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David Sibley has joined the  

Friday night line-up of key-

note speakers  at the Midwest 

Birding Symposium. His MBS 

presentation will discuss the 

creation of the new Sibley 

Guide to Trees 

and the connections between 

trees, birds, and bird watchers. 

Sibley will autograph copies ear-

lier that day and after his evening 

presentation. See page 3 of The  

Cerulean for a peek inside 

Sibleyôs anticipated new release. 
 

Donôt forget MSB is partnering with 

Eagle Optics and Birderôs Exchange to 

collect your donation of old-but-useable 

optics for Latin American conservation-

ists, researchers, and educators. Do good! 
 

Other offerings at MSB include bird banding,   a 

digital photography workshop, a live raptor 

presentation by BACK TO THE WILD, birding 

by Segway, digiscoping demonstrations, a 24-

hour Big Sit, Lake Erie Island sunset boat 

cruise,  a film screening, and activities for young 

birders with The Ohio Young Birders Club and 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory. Best of all,  

you can still sign-up as a MBS volunteer: con-

tact Judy Kolo-Rose at judy@kolorose.com. 

 

Register today for MSB: https://

www.birdwatchersdigest.com/mwb/main.php 

 

Ann Oliver 

-Cincinnati 

Test your knowledge of the speak-

ers at the upcoming Midwest Bird-

ing Symposium. Research the 

questions online by reading the 

MSB speaker bios at: https://

www.birdwatchersdigest.com/

mwb/program.php then check your 

answers on the bottom of page 11  

of The Cerulean. See you September 17-20  at 

Lakeside, Ohio.  

 

1.  Former elementary school teacher turned free-              

lance nature photographer? 

2. Prolific Pulitzer Prize-nominated author? 

3. Project leader for eBird at Cornell? 

4. Presenter of ñBird ID Outside the Boxò? 

5. Blogger behind website ñ10,000 Birdsò? 

6. Artist, naturalist, and writer from the Appala-

chian foothills of Ohio? 

7. Ohio State University  professor and re-

searcher studying avian ecology/conservation in 

urbanizing landscapes? 

8. Winner of a both a Tony and Emmy Award, 

four-time Oscar nominee, and long-time birder? 

9. Leica Digiscoping All-Star? 

10. Field Guides leader, not  NASCAR driver? 

 

Bonus question: What six MBS speakers have 

been honored  by an American Birding Associa-

tion (ABA) award including three recipients of 

the Ludlow Griscom Award (1992, 2005, 2009), 

two Roger Tory Peterson Award recipients 

(2002, 2008), one Claudia Wilds Award (2003), 

and one Robert Ridgway Award (2008)? Look 

up the answers on the bottom of page 11 or at  

http://www.aba.org/about/awardwinners.html.  

 

Read more about all 22 MBS speakers and 

events:  

https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/mwb/

main.php. Register today! 

from th e 

    EDITOR 

Ohioõs Birding Network 

          Photo © Erinn Hartman.  
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OOS E LECTIONS :   
W E  N EED  M ORE  EDS  AND  

N EDS !  

At the Ohio Ornithological Societyôs annual May 

meeting, elections were held for several board posi-

tions.  This came with good news and some sad 

news.  First the sad: Ed Pierce, the founding Vice 

President and long time publisher of The Ohio Car-

dinal, recently stepped down.  Ed was the driving 

force behind the creation of OOS and provided pro 

bono legal expertise in drafting our articles of in-

corporation and by-laws.  We should all be grateful 

for Edôs passion for Ohioôs birds, their habitat, and 

educating the rest of us about birds.  Without Ed, 

we would have no society or Ohio Cardinal!  So 

when you see Ed out in the field doing his favorite 

thing, watching birds, be sure to thank him for his 

dedication, efforts, and passion. 

 

A little more sad news: due to term limits Ned Kel-

ler cannot continue as Southwest Regional Director. 

Fortunately, Ned has graciously offered to continue 

as web master for www.ohiobirds.org, our OOS 

website and great source of birding information.  

Ned also continues as Secretary of the Ohio Birds 

Record Committee.  Be sure to give Ned a pat on 

the back when you catch him eyeing a rarity in 

southwest Ohio.  We  need more Eds and Neds! 

 

Now for the good news: the membership elected 

Bill Thompson III to fill the remainder of Edôs term 

(expires in May 2011). Bill was a founding board 

member and a driving force behind the growth of 

OOS. I think you all know Bill, but just in case, he 

lives near Whipple, is editor of Bird Watcherôs Di-

gest,  a much sought-after speaker and tour guide, 

traveling extensively throughout North America 

and beyond.  He plays a pretty mean guitar, too. 

