s always interact-
ing. As the former spring season
editor for The Ohio Cardinal and
Ohio Statewide Rare Bird Alert com-
piler, Ethan has now moved forward
as the new Ohio editor for North
American Birds spring issue.

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL DIREC-
TOR NOMINEE: Kathy McDonald
owes her love of nature to her dad,
who at a young age, took her on
shing trips and nature walks. As
an adult, she joined local birding
groups, and her appreciation of
birds of prey led her to volunteer
with RAPTOR, Inc. for over 15 years.
In order to learn more about native
plants, Kathy became a founding

Coh b i S

Ethan Kistler

Kathy McDonald

member of a local chapter of Wild
Ones, Natural Landscapers, Ltd,
3,000 member organization where
she has served as national treasurer,

nance chair, and currently as mem-
bership chair.

Kathy credits OOS with providing
the education to connect birds with
the rest of the natural world. At my

rst OOS conference, | attended a
spider workshop and a butter y walk
in addition to the many birding walks
available. That experience opened
my eyes to the diversity present in
our natural world. This resulted in
her participating in the formation of
the Midwest Native Plant Society, a
group which hosts an annual confer-
ence with a mission of connecting
people with nature, and donates
proceeds to local conservation
groups such as The Nature Conser-
vancy s Sunshine Corridor Project.

With the loss of native habitat, land
owners, including the urban home-
owner, can play a key role in sustain-
ing local wildlife by providing food
and shelter. She hopes to work with
OOS to further conservation and
education missions.

OOS members will cast their vote
for board member nominees on
Saturday, Sept. 29, during the an-
nual conference.
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Bird Early. Bird Late. s
Bird In-between.

By Ned Keller Cincinnati

OQOS Visits Morgan Swamp

Our June 16 OOS geld trip
to The Nature Conservancy’s
Morgan Swamp Preserve, in
northeast Ohio, was most enjoy-
able. It wasn’t beastly hot, there
were few insects, and there were
lots of birds! Karen Adair, TNC'’s
Northeast Ohio Project Man-
ager, guided us through areas not
open to the public and told us the
Preserve’s history. At 1,300 acres,
Morgan Swamp Preserve is one
of the largest privately protected
wetlands in Ohio and plays a key
role in keeping the freshwater
resources of northeastern Ohio
healthy. The preserve, part of the
Grand River watershed, includes
swamp forest, marshes, sphagnum
bog, and sedge meadows.

Karen, organizer Craig
Caldwell, and James Cole (TNC
Ohio Bird Conservation Pro-
gram Manager) were joined by
16 participants. We walked a 1v4
mile loop through forest and a
(mostly) dry cattail marsh, made
a brief stop at an open geld where
we were rewarded with the sight
and sound of at least §ve Bobo-
links, and ate lunch under shade
while watching Eastern Bluebirds
and an Eastern Phoebe. We
found 44 bird species, plus about
a dozen different dragonGies and
damselGies, and many butterGies.
Of course we heard, rather than
saw, most of the birds, but high-
lights included four Yellow, three
Cerulean, two Hooded, and one

Editor"'sﬁ Note:

Ned Keller is one of the
founding board members of
OOS and a former Southwest
Regional Director. A lawyer by
profession, Ned serves on the
Ohio Birds Record Committee,
is the owner of the Ohio list-
serv (birdingonthe.net/mailing-
lists/Ohio), and is the creator
of the website Cincinnatibirds.
com. He s married to Kathy
McDonald.

Craig Caldwell
OOS Northeast Director
Editor, The Ohio Cardinal

Blue-winged Warbler, and an
Ovenbird.

Stay tuned for another joint
OOS-TNC geld trip in 2013.
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THE CORNELL LAB OF ORNITHOLOGY:
YOUNG BIRDERS EVENT ey istna ol

Seeing the Sapsucker Woods
sign for the grst time sent a thrill
through me—for so long it had
been a fabled place I'd wished
to visit. Suddenly it was right in
front of my eyes; as we turned the
bend, there sat the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology. Walking inside,
the beautiful interior design was
breathtaking. To our left, Goor-to-
ceiling windows looked out over a
marsh, where Mallards swam un-
der Gying Red-winged Blackbirds.
To our right, there was a multitude
of bird-related wall hangings,
artwork, exhibits, and more that
dotted the rooms. I was instantly
eager to get going with all the
activities planned for the Cornell
Young Birders event!

The three days were glled
with a stunning range of experi-
ences. We had the opportunity
to use high-end sound recording
equipment at Myers Point and vid-
eo record with equally high-qual-
ity cameras. We birded in spots
like Montezuma National Wildlife
Refuge and Hammond Hill, seeing
Bobolinks, Savannah Sparrows,
Pileated Woodpeckers, Caspian
Terns, Yellow-bellied Sapsuck-
ers, and Mourning Warblers. We
even saw such incredible birds as
Least Bittern, Prairie Warbler,
and Blue-winged Warbler! These
three were life birds for me, and
for many of the other teens as
well. Additionally, at the Towpath
Road we were able to get incred-
ibly close to a Great Horned Owl

6 Ohio s Birding Network

which had an unfortunate eye
injury.

