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@) BREEDING BIRD
WORKSHOP AT THE EDGE oF
APPALACHIA PRESERVE

Expert birders from the Ohio Ornithological Soci-
ety, Cincinnati Museum of Natural History, and

Join OOS this spring on International Migra- The Nature Conservancy will team ~

tory Bird Day. Wedl | halPred bieedng irfl yorkshop Grifegs I
May 8 and Sunday, May 9 at the Magee May 28 to Sunday, May 30 at The Ed-Nature G
Marsh Wildlife Area par RiARRplachiq preseryge(BQA). By e
a special IMBD raffle on Saturday. Plus, all ecology and vocalizations will be emphasized.

new members joining imperson during The announcement of this event was emailed to

Founded 2004
OGicaLS°

IMBD weekend receive an OOS tshirt: members on Friday, April 9th. Capacity (24 par-
renewingmembers at the $100 level get an ticipants) for the workshop was filled immediately.
O0OS gift package. We 61 | al so have the Ohio

Adams and Scioto counties in extreme southern
Ohio harborthe richest diversity of breeding birds
in the stateMore than 100 species breed in this re-
for a Saturday evening Woodcock Watch: gion, includin_g soqut after specialties. We hope to
details and directions at the booth. Our May see Chuckvi |-widove on the nest, as well as
8 Woodcock Walk is freeh®arytnOyelahem pagt cngijght.
lecting donations foifhe Friends of Magee parrow, and many species of warbler including

Marsh! Please read page 8 to discover the Prairie, Cerulean, and Woreating will be ob-
many projectsThe Friendsdo for boardwalk served. As a bonus, nearby prairies and woodlands

Wildlife Legacy Stamp available for sale.

Another reason to visit our booth? Sigp

birders. Ités an honor apognd Wltblﬁtgrestpq)natlﬁeéﬂ,ar%s, maryy pfdhem
worthy fACrane Creeko caG@&e. Along wit flora,
flies and noteworthy insects.

Thereds an i mportant research study wunder -

way on how our birding dollars impact This Work_shop will be based at the new Eulett Cen-

Ohi 06s .éowingGregn State Uni- ter in Adams Countyds O
versityos Philip Xie PhFrdayevgnng starts wi§ angoyenvigws of the, vast

collective socieeconomic benefits of spring EOA Preserve: weoll alsc
and fall birding at Lake Erie. We should have nal creatures. Saturday.
copies of Xieds survey ¢ognty agdqearby ShawneeSiate fpgest then en-
also make a link available on our website. joy an evening warbler program. Sunday morning,

additional birding, then depart for home after lunch.
Volunteers are needed to help staff the OOS

IMBD booth! Contact either Dana Bollin We apologize if you did not receive the OOS email

(dkbollin@gmail.com or Ann Oliver offering the EOA workshopPlease send us your

(annieobirder@yahoo.corto help OOS. current email addressowe can contact you in the
future with special offerings for OOS members

Ann Oliver, Editor ofThe Cerulean oosmember@gmail.conThanks!

-Cincinnati

Jim McCormac©OS President

Ohi od6s Birding"“Network
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WHATO S
WITH OBBA 11?

NEW

The Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas Il (OBBA II) is a
largescale effort to document the distribution and
conservation status of
2006 to 2011. The Atlas is possible through the
assistance of hundreds of citizen volunteers and
other inkind contributions from conservation

groups, as well as federal, state, and local agencies.

With help from over 900 volunteers, OBBA Il has
documented 203 species of breeding birds across
. Ohio: breeding is con-
T et #1 firmed for 187 species.
‘. _E'_ . "_‘H?f‘?‘.--ﬁ Of the 4,437 blocks in
2 d Ohio, 15% are now
gy 1 '1:':#, .-_ considered
LT .;5_ = and approximately
i L ,.,__ .1 82% of Atlas blocks
K .?"'ﬁ ""'_,_g- re  now have data. At
- ~ 'l"“ lasers have amassed
’ nearly 300,000 indi-
vidual breeding bird

Map showing complete atlas blocks in bl@gords from 2006 to
blocks with some data in gray, and bloc(:)l(g I
lacking data in white. Image courtesy. Qplg

complete
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Yes, engaging citizens in this effort has been an on-
going goal of OBBA Il and will continue to the end
of the project. Every contribution is important and
dedicated individuals can contribute enough data to
dramatically expand coverage within atlas regions
(a page of the DeLorme Gazetteer). If you are new
to the Atlas, visit our project website g
contact our office to find out how yg%sim
can contributephiobirds.org/obba2br == .
call 614247-6458. If you are alread
involved and know anyone who mig
be interested in contributing, please d_ ;
them our contact information. We eeeLorme Gazetteer.
courage all people interested in birds to
participate!