 

Marc Nolls was re-elected as Recording Secretary. 

Marc originally served as NE Regional Director 

then moved into the vacant Recording Secretary 

position. Marc has been an enormous asset to the 

group, and is expert at logistics and planning. He 

lives in Akron, is an active birder, and participates 

regularly in a variety of surveys. 

 

Dana Bollin was elected to continue as the North-

west Regional Director for a second term. She lives 

in Oak Harbor and is the chief naturalist at Maumee 

Bay State Park.  Dana is a tremendous asset to the 

organization. 

 

Ann Oliver was elected the 

Southwest Regional Director, 

replacing Ned Keller. Ann lives 

in Cincinnati, has participated 

heavily in OOS volunteerism, 

and is editor of The Cerulean 

newsletter.   

 

Bob Placier was elected the 

Southeast Regional Director 

replacing Bill Thompson III. 

Bob lives near Athens, is an in-

structor at Hocking Technical 

College, a licensed bird bander, 

one of the researchers involved 

in the Chillicothe Northern Saw

-whet Owl banding operation, 

and breeding bird atlaser in Ohio and beyond. 

 

Gabe Leidy was elected as the Northeast Regional 

Director. Gabe lives in Cleveland, and is one of the 

stateôs top birders. He leads numerous field trips in 

northern Ohio, and serves as co-editor of the spring 

season for The Ohio Cardinal magazine. 

 

Thanks and congratulations to all of our new board 

members!  

 

Peter King 

-Westerville 

 

Congrats to Tom Bartlett, OOS board member and 

outstanding Black Swamp Bird Observatory volun-

teer! On International Migratory 

Bird Day, Tom nonstop ladder-

top birded  12 hours during his 

15th  annual ñBig Sitò adjacent 

to the west entrance of the 

Magee Marsh boardwalk. In 15 

years,  the Big Sit has raised 

$28,000 for BSBOôs education 

programs and tallied 181 species 

including 94  species this past 

May. FYI: 13 out of 15 Big Sits  

were sans bathroom break.  

 B ARTLETT ôS  B IG  S IT  FOR  BSBO:  

A LWAYS  H EADS  A BOVE  T HE  CROWD !  

Ohioõs Birding Network 

Northern Saw-whet Owl banding.  

Photo permission Bob Placier. 

Ann Oliver at Glacier National Park wearing a 

BSBO visor. Photo courtesy Mike Acheson. 

Tom Bartlettõs 15th annual Big Sit  

at Magee Marsh on IMBD, 2009. 

Photo courtesy Cheryl Harner. 
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Perhaps this is a sign that birding or bird watching 

has come of age. We're starting to see films made 

about our hobby. And, the good news is, these films 

do not star Miss Jane Hathaway, Professor Pith-

Helmet, or that crotchety old lady ornithologist 

from The Birds.  Enter: Opposable Chums: Guts & 

Glory at the World Series of Birding. 

 

Filmmaker Jason Kessler is a successful videogra-

pher from New York. Although he has made other 

documentary films (including award-winners), he 

makes his living creating films and videos for the 

fashion industry. Fashion industry? That should be 

an easy transition to filming birders... 

 

Jason Kessler, fortunately, is one of us. He's a 

birder, too (and a rock musician, but that's a subject 

for another day). He set out to capture the essence 

of competitive birding by filming the participants in 

the grand-daddy of all North American birding 

competitions, Cape May Bird Observatoryôs World 

Series of Birding held each May in New Jersey. 

 

I've watched the film a couple of times now and am 

impressed with its scope, with its fair treatment, and 

with its good humor. It lets the characters inter-

viewed for the film be themselves. Kessler does not 

stoop to the tired clichés about birding, nor does he 

fall under the spell of the event or its main players. 

He gives us an unvarnished look at several of the 

teams participating in the WSB, including some of 

the teams with no chance of winning, and the per-

sonalities associated with them. This is particularly 

refreshing because it helps to give a sense of why 

otherwise (mostly) normal people would subject 

themselves to 24 hours of birding. 

 

Veterans of the birding scene will recognize famous 

talking heads in Opposable Chums, including 

David Sibley, Kenn Kaufman, John Fitzpatrick, and 

Pete Dunne. The film also features some equally 

good birders with less of a Q-factor including Con-

necticut's Frank Gallo, The Cornell Lab's Kevin 

McGowan, and New Jersey's own Pat Sutton. 

