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Winter Bird Counts

Save the date!
Winter RaptorLand
at The Wilds

2015/2016

This OOS tradition on the reclaimed
grasslands at The Wilds will be happening again! Mark your calendar for
Saturday, January 16th, 2016. Get
your annual fix of awesome raptors
such as Golden Eagles and Roughlegged Hawks and reconnect to fellow birders. Look out for registration
information on our website at ohiobirds.org, or contact Jason Larson at
bairdstrogon@yahoo.com.
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Backyard birding has lately
been quite rewarding. All I need
are my binoculars and the eBird
app to keep records.
If you have a few trees and
shrubs in walking distance, you
should try this just-out-of-thefront-door kind of birding. Here
are a few reasons why:
It’s easy; 20 minutes around
the house can be carved out of
most days. The birds per mileage
approaches infinity. Done regularly, it creates a welcome miniretreat on a busy day. What’s
better, it conveys a finer sense of
season change: For how many
more days will Ruby-throateds
come to sip from the hummingbird feeder? When will the blue
autumn skies be swept clean of
the last chittering swifts? And just
the other day, I heard the sweet
song of the first White-throated
Sparrow near our deck.
Since September, I found 13
warbler and 4 vireo species grace
our oak, locust, or pine trees
right around the house, fueling
up on their long journey to Central and South America.
The Cerulean in front of you
features the Hooded Warbler,
one of those amazing neotropical migrants that pass through
Ohio when the warm months
end. You will also find coverage
of Ohio-relevant conservation issues, reports, and plenty upcoming events. Enjoy the read, and
as always, send your thoughts
and comments to
ceruleaneditor@ohiobirds.org

alex eberts

From the Editor

The National Audubon Society’s traditional Christmas Bird Count is going
into its 116th round and will be conducted throughout Ohio between December 14 and January 5. This is one
of the oldest citizen science projects.
Not all dates have yet been set by
local CBC and Winter Count circles,
but OOS’ Ned Keller is compiling a
list that is available on ohiobirds.org.
Look under ‘Library/Winter Counts’.
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A Note from the President – Julie Davis
I just spent five days attending the American Birding
Association’s Summit and the
first American Birding Expo
right here in Ohio. I was lucky
enough to participate in two
great panel discussions, hear
some interesting travel talks,
and most importantly see a lot
of you – our OOS members!
Thanks to all of you who visited the OOS table, we saw a lot
of old friends and gained some
new members as well.
The Expo had such a positive and fun vibe and I find
myself reenergized and excited about the coming year.
Our next event is our annual
meeting on November 7 at the
Gorman Nature Center near
Mansfield. Please see below
for more information and how
to register. Everyone’s favorite
trip, our annual winter visit to
The Wilds, will take place on
Saturday, January 16th. Regis-

Register now!

tration information will be available soon. Also in 2016, we
plan to bring back our popular
symposiums and are planning a
trip to Shawnee in late April to
get the first looks at returning
warblers and other migrants!

board member know what you
like and what you don’t about
our events, publications and
anything else. We are here to
serve our members, the Ohio
birding community. To keep
the OOS growing, we need
help from our volunteers.
Jason Larson, East-central
director, is our volunteer coordinator. We are always looking
for volunteers with our various
projects including: web site,
social media, events, publications, field trips, and conservation. Please consider using
your talents to help the OOS.
Contact Jason at: bairdstrogon@yahoo.com to help!

Since 2005, the Ohio Ornithological Society has awarded
over $65,000.00 in grants and
scholarships to support conservation and education efforts in
Ohio. Causes have included:
Ohio Young Birders, Magee
Marsh, Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, Banding Programs,
Carbon Offset Initiative, Edge
of Appalachia, Meadowbrook
Marsh and many more. You can
help us continue to support
Good birding and I look forimportant issues by joining the ward seeing you in the field!
OOS and donating to our Conservation Fund.
Julie Davis
	
  
To achieve all this, we need
help from you, our members.
First, please let me or any

