ALL DAY TRIPS RAIN OR SHINE!

OOS Trips within Shawnee Forest, the "Sunshine Corridor and "The Edge".  [Scioto & Adams Counties]


EASY:  Low level of exertion, short walking distance.  Considerable birding from vehicle and multiple birding stops.

MODERATE:  Reasonable level of exertion.  Some birding from vehicle and hiking off-trail for moderate distance (30 minutes).

DIFFICULT:  High level of difficulty with respect to exertion.  Longer hiking distances are expected with possible steep trails. You should be in good physical condition for these!

SATURDAY

Trip 1.  The Amazing Birds and Botany of Shawnee! 
GUIDES : Tom Bain & Sandy Brown
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: EASY TO MODERATE

The Little Smokies of Ohio abound with birds this time of year and we should accumulate a large list of many of the Shawnee breeders, in addition to the many migrants which will be about. Warblers, orioles, vireos, thrushes, grosbeaks and many others should be in great abundance this weekend! In terms of botanical wonders, Shawnee is heavily influenced by a river we can no longer see – the prehistoric Teays River, which flowed north from the Carolinas and through Ohio millions of years ago. It brought with it an amazing Appalachian flora, some of which still survives to this day in the surrounding hills and valleys, and in some cases this is the only locale north of the Ohio River where these plants occur. We’ll walk along abandoned roads, surrounded by rich forests, which harbor such botanical wonders as Pink and Yellow Lady’s-slipper Orchids, Birdfoot Violet, Spotted Mandarin, Dwarf Violet Iris, Pink Azalea and many other rare and fantastic plants. 

Trip 2.  The Amazing Birds and Botany of Shawnee! 
GUIDES : Mike edington & Kyle Brooks
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: EASY TO MODERATE

The Little Smokies of Ohio abound with birds this time of year and we should accumulate a large list of many of the Shawnee breeders, in addition to the many migrants which will be about. Warblers, orioles, vireos, thrushes, grosbeaks and many others should be in great abundance this weekend! In terms of botanical wonders, Shawnee is heavily influenced by a river we can no longer see – the prehistoric Teays River, which flowed north from the Carolinas and through Ohio millions of years ago. It brought with it an amazing Appalachian flora, some of which still survives to this day in the surrounding hills and valleys, and in some cases this is the only locale north of the Ohio River where these plants occur. We’ll walk along abandoned roads, surrounded by rich forests, which harbor such botanical wonders as Pink and Yellow Lady’s-slipper Orchids, Birdfoot Violet, Spotted Mandarin, Dwarf Violet Iris, Pink Azalea and many other rare and fantastic plants.

Trip 3.  Birding and Botany at The Edge of Appalachia 
GUIDES : Ned Keller & Kathy McDonald

LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: EASY TO MODERATE  

Join us as we tour around Adams County looking for returning migrants, such as the Kentucky Warbler, Blue Grosbeak, Hooded Warbler, and maybe Worm Eating Warbler! For botany, we will look for Pink and Yellow Lady Slipper's, Whorled Pagonia, Spotted Mandarin, and emerging plants in unique relict prairies. Adams County has the 2nd most diverse plants and wildlife in the state of Ohio, so please join us!
Trip 5.  Birds & Butterflies - Wings of Spring!  
GUIDES : Tim Colborn & Jeremy Dominguez
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: EASY
This trip is all about flying objects. Not only is Shawnee a fantastic place to find birds of course, but it also offers butterflies galore. On a good day in late April, it’s possible to discover 25 or more species. There are some very interesting butterflies to be found here, and early spring fliers like the stunning Falcate Orangetip should be easily found. Other common butterflies, like Pipevine and Zebra Swallowtails,  should also be easy to see, and there is always the possibility of stumbling across something really unusual, like a Juniper hairstreak or Pine Elfin. While your binoculars will get a great workout looking at all of the warblers, vireos and tanagers that you’ll see, they work just as well to get great looks at those butterflies! We’ll have to hope for decent weather, though, as butterflies definitely prefer warm, sunny days.
Trip 6.  Thru the Lens!


Guides: Justin Cale & Christopher Collins
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: EASY TO MODERATE
Grab your camera and let’s go! We will be taking a trip around Shawnee State Park to photograph some of Ohio’s most sought after warbler and spring migrant species.
A “no hurry” trip, we will be spending quality time with each bird. This adventure is all about getting the shot, with a focus on the techniques to best photograph each species and how to capture not only the bird, but also its character and its environment. During the trip there will be open discussions on lighting, exposure, composition, and color. You will also have the opportunity to ask any questions you may have about photographing birds in the wild.
Primary targets will include Cerulean Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Hooded Warbler, Ovenbird, and Prairie Warbler. Other species that may be encountered along the way are Northern Parula, Yellow-throated Warbler, American Redstart, Black-and-white Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, and many more! Bring your longest lens and a tripod if you have one.
Trip 7.  Chuck-will’s-widow Trip

GUIDES : Ned Keller & Kathy McDonald / Justin Cale & Christopher Collins
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: MODERATE
After the Sat. night talk, we will be offering a car pool opportunity to look for Chuck-wills-widow in Adams county. The trip is about ½ hour each way, with 1-2 hours spent on site. We will meet in the lobby immediately after the evening speaker.

SUNDAY -All trips on Sunday will be a free-for-all format!