MBS: M OVIE  S CREENING  
AND  R EVIEW  

Donôt know a pignut from a pecan? Ever despaired 

in the field wondering which  tree your target spe-

cies is being seen in by every other birder but you? 

Well, hope has arrived in the form of The Sibley 

Guide to Trees. More than 4000 paintings of na-

tive and commonly cultivated species are depicted 

in this new visual guide to trees. 

 

With a format similar to his best-selling bird 

guide, The Sibley Guide to Trees illustrates bark, 

leaves, needles, cones, twigs, silhouettes, range, 

and annual and lifetime development. More than 

600 species are detailed according to shape, color, 

and size of leaves; color and texture of bark; the 

treeôs overall size and shape; habitat; and timing of 

seasonal change, including fruit or flowers. Essays 

on conservation, preservation, taxonomy, and the 

environment are included. 

Sibley, who revolutionized birding field guides in 

2000 with The Sibley Guide to Birds, 

began the tree manuscript seven 

years ago. Heôs spent the last four 

years intensively writing and paint-

ing the taxonomically arranged tome. 

The author began drawing and study-

ing birds in 1969 at the age of seven: 

at age eight, Californiaôs Redwoods 

had  already made a lifetime impression. 

 

Signed copies can be ordered in advance: http://

www.randomhouse.com/signed/display.pperl?

isbn=9780375415197. Continued on Page 4 

T HE  S IBLEY  G UIDE  TO  
T REES    

Images from Amazon.com (http://www.amazon.com/Sibley-Guide-Trees-David-Allen/

dp/037541519X) 

http://www.randomhouse.com/signed/display.pperl?isbn=9780375415197
http://www.randomhouse.com/signed/display.pperl?isbn=9780375415197
http://www.randomhouse.com/signed/display.pperl?isbn=9780375415197
http://www.amazon.com/Sibley-Guide-Trees-David-Allen/dp/037541519X
http://www.amazon.com/Sibley-Guide-Trees-David-Allen/dp/037541519X


 

 

Ohioõs Birding Network 
 4 

To learn more about the film, filmmaker, or to  

order your own DVD copy of ñOpposable Chumsò: 

http://www.opposablechums.com/

about_the_film.html. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G UATEMALA  B IRDING  A DVENTURE  

WITH  OOS M ARCH  14 - 24,  2010  

Within a mosaic of seven main eco

-regions, Guatemala holds one of 

the most amazingly diverse groups 

of birds in the world.  Over 700 

resident and migrant species occur, 

including some fabulous endemics 

hard to find elsewhere including 

one of the rarest birds in the 

Americas, the Horned Guan. 

 

The Ohio Ornithological Society is excited to an-

nounce Guatemala Birding Adventure 2010!  More 

than twenty OOS members have traveled with us to 

Costa Rica over the past four years.  In an outreach 

effort to other countries playing a critical role in 

conserving Ohioôs bird life, we are now exploring 

Guatemala! In addition to the great Central Ameri-

can birds, there will be plenty of ñourò birds there 

for the winter. For instance, during a 2008 trip to 

Costa Rica, OOS members saw 1,000 Tennessee 

Warblers in a single massive jungle tree! 

 

The country offers a 

myriad of colorful 

landscapes. Weôll 

have the chance to 

climb a volcano in 

search of the Horned 

Guan; tropical forests 

will be explored to view the Resplendent 

Quetzal; we will walk around ancient 

ruins in Tikal watching toucans, mot-

mots and aracaris; and weôll hike  oak-

pine forests to observe the spec-

tacular Pink-Headed Warbler.   

 

Guatemala is an easy, safe country to explore.  

Weôll travel in a roomy 15-passenger bus with full 

windows accompanied by one of the top birding 

guides in the country, Hugo Enriquez. 

 

Jen Sauter 

-Westerville 

 

Editorôs Note: This trip can only accommodate ten 

lucky travelers. Contact Jen Sauter, OOS Executive 

Secretary: ybchat@insight.rr.com or 614-203-2360. 

 

Movie Screening, Continued  

The camera work and editing in Opposable Chums 

is fantastic. Nothing kills a documentary film faster 

than a series of headshots of talking heads. Kessler 

avoids this pitfall with clever shooting and even 

more clever editing to keep the story moving when 

things aren't visually exciting. There are even some 

scenes shot with dashboard-mounted cameras that 

reminded me of "Taxicab Confessions" from HBO. 

B i r d i n g  a s  r e a l i t y  t e l e v i s i o n . 

 

One small quibble. We birders need to get a hobby-

wide eyeglasses makeover. I think the last time I 

saw this many over-sized eyeglass frames was in an 

Elton John concert on VH1. Seriously, folks. Call 

your eye doctor today and make an appointment! 