OOS annual meeting
November 7, 2015

We will hold our annual meeting at Gorman Nature Center in Mansfield, OH. Join us during the
day for field trips in the Mansfield-Mohican area, followed by dinner, guest speaker Steve McKee and annual elections. Steve will give a lively and engaging presentation on the significance
of the Mohican region to birds in Ohio. He has served his community for over 30 years as the
former director of the Richland County Park District. He still considers all of the Mohican area
his own backyard, and would like to share it with you. Steve’s specialties are botany and birds.
Presentation and dinner $35.00 (field trips are free). Register at ohiobirds.org. All are welcome
to join us!
2

•

Ohio’s Birding Network

OOS Conservation Projects Revisited
including Peregrine Falcon and
Golden Eagle. Black-crowned
Night Heron, Green Heron,
Great Blue Herons, and other
wading birds are regulars in
season. Occasionally, a corner of the marsh produces
shorebirds. Numerous ducks,
terns, and gulls attend the open
water. The prairie portion of
the park continues to mature
and serves as excellent cover
and forage for grassland sparrows and Indigo Buntings. The
woods have reputation for
migratory stop over habitat,
including warblers in both
Spring and Fall. Meadowbrook
gained popularity as an eBird
hotspot during the Spring of
2015 when it hosted two Great
Horned Owlets in a snag easily
viewed from the walking path.
Our money continues to reap
rewards for birds. Bald Eagle
sightings at this location are
routine and we continue to
hope for an eagle nest at this
location at some future date.

Where have our conservation dollars gone in the past?
What projects supported by
the OOS provide a good value
for our support? During the
Midwest Birding Symposiums
in 2011 and again in 2013 the
OOS teamed up with efforts of
the Carbon Offset Birding Project. Donations were pledged
and collected toward preserving and enhancing habitats
which act as carbon sinks and
provide excellent value for bird
conservation.
Meadowbrook Marsh
In 2011, our funds were the
seed money for the purchase
of the wetlands at Meadowbrook Marsh in Danbury Township on the Marblehead peninsula. This land continues to
be managed by the Danbury
Township Trustees and the
Black Swamp Land Conservancy. It has become a favorite

cheryl harner

By Cheryl Harner,
OOS Conservation Chair

and donated to the Ottawa
National Wildlife Refuge for
restoration and land management of the Boss Unit. Several
other organizations, including
Toledo Naturalists Association,
Black Swamp Bird Observatory,
Ottawa National Wildlife Association and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service have participated along with OOS for the
recent boardwalk addition.
This wetland unit is maturing
nicely and we should be hearing more good news about the
success of this project in future
years.

OOS partnered with the
Carbon Offset Bird Project a
second time in 2013. Donations from the Midwest Bird
Symposium were matched

cheryl harner

cheryl harner

The Boss Unit at Ottawa
National Wildlife Refuge
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Open Letter
“Rededicating Ohio’s State Forestry System”
Editor’s Note: OOS has endorsed
a letter urging the state of Ohio to
curtail logging and other activities
in our State Parks and Forests that
are incompatible with habitat preservation and tourism. Co-signers of
the letter include Black Swamp Bird
Observatory, Flora-Quest, Mohican
Advocates Inc., the Ohio Environmental Council, the North Central
Ohio Land Conservancy, Ohio Natural
Areas and Preserves Association and
the Hocking Hills Tourism Association.
The following is an edited excerpt
from the letter:

Issue:

Ohio has a large and thriving private timber industry
and we support it. However,
timber management activities in the state forest system
create serious problems in the
eyes of the public. Forestry’s
management adversely affects
the growing tourism industry,
destroys habitat for threatened and endangered species,
creates widespread invasion
of non-native plants and adds
siltation to our watersheds.
The forest landscape is the
lifeblood of many counties
and businesses in Ohio. When
public forests are allowed to
achieve old-growth, their value
for both tourism and biodiversity increases exponentially.
Conversely, small businesses
are impacted when a forest of
mature trees is cut. The area
4
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loses its recreational and tourism values for a lifetime. Clearcut timbering reduces nearby
private property values and
sets local economies back 50
years or more. Timber profits
are short-term. The economic
and ecological potential of
our state parks and forests are
being diminished as a result of
timbering.