Back at the Lab, Irby Lovette
led us through the museum col-
lections, including Reptiles, Am-
phibians, Fish, the skinning lab,
and gnally, Birds. Cornellts bird
specimen collection numbers in
the 50,000s, with birds from all
over the globe. Before looking
around, we played a game to test
our knowledge of taxonomy and
warbler genealogy. Irby gave us
each an identical tray of assorted
warbler
specimens
and a paper
with a “fam-
ily tree” on it.
Our task was
to pair up like
species with
each other
on the chart,
keeping in
mind which
were re-
lated closer to
which. When
the answers
were re-
vealed, some
were surpris-
ing—the two
Parulas were
not grouped
together, and
neither were
the two Red-
starts. Irby
noted, how-

ever, that we did better and made
fewer mistakes than any other
group he had ever given the exer-
cise to (and that includes Cornell
students).

It was then time to explore
the collection, which Irby granted
us special permission to look
around freely. We were absolutely
overwhelmed by the scale of it.
Hummingbirds, tanagers, alba-
trosses, woodpeckers, and corvids
of all sorts were seen, along with
a few very important specimens.

Editor’s Note: oos sponsored

Kristina with a scholarship to help her take part
in The Cornell Lab Young Birders Event , July
19-22, in Ithaca, NY.

Irby opened the drawer labeled for
endangered/extinct/special con-
cern species, and what was inside
was truly remarkable: Ivory-billed
Woodpecker, Kea, Bachman'’s
Warbler, Carolina Parakeet, Pas-
senger Pigeon, Darwinis FinchesG
all species with almost mythical
reverence. He let us hold the Ivo-
ry-bill, and when 1 did, I couldn’t
fathom that there was, in fact, a
skin of a real Ivory-billed Wood-
pecker in my open palms! It set a
huge smile on my face, for it was

a dream come true for me. Oth-
ers seemed to enjoy the Carolina
Parakeet and the Kea more than
the woodpecker, but I thought
holding that IBWO was one of the
highlights of the entire event.

We also got an inside look at the
genetics lab, where many of the
past (and recent) taxonomy chang-
es were made. We had presenta-
tions by former young birder Andy
Johnson, author of the Birds of Peru
guide Tom Schulenberg, Cornell
grad Tom Johnson, Gight-call
expert Andrew Farnsworth, God-
wit researcher Nate Senner, and
others. For our suppers we all ate
together; it was amazing to be able
to chat with such experts! Overall,
the experience was one of a life-
time and truly special. We made
important connections, learned
about the different career options
for birders, and saw some amaz-
ing birds with fellow teen birders.
There had been a survey upon
our arrival that asked, “What are
you least looking forward to for
the event?” and | had answered
“Nothing. I look forward to
OWL of it.”

My answer remains the same.
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Former Ohioan
Helps Discover
New Species In
Peru

Ben Winger, originally from the
Cleveland area, was part the Cornell
University graduate team recently
described a new species of barbet in
the July 2012 issue of The Auk, the
of cial publication of the American
Ornithologists Union.

The team discovered the Siri Barbet
in 2008, in a remote, mountainous
part of the Peruvian cloud forest. To
honor Cornell Lab of Ornithology ex-
ecutive director John W. Fitzpatrick,
the scienti ¢ name of the species is
Capito tzpatricki.

Currently a PhD candidate at the
University of Chicago, Winger started
birding when he was 12, crediting
the Kirtland Bird Club members as

extremely supportive of him. Addi-
tionally, Winger was involved with the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History
youth programs (Student Naturalists

ra Barbe

and Future Scientists), volunteering
in Wildlife Resources at CMNH in
middle and high school, and working
in the Ornithology Department after
graduating fromcollege.

Winger says: The mentorship and
encouragement | received from bird-
ers of all ages has been extremely
important to my career and to my
life. | m also extremely grateful to
publications like the Cleveland
Bird Calendar and The Ohio
Cardinal for giving me the chance
to publish articles and drawings
even when | was very young. Being
treated like a peer by people of all
ages, and being encouraged not
only to go birding whenever possi-
ble but also to publish, write about
or illustrate my bird sightings, had
a strong in uence on my desire to
pursue a career in ornithology.

Young OOS Member
and a Birding 4-H PrOJect

New OOS member Catie Strable,
age ten, received an “Outstanding
of the Day” for her Ohio Birds 4-H
project at the Ohio State Fair. This
honor is given to the top ten percent
of the class. She competed with nine
to eighteen-year-olds, most with
more experience. Her display includ-
ed her OOS cap and Young Birder’s
Guide given to her, and autographed
by Bill Thompson I11.

4-H “Ohio Birds” can be taken
only by nine to eleven-year-olds the
grst time, only by twelve to four-
teen-year-olds the second time, and

atie Strable

only gfteen to nineteen-year-olds
can take it a third time as a self-de-
termined project. Last year 86 of 88
counties sent birders to the Ohio
State Fair.

By Mike Strable, Paulding

= CONELL UNIVERSITY

i
ANN OLIVER