 

I won't give away all the details of Jason Kessler's 

film. It's a great take on competitive birding and a 

peek into the hearts and minds of some truly avid 

birders. It's entertaining enough to amuse non-

birders, but unlike so many media depictions of our 

hobby/sport, this one won't make you cringe. It 

pokes fun, but does so lovingly. I'll bet you'll watch 

it more than once. I did! 

 

Bill Thompson, III 

-Whipple 

 

Editorôs Note: Filmmaker Jason Kessler will show 

"Opposable Chums" at the Midwest Birding Sym-

posium Thursday night, September 17 in Orchestra 

Hall, Lakeside. Screen-

ings are at 7:00 pm and 

8:30 pm. Admission is 

FREE, but seating is 

limited. Visit the MBS 

registrat ion pages 

online to reserve your 

seat at one of the 

screenings:  

https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/mwb/

registration.php#step0.  
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Volcano in Guatemala. 

Photo courtesy Jen Sauter. 

Resplendent Quetzal.  

Photo courtesy Jim McCormac. 

http://www.opposablechums.com/about_the_film.html
http://www.opposablechums.com/about_the_film.html
mailto:ybchat@insight.rr.com
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/mwb/registration.php#step0
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/mwb/registration.php#step0
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evolution of birds in the Philippine islands, using 

DNA-based techniques.   

 

After graduate school, I was hired as Curator of 

Ornithology by the Cleveland Museum of Natural 

History to fill the newly created William A. and 

Nancy R. Klamm Endowed Chair. I'm responsible 

for the museum's 30,000 bird specimens, for con-

ducting research 

on birds and pub-

lishing that work 

in peer-reviewed 

journals, and for 

doing outreach.  

Much to my joy, 

outreach means 

talking about birds 

or taking people 

birding to sensa-

tional places like 

southeast Arizona, 

the Galapagos, the 

Peruvian Amazon, the Andes of Venezuela, Iôve 

also become editor of The Ohio Cardinal, and I 

am excited to be involved in a journal with a 

strong history and bright future with the OOS. 

 

Dr. Andy Jones 

-Cleveland 

 

Editorôs Note: Dr. Jones will present ñWho Keeps 

Changing My Field Guide?ò at the Midwest Bird-

ing Symposium. His talk will discuss reasons why 

common and scientific bird names are updated as 

advances occur in identification and taxonomy. 

 

 

Congratulations to John C. Robinson of Marys-

ville, Ohio on joining the board  of directors of 

The American Birding Association (ABA). Rob-

inson is a wildlife biologist and author of Birding 

For Everyone: Encouraging People of Color to 

Become Birdwatchers. Heôs a featured speaker at 

the Diversity In Outdoor Recreation Conference, 

September 26, 2009 in Toledo sponsored by 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory. Details: http://

www.bsbobird.org/diversity_conference.htm. 

B IRDER ôS  B IO :  

D R .  A NDY  J ONES  

I received some terrible advice when I was in 

college.  "Do not pursue your hobby as a ca-

reer; you need to keep your career and your 

hobbies separate."  The person giving this ad-

vice apparently didn't understand the differ-

ence between a hobby and a passion.  

 

My passion for natural history goes back to 

childhood.  My earliest field notes were written 

when I was five years old (counting toads in 

the yard).  My parents had some interest in the 

outdoors, and encouraged me as I found an 

urge to pin a name on everything I saw from 

fish to amphibians to spring wildflowers. 

 

An Osprey was my Spark Bird.  I was photo-

graphing wildflowers along the Clinch River in 

Tennessee for a high school class project, and 

a large raptor passed overhead.  I started yell-

ing, "Bald Eagle!  Bald Eagle!!!", and my dad 

joined the chorus.  My cousin Kevin, ten years 

old at the time, calmly corrected us, pointing 

out the white belly and the brown eye line.  

That evening I pored over the field guide, 

learning names to several of the more boister-

ous-looking birds in the guide, including the 

Osprey and the Bald Eagle.  That fall, I identi-

fied several warblers, a first-year male Rose-

breasted Grosbeak, and pinned the wrong 

names on a lot of birds, but hook had been set. 