History:

The State Forest System was
initiated in the early 1900’s
after Ohio had been critically
deforested. The State took up
the responsibility to restore
forest on public land. Today,
the state forest system comprises about 2.5% of the forested land in Ohio. Recently,
timbering has even expanded
to harvesting on state park
lands, but still Forestry con-

tributes a very small percentage of the annual board feet
produced in Ohio. Over 95%
percent of Ohio’s timber
comes from private land and
the State should not compete
with private landowners.
In the past, management activities respected rare, threatened and endangered species,
as well as the habitat that they
depend on. Historic and cul-

Entrance to ‘Little Rocky Hollow State Nature Preserve’.

Resolution:

The Governor can use his
executive powers to grow
Ohio’s economy by rededicating our forests to preservation,

￼Everyone’s favorite, ‘Picnic
Point’ in Shawnee State Forest
— now a logging road.

Name that
NEST!

kelly benish

tural sites, scenic corridors and
buffers for sensitive areas were
once protected and prioritized
for public use over timbering.
Tourism supports one in
every seven jobs in Hocking
County. In Hocking County,
where good data is available
for 2013, the tourism industry
alone generated $4.7 million
in state taxes and $3.2 million
in local taxes. In that same
year, Hocking County received
$36,236.05 from the timber
sale redistribution fund. Timbering is a threat to the local
economy.

Scott Pendleton

The nest is a scrape concealed under a small sandstone shelf cave. It
has an opening 150 cm long and 40-45 cm tall with a depth of 60-90
cm. Form your differentials and turn to page 9 for the answer.

recreation, tourism, and watershed protection. Legislatively,
the Ohio Revised Code (ORC)
should be amended to eliminate the phrase “...and take
such measures as are necessary to bring about a profitable
growth of timber...” from ORC
1503.04 “Custody of forests.”
Section 1503.011 “Conservation and development of
forests – duties of the chief”
also requires revision to make
it clear that establishment and
protection of old growth forest
ecosystems are crucial duties
of the chief. Wilderness areas
should be designated.

The rededication of the
state forest system should
also expand the Extension and
Educational Services under
Section 1503.011, for assistance to productive private
and public forest landowners
on pest protection assistance,
conservation and appropriate
management of forest resources. If these measures are
taken, tourism, aesthetics, real
estate values and the integrity
of natural forest ecosystems on
state forest and park lands can
be secured for generations to
come.

Ohio’s Birding Network
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research peeks

patty mckelvey

WIng shape,
sex segregation,
and parental care

Hooded Warbler research
in Southeast Ohio

6

•

Ohio’s Birding Network

Cowbirds and Hoodeds
sites in Tar Hollow State Forest
and Zaleski State Forest, we can
find nests packed as close as 50
meters (about 160 feet) apart.
Hooded Warblers (“hoodeds”)
have a bright yellow face and underparts (which gives them their
species name “citrina”, meaning
yellow). Their backs, tails, and
wings are an olive green, and

earl harrison

By Brandan Gray
One of the most distinctive
bird songs heard in the spring
in Ohio is produced by a small
songbird, the Hooded Warbler
(Setophaga citrina). These 11 gram
(less than half an ounce) birds
are one of the first to sing in
the morning and one of the last
to stop singing in the evening.
Hooded Warbles, the subject
of my research at Ohio University, belong to a diverse group of
songbirds in the family Parulidae,
the wood warblers of the Americas. Hooded Warblers breed
throughout the eastern United
States and southern Canada, and
winter in Central America and
the Caribbean. In Ohio, these
vibrant little birds are most common in the north-central and
south-eastern deciduous forests.
Along the ridge tops in our study

guish them from other warblers.
While males always display their
namesake black hood, females
often lack black markings of any
kind (see Figure 1). However, we
have found females with varying
amounts of black on their head,
ranging from a few black feathers
in the nape to hoods as extensive
as any male. Why females display such variation in plumage
remains unknown. Unlike many
other warbler species which molt
their bright breeding plumage
into a drabber appearance, hoodeds retain their bright yellow and
black plumage through migration
and into the wintering grounds,
making them one of the easier
species to identify during fall
migration.