There is still much work to be done on OBBA II.
We have entered the last and most important years
of the project (2010 and 2011), so now is the time
to get on board!!'Note that OBBA Il has been ex-
tended to include fieldwork in 2011YVe still very
much need new volunteers in the project and need

2 Ohi o0ds

to engage those that signed
up earlier and have yet to
get to the field (or simply
‘havenot Ssubmit
w e canot tell
e BN encel ) . I f yo
Female Blaekdwhite Warblebf OBBA ” please know that

with nesting material.
Photo courtesy Da dLeW|s anyane mterea}ted in birds %
a

00S € Eofttinltd in bt | Se
small ways. You do nobeed years of birding ex-
perience to contribute to our understanding of the
di stribution of QOBBADIBS |
the most expansive andidept h sur vey
birdlife ever attempted. Anyone can contribute, at
any leveli be a part of ornithological history as
we complete the project.

Fieldwork OBBA 1l will continue an extra year to
2011, making it similar
breeding bird atlas. This will allow us to achieve
our goals of documenting breeding birds in every
atlas block and complete statewide paiatints.

We have lowered time requirements for non
priority blocks to make it easier to complete blocks.
If you have signed up for blocks, please strive to
attain the original goal of at least 75% of the ex-
pected species total, but-16 hours of field obser-
vation may be sufficient. For some blocks, or some
volunteers, 75% may be a difficult goal. If you and
other contributors have spent over 25 hours in a
block and have not reached this goal, please contact
us or your Regional Coor
we can do to help.

U For volunteers who enter data
UL online, the Cornell Lab of Or-
nithology updated some aspects of the data entry
pages on our web site. Mapping features now in-
clude Google Maps as a backdrop for ease of navi-
gation and identification of lands in Ohio. The look
is slightly different, but block maps and species
lists are now easier to obtain. Thanks CLO!

l Yes, the efforts of Atlas volunteers,
»  Regional Coordinators, and seasonal
) staff resulted in a long list of fantastic
- breeding records. After a sizeable

Juvenile Pine Siskin in Toledo in early
June. Photo courtesy Jackie Riley.
OBBA II, Continued on Page 3
Net wor k
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"
? How To Contribute to OBBA I ?

it

U |

Submit any other records, field notes, and species
lists back to 2006!! All we need is a date and spe-
cific location (street address, lat/long coordinates)
to turn many spring and summer records that you
already have into OBBA Il records. If interested,
please mail us copies of your field lists or scan
these records and email to us. This is one of the
easiest ways to contribute your Atlas records.

If you are already signedp, please try to finish
your blocks in 2010 so that we can make better
plans to finish the project. Then, please try to add
species to new blocks in 2011. By 2011, we ex-
pect that almost all blocks will have data, so it
will be a matter of adding to blocks with
dataé.very iIimportant to

Whet her or not you wish
ask us or a Regional Coordinator where you can
best contribute your time or get online and choose
areas on your own. Spend some time birding in
springsummer and keep track of species, dates,
and time in the field. We have OBBA Il check-
|l ists available on the

Help organize a day or weekend in the field for
your local bird or nature club. Group atlasing of
several blocks in an area (often called block bust-
ing) can add large amounts of data and expose
new people to the Atlas. Please check with us so
we can offer suggestions about areas needing at-
tention. Also, we have often been able to send 1
2 experienced birders from our paid staff to help
out groups.

Tell a friend about the Atlas or bring someone
into the field with you!