 

It was a college mentor who pointed me in the 

right direction in academia.  I was already ma-

joring in biology at the University of Tennes-

see, but I wasn't doing anything to distinguish 

myself.  My mentor encouraged me to ap-

proach my Ecology professor and "knock his 

door down" ï introduce myself and tell him 

how interested I was in the subject.  I was terri-

fied at the prospect and ended up writing sev-

eral drafts of an e-mail that I finally worked up 

the nerve to send.  Two days later I was in his 

office, meeting his graduate students, and be-

ing invited to spend a few weeks working on 

his Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow research pro-

ject in the Everglades.  Several field jobs fol-

lowed, and soon I was in a PhD program at the 

University of Minnesota, where I studied the 

  Juvenal Boreal Owl. Photo permission of Dr. Andy Jones. 

J OHN  C.  R OBINSON  OF  

O HIO  JOINS  ABA B OARD  

http://www.bsbobird.org/diversity_conference.htm
http://www.bsbobird.org/diversity_conference.htm


 

 

Ohioõs Birding Network  6 

bulldozed into the val-

ley. Next, explosive 

charges are driven into 

the flanks of the 

mountain, and the top 

is blown off. The drag-

line, a massive exca-

vator 22 stories tall, 

goes to work, carving 

away at the rock and 

gravel to get at the 

coal. Toxic rubble is 

dumped below in 

whatôs called ñvalley 

fills,ò smothering and 

poisoning streams.  

While traditional excavation coal mining leaves a 

mountain and its forest largely intact (while em-

ploying hundreds of miners), mountaintop removal 

mining is 

an environ-

mental ca-

tastrophe, 

obliterating 

the moun-

tain, level-

ing it, to 

get the coal 

b e n e a t h . 

Further, it 

r e p l a c e s 

the jobs of 

hundreds of miners with a single dragline operator. 

 

What was once a diverse forest, teeming with war-

blers, thrushes, tanagers and vireos, box turtles, tril-

lium and Mayapples, is reduced to a flattened 

moonscape of gravel and dust, never to regenerate. 

When the topsoil and seed-

bed are removed, there is no 

reclamation of the forests. 

And they are not just any 

forests: Appalachian mon-

tane forests are among the 

richest and most diverse on 

earth, with species diversity 

second only to Costa Ricaôs. 

 

Ever wonder why itôs getting hard to add Cerulean 

Warbler to your life list? Some projections have 

this heavenly blue warbler going extinct in the next 

50 yearsðin your lifetime. Thereôs always been a 

tendency among North American birders to blame 

what happens on the wintering grounds for the  

decline of native songbirds. Itôs true the Cerulean  

Warblerôs highland South American wintering 

habitat has been decimated both by sun coffee and 

coca plantations. But the word ñdecimationò is re-

defined by whatôs 

happening in the 

A p p a l a c h i a n 

stronghold of the 

Cerulean War-

blerôs breeding 

range right here in 

A m e r i c að

mountaintop  

removal mining. 

 

 

Cerulean Warblers 

need mature, mesic 

deciduous forests, 

heavy on oak, and 

c l e a r- r u n n i n g 

streams below the 

forested slopes. 

Theyôre mountain 

birds, by and large, 

singing their buzzy 

song throughout 

Appalachia and in the Ozarks and Smokies. But 

theyôre taking a devastating hit with the rush to 

strip Appalachia of coal. 

 

Weôve all heard about 

ñclean coal,ò and de-

creasing our reliance on 

foreign energy sources is 

a noble goal.  Unfortu-

nately, thereôs nothing 

clean about how coal is 

obtained. First, the forest 

is clearcut, and the valu-

able timber is simply 

Continued on Page 7 

M OUNTAINTOP  R EMOVAL  COAL   
M IN ING  AND  CERULEAN  W ARBLERS   

Valley fill on the headwaters of 

 White Oak Creek, Raleigh Co., WV.  

Photo by Robert Gates. 

Dust coming off the mine sites can contain silica 

from blasted sandstone, coal dust, chemicals from 

the blasting agents used and diesel equipment 

smoke. Boone County, WV. Photo by Vivian Stock-

man and flyover courtesy SouthWings.org. 

Catenary Coal Company, Kayford Mountain, 2005. Photo 

by Vivian Stockman and flyover courtesy SouthWings.org. 

Trees are felled in preparation for blasting and 

draglines at an expanding mountaintop re-

moval site in Lincoln County, WV, 2003.   

Photo by Vivian Stockman and flyover courtesy 

SouthWings.org. 

A massive dragline, dwarfed by the huge scale of the operation, at work 

on a mountaintop removal operation near Kayford Mountain, WV. 

Photo by Vivian Stockman, 2003 and flyover courtesy SouthWings.org. 

Kayford Mountain, March 2009. Photos by Vivian        

Stockman and flyover courtesy SouthWings.org. 

Samples mine valley fill, Catenary Coal. 

Photo by Charlie Archambault. 