Figure 1: Female Hooded Warbler
the white patches on the outer
three tail feathers help to distin-

Hoodeds breed in mature forests. As forests age, old trees fall
and create gaps in the canopy. It
is in these gaps that the understory foliage flourishes and produces
a dense patch of small trees and
vines where the female Hooded
Warbler builds her nest. Similar gaps in the canopy are created when forests are selectively
logged. When large expanses
of forest are logged, not only is
the Hooded Warbler attracted,
but so is its frequent nest parasite, the Brown-headed Cowbird
(Molothrus ater). Cowbirds lay a
few eggs in the nest of a female
hooded during her egg laying
period, and may remove one or
more of her eggs. The female
Hooded Warbler accepts the
foreign eggs, and cares for them
along with her own. However,

brandan gray

the cowbird chicks grow more
quickly , and often, their greater
food demands means that the
parents cannot keep up and the
tiny hooded chicks die of starva-

vironment. Males typically hunt
moths and caterpillars higher in
the canopy than females. This
pattern has also been observed on
the tropical wintering grounds,
where males occupy forest territories and females are found in
secondary growth and scrub.
Why do males and females forage
in different parts of the environment? How does foraging in
different parts of the environment
affect the types of food available
to each sex? Do the foods offered
to chicks by males differ from
those offered by females? How
do different foods affect health
and growth rates of chicks? Why
are some parents able to provide
enough food for both cowbirds
and their own young, while others
cannot? These are some of the
questions I try to answer in my
research on Hooded Warblers in
southeast Ohio.

wings are long and more pointed
(think of the wing shape of other
fast-flying birds like falcons).
Females’ wings are shorter and
more rounded, making them a bit
slower, but much better at navigating through dense understory.
Perhaps this difference in wing
shape leads to a cascade of differences in flying ability, foraging
behavior, and parental care.
Hooded research

brandan gray

In order to find out, my team
and I capture male hoodeds as
Figure 2: The five chicks from
they arrive on their territory. I
a Hooded Warbler nest. The
gather various data such as wing
large chick, not begging for
and tail shapes, and mark them
food, is one of two Brownwith individual bands so they can
headed Cowbirds to hatch. The
be followed around their territory
chick with the pink mouth is a
during the summer. Before they
younger cowbird chick. The reare released, I use high speed vidmaining three are hungry little
eo to analyze flight speed and maHooded Warbler chicks. All five
neuverability as they fly through
chicks fledged.
a tunnel. After banding and data
collection, males will often fly to
tion. In our study sites, we monia nearby tree, take a look at their
tor each female’s nest for Brownnew bands, and go right back to
headed Cowbird eggs and follow
singing. Throughout the rest of
all eggs through hatching and
the summer, I follow each bird
all nestlings to fledging. More
around to figure out where each
often than not, the presence of
hunts, how often each sings, how
cowbird eggs spells doom for the
often each feeds his chicks.
Hooded Warbler family, but in
A couple weeks after we band
this past season, one of our nests
the males, the females begin to
was cared for by some extraordi- Figure 3: Two chicks have just
arrive. Each female builds a small
been banded.
nary parents which fledged two
cup-shaped nest, about two feet
Brown-headed Cowbird chicks
off the ground, in a small shrub
along with three of their own
or cluster of vines. During this
One possible reason why
(Figure 2).
time the female hooded is conmales and females use habitat
stantly flying to and from her
differently is that their bodies are
Habitat segregation
nest, which enables us to pinpoint
shaped differently. Male warblers
each nest’s location. We flag a
fly fast in order to race to the
In the summer breeding
nearby tree and keep track of
breeding grounds in spring and
grounds, male and female hoodwhat happens to the nest as the
they have a wing shape that aleds use different parts of the eneggs are laid and the chicks grow
lows them to do just that. Their
continued on page 8
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Athens County..

brandan gray

continued from page 7

over caring for the
young while the female
builds another nest.
I have only just
started collecting
data, but am excited
to continue working
with these amazing
little birds which show
a lot of variation in
body shape, behavior, and parental care
strategies. By gaining
Figure 4: One of the Hooded Warbler chicks a better understandfrom Figure 2, only three weeks later
ing of their biology,
we can make better
and fledge. During the nesting
period, females are also captured conservation decisions as the
climate changes and habitats are
and data are gathered. Chicks
are also banded when old enough altered. More generally, we can
look at the relationships between
(Figure 3). A few days later the
body shape, flight ability, huntchicks fledge and the male takes

ing success, and parental care in
this species and make judgements
about rarer species, enabling
research on the Hooded Warbler
to be useful in better understanding, and better conserving other
species as well.
The author thanks the Ohio
University Graduate Student Senate Original Work Grant, Drs.
Donald Miles and Kelly Williams,
and our team of students and volunteers.
Brandan Gray pursues a PhD in
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at Ohio University. He received a
B.S. in Botany from Lycoming College and a M.S. in Biology from
Bloomsburg University.