It is now more essential that data are submitted in
a timely manner. A major advance for OBBA II
is the ability to quickly submit data online so that
volunteers, Regional Coordinators, and OBBA I
staff in Columbus can target gaps in coverage.
For example, data collected in 25 precious hours
of your field time would be wasted if others are
unaware that data exist for the block and they du-
plicate your efforts during another 20 hours of
field time. So, please submit older dates

W €EcddryBg hediin®materal id

soon as possiblso we can better manage volun-
teers and staff during the homestretch of the At-
las. Please enter new data within a few days if
possible, but if it takes more thar32wveeks, let

us enter it for you- you would still be able to
add or change data in your online account.

24 OBBA I, Continued

=, winter 2009 invasionPine
~#7 Siskinsremained to breed in
R { unprecedented numbers with
A .« . breeding season records

“lay coming from 32 different
£at #e5% . blocks around the state; 20
North Chagrin Pine Siskin with IN@CKS had confirmed breed-

appears to be nesting material.in? records!
Photo courtesy Dennis McDonnell.

After several Ohio records durasian Collared-
gRovetn; 2QQy and¢ 2008,| Tiroy $hjvele observed
fledged young (a first Ohio breeding record to our
' kpowlgdgeay sin mighung &rs e
Logan County where an adult
was seen carrying nesting ma-
terial early in the year, and ju-
veniles were seen in June.
This species, introduced to the
Rahamas if e tmedps, B s
top of a Celina grain elevatonow established in gulf coastal
Photo courtesy Troy Shively. . . .
areas, and is rapidly spreading
to other regions of the United States.

Eurasian Collaf@dve

In mid-July, John Pogacnik observe
femaleMerlin feeding young in Lak
County after observing a pair of ad
on occasion in June. Merlins are C
rently expanding southward as
breeding bird into New York a L ]
Pennsylvania. This may be the fi o
(documented) nesting in Ohio '

since 1858, although Peterjotsriin observed in August
(2001) stated there were no indesay aee breesing site.
putable breeding records for Ohighoto courtesy Tom Frankel.
Either way, Merlin is a stellar

breeding bird for Ohio and the Atlas!

Wintertime aerial view of the
location of 2009 breeding
Merlin: the nest appeared to
be in the trees along the
shoreline. Lake Metroparks is
in the process of purchasing
this nearly 700 acre tract .

~ |Photo courtesy

~ | John Pogacnik.

— ,{{f_;f‘:;;ﬁ,«'—f—";%
: I Continued on Page 4
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OBBA II, Continued

FLAP:

Th t r w n f much change. Aaron
€ past yea as one o uch change aro FATAL LIGHT AWARENESS PROGRAM

Boone, the Alas project coordinator since 2006, left
Ohio to take a fultime biologist position in his - KilltheiLights. e
home state of Illinoi§ OBBA Il thanks Aaron for = e

his extensive contributions to the project. After
four months without a coordinator, OBBA Il hired
Matthew Shumar. Matt is originally from south-

western Pennsylvania and has worked on wildlife ing chirps of migration drift across North America.
research projects throughout much of the eastern  prom jift-off in the jungles of Costa Rica to landing
U.S. He received a B.S in Wildlife & Fisheries Sci- at Shawnee State Forest or Magee Marsh, migra-
ence from Penn State University. He recently com- tion is fraught with exertion and peril. Manade

pleted a M.S. degree in Wildlife & Fisheries Re- buildings and towers, lit with beacons of confusion,
sources at West Virginia University where his re- increase the fatalities of feathered migrants.
search focused on landscape ecology and develop-

o

ing predictive models for Cerulean Warblers in the Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAR), regis-
Appalachians. tered charity, wasafedquard m
migratory birds in the urban environment through

Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas
merresTRiaLwioure 11 IS coordinated by the
FOLOGYLABORATORT School  of  Environment
TheOno SiateSheol  and Natural Resources at
Natural Resources Ohio State and is funded

by the ODNRDivision of
oniooerarTvENTOF Wildlife. The Atlas Advi-
NATURALRESCURCES - sory Board includes Black

Division ofWildis  S\vamp Bird Observatory,

_ Ohio Ornithological Soci- Glass kills and light pollution create a deadly dis-
ety, Powdermill Nature Reserve, and Indiana Divi- traction and confusion for migratory spedesom
sion of Fish and Wildlife. OOS generously provides warbler to goshawk. Add light rain or fog and you

educati on, research, res
forts include a power conservatifmendly move-
ment to darken the cityd¢
out lights.During morning hours, volunteers patrol
Torontods downtown <core
(before they become prey for feral cats) and collect
the dead ones. Even collected remains become use
ful in the education portion of their program.