Bird Encounters
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son’s Hawk encompasses much
of western North America, into
the southern Canadian prairie
provinces. A tiny population in
northern Illinois represents the
easternmost breeders.
Swainson’s Hawks rarely appear in Ohio, and if one does, it
will draw great interest. Most

Jim McCormac

On a summer day in 1827,
naturalists John Richardson and
Thomas Drummond were exploring uncharted territory near Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Spying
an unfamiliar raptor, Drummond
drew a bead with his shotgun and
fired. He had collected the first
Swainson’s Hawk specimen.
Named in honor of scientist/
artist William Swainson, the
Swainson’s Hawk is an animal of
great beauty. It’s about the same
dimensions as the familiar redtailed hawk, but it has a slimmer body and longer wings. The
plumage is variable, ranging from
very dark forms to much paler
types. Most are classified as “light
morphs;” the “dark morphs” are
scarcer.
The breeding range of Swain-

Ohio’s Birding Network

have been fly-overs that didn’t
linger. If you weren’t there when
the bird winged by, you missed
it. I was lucky indeed to be part
of Ohio’s first record, on July
1, 1983. A gorgeous Swainson’s
Hawk flew low over Bruce Peterjohn, Don Tumblin and me as we
stood awestruck on a dike near
Lake Erie.
Thus, when a Swainson’s
Hawk appeared in a Holmes
County field on Sept. 17, it was
big news. This bird was no fly-by,
either. It stuck tight for the next
five days, spending much time in
its favored 6-acre field. The bird’s
unusual site fidelity and lengthy
stay made it easy for legions of
birders to see. Hundreds of binocular-toters from all corners of
Ohio made the pilgrimage, as did

“Name that NEST!”
- Answer

kelly benish

Given the opportunity, Turkey Vultures
(Cathartes aura) will preferentially choose
rocky cavities, but will settle for any isolated cavity. Vultures do not build nests,
any substrate in the incubation area was
already present and not actively accumulated. They may form a bare scrape to
incubate their one or two eggs. Incubation is shared by the sexes and after the
brood is five days old, the adults only
return to feed the chicks. Nesting sites are reused for years with
one in Harrison County occupied for ten breeding seasons and
counting.
These nests are rarely reported but surprisingly easy to locate
by observing adult birds. Site exploration begins as early as
late March and pairs of birds seen flying low into wooded areas
should be observed. Once the nest is occupied, the adults switch
incubation duties once every 24 hours, with 80% occurring between and 8:30 and 9:30 in the morning. Once again, carefully
observe birds seen flying into wooded areas around this time.
Do not rush to confirm nesting as the abandonment rate when
disturbed in the first five days of incubation is 100%. At any rate,
fledging does not usually occur before the end of July giving the
observer a long time to confirm nesting. If one gets too close, be
prepared to experience a gullet catharsis of putrid tissue hurled
your direction giving new meaning to this species scientific name,
which roughly translates as cleanser of smells.

kelly benish

others from surrounding states.
An unaffected celebrity, the hawk
utterly ignored visitors. It was
entertaining to watch as it raced
about snapping up grasshoppers. Otherwise, it perched on a
fence post and scanned for bugs.
Swainson’s Hawks are notable
for being highly insectivorous,
except during breeding season
when they seek rodent meat for
the nestlings.
Adding to the interest was the
hawk’s color. It was a dark form.
I believe all six or so previous
records have been of the more
typical light form birds.
Swainson’s Hawks are highly
migratory, and virtually the entire
population shifts to the Pampas
region of Argentina for the winter. That’s more than 6,000 miles
— one way! By the time you
read this, Holmes County’s avian
star will be well on its way to the
southern grasslands. It will join
legions of others on the migratory passage. One of the great
hawk-watching spots is Veracruz,
Mexico. Up to 1 million Swainson’s Hawks have been tallied
there in fall migration. Individual
flocks can number 10,000 birds.
Major thanks go to Ed Schlabach, the Amish bird-watcher
who first confirmed the hawk’s
identity. Ed has found many
other rarities, including most of
Ohio’s other Swainson’s Hawk
records.
Jim McCormac
Editor’s note: This article is
reprinted from the Columbus
Dispatch and from Jim’s blog at
jimmccormac.blogspot.com
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Darlene friedman

continued from page 9

Calendar of
Events
A selection of great local and
state-wide field trips, presentations, and more, available at press
time. Please confirm event details
and registration needs using the
weblinks or email provided.
Sunday, 1 November
Presque Isle Field Trip
Blackbrook Audubon
blackbrookaudubon.org
Tuesday, 3 November
“Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative:
Bringing Organizations Together”
by Amanda Duren
Rocky River Nature Center
Western Cuyahoga Audubon
wcasohio.org
Tuesday, 3 November
“A Biologist’s Guide to Iceland”
by Dr Andy Jones
Carlisle Reservation Visitor Center,
LaGrange
Black River Audubon
blackriveraudubon.org
Wednesday, 4 November
“40 Years of Photographing Nature”
by Gary Meszaros
Cleveland Museum of Natural History
Kirtland Bird Club
kirtlandbirdclub.org

10
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6-8 November
Annual Kelleys Island Owl Festival
Details TBA
Kelleys Island Audubon
kelleysislandnature.com

Saturday, 14 November
Field Trip Lorain County
Guides: Gary Cowell
Greater Mohican Audubon
gmasohio.org

Saturday, 7 November
OOS Annual Meeting
see page 2
ohiobirds.org

Monday, 16 November
Delaware County Bird Club: Prof
Chris Tonra
by Kyle Davis and Stephen Bischoff
Lodge at Deer Haven Preserve,
Delaware, OH.
Columbus Audubon
columbusaudubon.org

Saturday, 7 November
9th Annual Ohio Young Birders
Conference
Rocky River Nature Center, North
Olmstead, Ohio
ohioyoungbirders.org
Saturday, 7 November
“The Great Texas Birding Trail”
by Jeffrey Hall
Novak Education Center, Aurora, OH
Greater Cleveland Audubon
clevelandaudubon.org
Thursday, 12 November
Field Trip: Ohio River, Little Hocking Area
Mountwood Bird Club
mountwood.brooksbirdclub.org
12-13 November
Inquiry-based Education Conference. For environmental educators
Rural Action
Contact Joe Brehm at joe@ruralaction.org
Saturday, 14 November
Bird Walk
Rocky River Nature Center
Guides: Bill Deininger, Ken Gober,
Dave Graskemper
Western Cuyahoga Audubon
wcasohio.org

Ohio’s Birding Network

Tuesday, 17 November
“Audubon’s Birds & Climate: The
Threat, Our Response and What
You Can Do”
by Lynsy Smithson-Stanley
Grange Insurance Audubon Center
Columbus Audubon
columbusaudubon.org
Saturday, 21 November
Scoters, Waterfowl, Gulls
Guides: Rich and Karen Kassouf
Western Cuyahoga Audubon
kirtlandbirdclub.org
Saturday, 21 November
Loons and Grebes at
Rocky River Park
Kirtland Bird Club
wcasohio.org
Saturday, 28 November
Bird Walk at Byers Woods
Ashland County Park District
Greater Mohican Audubon
gmasohio.org

Tuesday, 1 December
“Raptor Rehab at Medina Raptor
Center”
by Debbie Parker
Sandy Ridge Reservation, North
Ridgeville
Black River Audubon
blackriveraudubon.org
Tuesday, 1 December
“Birding Without Binoculars With
Bill”
by Bill Deiniger
Rocky River Nature Center
Western Cuyahoga Audubon
wcasohio.org
Saturday, 5 December
Lake Logan Winter Birding
Guides: Joe Brehm, Sam Romeo
Athens Area Birders, Rural Action
stefan_gleissberg@me.com, joe@
ruralaction.org
Saturday, 12 December
Bird Walk at Secrest Arboretum
Greater Mohican Audubon
gmasohio.org
Saturday, 26 December
Bird Walk at Byers Woods
Ashland County Park District
Greater Mohican Audubon
gmasohio.org
Tuesday, 5 January 2016
“Bird Banding for Science and
Conservation”
by Tim Jasinski, Gary Fowler
Carlisle Reservation Visitor Center
Black River Audubon
blackriveraudubon.org
Saturday, 9 January 2016
Bird Walk at Mohican Memorial
State Forest
Ashland County Park District
Greater Mohican Audubon
gmasohio.org
Saturday, 23 January 2016
Bird Walk at Byers Woods
Ashland County Park District
Greater Mohican Audubon
gmasohio.org