space on their web site for OBBA II. have a recipe for disaster. Window strikes are re-
. , _ ported to be the largest single hunratated factor
Please visit the OBBA Il  websitéittp:// of bird deaths, causint00 to 900 million fatalities

) ohiobirds.org/obba?/ or contact us directly:
Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas Il, School of Envi-
ronment & Natural Resources, The Ohio State
University, 2021 Coffey Road, Columbus, OH

per year. High-rise office buildings and home
owners are encouraged to turn off ressential
lights, especially during migration seasons.

43210. Email: OhiObbaZ@qma”.COLTPhone: 614 The FLAP websiteviww.flap.org/flap home_htn)
2476 4 5 8. Many thanks for sft@&lressUmpo rnii gorfat@hriyo Opsj
second breeding bird atlas! countering a humahuilt obstruction as it travels to
and from its breeding territory each year. With in-
Paul Rodewald and Matthew Shumar tensified urban sprawl, society's fixation with light-
Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas I ing up the night sky and the increasing use of re-

flective glass for construction, that percentage will
grow alarmingly.o

Bird watchers in New York, Chicago and Indian-
apolis have joined efforts to reduce ewtyde bird
strikes and rescue birds impacted by collisions.
Lets support safe bird travel throughout Ohio, too.

Woo Cheryl HarnerGreater Mohican Audubon Society

Birdi ngNetwork
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SMART LIGHT -SAFE FLIGHT:
PARTNERSHIP TO CONSERVE

MIGRATORY BIRDS & E NERGY

CLEVELAND AND THROUGHOUT

IN
OHIO

Smart LightSafe Flight Ohig the program to con-
serve migratory birds and energy, seeks to enlist
owners and managers of tall buildings, particularly
downtown skyscrapers, to turn off or significantly
dim their lights after 11:30 pm during the height of
spring and fall bird migration. This would run from
mid-March to midJune and again from midlugust

to mid-November. The result would be a significant
reduction in energy use and bird collisions. Partici-
pating businesses will save energy, money, and
project an environmentally friendly public image.

Background: during spring and fall migratory sea-
sons, large numbers of birds come through the re-
gion, often flying at night. Under certain environ-
mental conditions, the birds are inextricably drawn
to the lighted buildings where they either collide
with the building or circle the building until ex-
hausted. The toll a single building can take can be
staggering. In Cleveland, 679 birds were salvaged
from the sidewalks around one building on Public
Square in 2005 alone!

The most extreme
threat is nights with a
low cloud ceiling or
4 foggy conditions. By
monitoring atmos-
pheric conditions,
building owners, op-
Photo courtesy Dennis McDonnell. erators and i tenants
could turn off the lights on
those nights when the threat is greatest. However
for a variety of business purposes, cleaning, safety
or organizational reasons, this nst practical. So
we are proposing a different approach.

Moonrise over Cleveland.

By turning off the lights of tall buildings from
11:30 pm to 5:00 am in the migratory seasons,
March 15 through June 15 and August 15 through
November 15, the threat is greatly diminished.
What we envision is awvin-win opportunity for
building owners and bird conservation. By partici-
pating inSmart LightSafe Flight and turning the
lights out during these times, building owners and
managers would save energy and simultaneously

Ohi 006 s

Bi

save birds from the hazards the buildings pose. The
building owners and managers project a green and
sustainable image and save money!

Yes, there will be times when the buildings need to
be lit for publicity and marketing purposes (i.e.
NBA finals or other times when downtown Cleve-
land is the centerpiece of regional or national media
attention).The idea is to reduce the threat by turn-
ing the lights out when and where possible.

Smart LightSafe Flight Ohio
will create and provide re
sources and materials so bui
ing owners and managers
actively publicize their env
ronmental image. The part- Geese over Cleveland.
nership will provide educal_mage courtesy Dennis McDonnell.
tional materials and programming on bird migration
for the benefit of building tenants. The partnership
will create and maintain a website where building
owners will be recognized for their participation in
this endeavor in sustainability.

Similar programs are in Chicago, Milwaukee, Indi-
anapolis and New York under the bannéghts

Out. Though we embrace the concept adopted by
those cities, we have heard from several quarters
that the term 6LiIights OL
for a rust belt city with a declining manufacturing
base. Henc&mart LightSafe Flight Ohio.

Beyond nighttime illumination of buildings, there
are many other hazards posed by m@atde struc-
tures to migratory birds collisions with windows,
communications towers, and wind turbines. We aim
to be a regional resource for information on mitigat-
ing all threats posed by those structures.

We are keen on getting this program established in

2010. The Cleveland Museum of Natural History

seeks corporate and conservation partners to join
and provide a collaborative
network for regional and state-
wide implementation.

Interested? Please contact Harvey Webster, Direc-
tor of Wildlife Resources at the Cleveland Museum
of Natural History at 21-231-4600 ext 3290 or at
hwebster@cmnh.org

r di Net wor k 5
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BIRDING BY EAR: Eastern T o WDrinle §osir tesaxaenly,

GUIDE TO LEARNING BIRD SONGS "tow-HEE," "cheWINK," and "WE-cher").
Spring migration is here, and the mating season is -Create  mnemonic devices helpful to you.
under way. I donot k now Yalr peussbnal ynemoty aids uniay bé differend from
new season of the dawn chorus. American Robins the way songs are written in the field guides. Typi-
and Northern Cardinals, Carolina Wres » cally, the Carolina Wren is quoted as saying

and Wood Thrushes, Indigo Bunti
and Eastern Towheésl canot
pick my favorite bird song, they are
so beautiful.

’ - "Teakettle, teakettle, teakettle", but sometimes that
A song sounds to me, like "Cheater,
cheater, cheater" or "Secret, secret,
secret"™ (when 1 06m
: sound like "Cheeseburger, cheese-
.S burger, cheeseburger"!). Perhaps my
But what i f you donodot KknowoinWd 0s s favogte mmgemonic Dtbae sl |
sound like noise? Beautiful noise, to be sure, but mrfgt‘t'rte:gﬂjim'\"“”dy came up with is for the
. photography.com

perhaps itdéds just a string o r a n dMonhera Gandmal &nd dné of t

the case, | hope my birding by ear tips will help you its call not es: AVRI T, VI
enjoy and learn the songs of our avian friends. roy pant legs rubbing together.

| think the most common complaint is that it's hard -Think of bird song as the voice of your friends.

to remember what song goes with what bird. Never How many people do you know by the sound of
mind keeping all the little call notes straight (how their voice? You can know the birds the same way.
can a "chip" sound be made so many different

ways?)! And songs of first year -Make a visual connection if you can.
males versus more mature males? This can be difficult, especially with skulkers like
PForget about it! Wood Thrush, Ovenbird, and countless warblers.

F

Having said that, | acknowledge However, seeing the bird Sigs

that | still have a lot to learn about can help make the link in yo ¥
“Yellow Warbler. Photbirdsong, but here are some tips mind that will cement the so
courtesy Renee Tres§phsed  on my experience. and/or call in your brain fg

good. It's what helped me ide Ay .
-Start small, start easy.Start with what you know. tify a string of "Cheer!" callS™ — Ovenbird.
We all have backyard birds whose sound we would with the Carolina Wren, andhoto courtesy Renee Tressler
know blindfolded. For example, the Carolina Wren the short little bubbldurst of

sings "Teakettle, teakettle, teakettle." The next step song with the Henslow's Sparrow.
IS to start listening for other sounds they make. Like

their sweet little "Cheer!" call or their raucous -Don't try to learn all the birds at once.

scolding sounds, among others. Much like being in a room full of people, all the
voices can easily blend into a dull roar. Instead of

-Spend as much time with the birds as you can. trying to know them all, pick one or two voices out

Whether it's in your own backyard, your favorite of the crowd and concentrate on them.

park, at the lake, along a bike trail, in the meadow

whatever habitat is most accessible for you, go -Spend time with other birders.Go on bird walks

there as often as you can. Watch birds, listen to and field trips. I've never been on a bird walk that
birds. | live on a heavily wooded pl didn't address bird song. Everyone wants to share
of land, so we get lots of woodla 1 anecdotes about At heiro
birds. | have been able to learn nuar . pick up a vital clue to a mystery song from a fellow
of birds like the Eastern Phoebe (sc birder! A great opportunity for such learning is the
chip, and a funny little trill call), thb 6"annual ABi rding the Wildg a r
scolding calls of Tufted Titmous June 46 (for details and to register, go to

Carolina Chickadee,_aqd Carolina Eastern Phoebe. thewilds.org/events/bird_by ear.akp
Wren, and many variations of thenoto courtesy Heather Aubke.