Ohio Birding
Resources

Check these organizations for upto-date field trip and event info! If
you want your local bird club listed
here, contact
ceruleaneditor@ohiobirds.org

Report: OOS
Warbler Walk

OOS held a Central Ohio
region “Warbler Walk” on the
morning of Sunday, September
6, at Blendon Woods Metro
Park in Columbus. Leaders
Athens Area Birders
were Julie and Ken Davis, Bill
To join our mailing list, contact
Heck and Doreene Linzell.
stefan_gleissberg@me.com
We had a lovely morning,
Audubon Ohio, Cincinnati Chapter with plenty of sunshine and
cincinnatiaudubon.org
moderate temperatures. The
birds were not so impressed;
Blackbrook Audubon
warblers were in short supply,
Bird Walks at Orchard Hills Park
every 4th Sunday. Field trips and
although we did manage close
programs at blackbrookaudubon.org
looks at a Tennessee Warbler.
A very elusive Yellow-billed
Black River Audubon
blackriveraudubon.org
Cuckoo eventually showed
itself sufficiently for most parCanton Audubon
ticipants to have a good look
cantonaudubon.org
as well. A smattering of other
Columbus Audubon
species, from Cedar Waxwings
columbusaudubon.org
to American Goldfinches, kept
us on our toes through the
Greater Cleveland Audubon
morning.
clevelandaudubon.org
Oddly, the highlight of the
Greater Mohican Audubon
trip
was an escaped Love Bird
gmasohio.org
at the feeders!
Kelleys Island Audubon
Despite the slow pace of
kelleysislandnature.com
sightings, participants seemed
to enjoy themselves. We had
Kirtland Bird Club
several birding newbies, and
kirtlandbirdclub.org
perhaps being able to introMountwood Bird Club
duce them to our beloved pasmountwood.brooksbirdclub.org
time is more important than
Ohio Young Birders Club
finding rarities for ourselves.
Northwest, Central, Southwest,
Bill Heck
Northeast, and Holmes County
Chapters
ohioyoungbirders.org
Western Cuyahoga Audubon
Field trips and programs at
wcasohio.org

The Cerulean
Newsletter of the Ohio
Ornithological Society
Dr. Stefan Gleissberg: Editor,
Photo Editor, Layout
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OUR MISSION
To provide an Ohio Birding
Network welcoming bird
watchers of all levels of
interest and ability to unite
for the enjoyment, study,
and conservation of Ohio’s
wild birds.
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PLEASE TAKE TIME TO
RENEW OR JOIN OHIO’S
BIRDING NETWORK!
UNITED TOGETHER, BIRDERS
IN OHIO CAN MAKE A HUGE
DIFFERENCE FOR BIRDS &
CONSERVATION!

Please check your membership renewal date,
IN RED, above your address!

Carlisle Printing | Made with 30% recycled fiber and chlorine-free pulp timber from well-manged forest.

The Ohio Cardinal is our quarterly periodical that includes
the current season’s bird sightings and scientific articles.

Email:

The Cerulean is our quarterly newsletter that includes up-todate birding news around the state.

City, State, Zip:

JOIN US TODAY!
Publications, please add $20 to the membership fee. Membership is tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

Address:

*All members will receive the Cerulean and the Ohio Cardinal electronically. For Print

$15 Student/Limited
income

$100 Patron/Business

$35 Individual

$250 Sustaining

$50 Family/NonProfit

$500 Benefactor

$20 Print publications*

$1,000 Lifetime

Organization:
Name:

We provide a statewide birding network welcoming
bird watchers of all interests and abilities to unite for the
enjoyment, study and conservation of Ohio’s birds.

Conservation Fund

$

Development Fund

$

Total enclosed:

$
HELP US HELP THE BIRDS!

Ohio Ornithological Society Membership Application
Join us online! www.ohiobirds.org