Continued on Page 7
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Birding by Ear, Continued

-Don't be afraid to be wrong.Sometimes you may
think youdbve | earned a
a more experienced birder. A number of bird songs
are described in such similar terms that they get
mixed up in your head when starting out. Descrip-
tions that are variations on a Robin are a good ex-

EXTRA, EXTRA:

songwARNTY BHE AN BETREON rect ed

THE BIG YEAR MOVIE!
According to AThe
portero, Mar k Thé ma

ampleil i ke the fARobin with a sor eBigtYear ddaleof Mdn, Natbre, arsl
the Scarl et Tanager, or t he A RFowliOhsessidnis hehded tbh the loig c
| essons o0 wh-breabtediGesbéak.e Ro s e screen. The book details the costly, in-

-Use auditory resources.From BirdJam to the
Cornel |l Lab of
book/CD combos, there are lots of good
auditory resources out there to help you
learn bird songs. Use them!

-Reinforce what you do know.Somet hi ng
helpful to me is to call out the bird's name when |
hear it. Last summer | learned the Acadian Fly-
catcher's song @he Wilds and was able to identify
those drab birds in our woods. However, since the
song was still new to me, | would call out "Acadian
Flycatcher" every time | heard it to help reinforce
the connection.

-Try to learn at least one song on your own.
This is a powerful tool in birding by ear. The first
song | learned was Wood Thrush. It was the second
spring after | had really gotten into birding when |
heard those ethereal fldli&e notes and said "Holy
cow, what is that?!!" It took days of sifting through
sound files on Cornell's site, but I finally stumbled
across it. It was tricky because | had no visual
sighting, but all the more rewarding. That was my
"spark bird" of bird song, and since then I've made
it a goal to learn more and more songs!

-Let go, and have funWhile | think we would all
like to improve our birding skills, whether it be vis-
ual or auditory identification, sometimes you've just
got to let go of all that and enjoy the birds for what
they are, whether you know them or not. This will
add greater depth and appreciation to a hobby that
is already rewarding to you.

Heather AubkelZoim sl=ell = e T b o

_A|bany A grown wp kid enjoying naturely playgrownd

Not e:
i He a théathar o f

Edi tords
her bl og
heatherofthehills.blogspot.com/ Yo u 61 |
video of an Eastern Phoebe building a nest.

Read mo
t

Ohi ods Bi

tBahostiller

formal, highlycompetitive, yeatong
quest to see the most birds in North

Or ni t hol o gamériga. A%8§dusriay recalll ndtive Ohioan Greg

Miller was one of the top three contenders in 1998.

Directed by Davi d Franl
Pr ada o) -prodeceddby actedirectorwriter
(ATropic Th
begin in May in Vancouver. At least cinematogra-

phers wondt have to trav
| f youbve read the boo!
physical comedy genius
Rocko) as Gr eg Mil |l er,
Afeverymano Owen Wilson
Levanti n, and the I ni m
Rotten Scoundrel so) as

CONSERVATION HEROS
OF LEIC -BSC

The Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp
Conservancy (LEIEBSC) has a tegear record of
doing good things. Now, thanks to a double award
from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources,
two of their committed volunteers have received
statewide recognition.

Lisa Brohl, LEIGBSC chair,
and Kristin Stanford, LEIC
BSC board member, were
honored in March at the
Wildlife Diversity Confer-
ence. ODNR officials praised

Brohl for 10 years of

Atirel ess dedbkieibltidlesdc’d
serving unique habitats

and wildlife on our Lake
@forH?i@Iti@@ﬁ%ﬁuwrs'hfe'dngs%r(?/ri'
il g3 ¢fe resourceso sav

| SMiddIS Bas marina.
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