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medw4c§J MIDWEST BIRDING SYMPOSIUM
OCICALS IN LAKESIDE , O HIO
SEPTEMBER 17 -20,2009
The Midwest Birding Symposium (MBS) returns
to Ohio on September 120, 2009, for the first
e f time in 10 years. Hosted i r d Wat cher
Spring is finally here! No doubt many of you : .
wﬁl m%ke a trig to Lake Erie. Black {lSwa);n D gest O 0S, and the Lakes@e Association, MBS
Bird Observatory (BSBO) has special organizers expect a capacity crowd of 1,000+
events and offerings including the sprifg birdwatchers from around the continent at the
AALL OUT BIRDINGd Proj eSEeE"C LFa‘feEJ% Qfig yrommunity along  the
6th to 25th. Stop at the BSBO headquartelrs, shores ot Lake Erie.
north of St. Rt. 2 at the entrance to Magee . L : : :
Marsh Wildlife Area. for details. This premier birding event will feature field trips
’ to top birding spots, programs MIDWEST
S - Shopping at the BSBO for items such N or t h A m%r ' cao BIRDING ' ng
as Hi gher Grounds TIradi ﬂaq Egﬁ&venﬂd?/r,ﬁa%ea tW SYMPOSIUM
ure Falld’ iffotmatic
shadegrown Black Swamp Blend Coffee and the opportunity for both no
) _ ice and experienced birders
ing programs from 10 to 11 am. enthusiasts. '
R O Really good cause! Among the many superb speakers slated for this
world-class event include Tony Award winner
| - Internet connection for annotated Jane Alexander, National Public Radio commen-
downl oadabl e maps ajnd K &iomJulieadicketaese, dPslitzer Prize finalist
Best Bets for Birding Bloghttp:// Scott Weidensaul, Roger Tory Peterson Award
www.bsbo.org/birding/ winner Kenn Kaufman, Project eBird Leader
Chris Wood of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
N-Nourishment from Por t negdphetpgeaphgrdrthgriverris, plus others.
Garden Restaurant making boxed lunches _ _ )
and salads available at the BSBO shop Special events include a Lake Erie Island Sunset
almost every day except Saturdays when Boat Cruise, screening
BSBO grills hotdogs! Chums: Guts & Glory at the World Series of
Birdingo filmed in New
G-Guides whooll leald frd@ WRNRLCr PH{i LG to Birc
ing hotspotsincluding Magee Marsh, Ot- | .
tawa National Wildll|fe REPIPEONNAPHTINESDERLOO
own birding trail. 6927." Admission fo the vendor
A Glfver area is free.
L . Judy KoloRose
- Cincinnati _Richfield

Ohi od6s Birding"“Network


http://www.bsbo.org/birding/
http://www.bsbo.org/birding/
http://www.midwestbirding.org

ABA H oNORS JiIM MCcCORMAC
WITH LubLow GRISCOM AWARD

@ Am ncan Bi l‘dll‘] q

What do the names Roger Tory Peterson, Jim Lane,

Guy McCaskie, Kenn Kaufman, Ted Parker, Clau-
dia Wilds, Peter Pyle, Rich Stallcup, and Wayne R.
Petersen have in common with OOS President Jim
McCormac? All are recipients of The American
Birding Associationos
Award. The ABA bestows the honor on individuals
who have made outstanding contributions in re-
gional ornithology. Jim McCormac recently re-
ceived the award at the ABA annual conference.

Mc Cor macds ABA
Master sai d AJi
birding force in Ohio
over the last two dec-
ades. | predict that his
' name will join the
short list of ornitholo-
gists that have shaped
the present and future
of Ohi o

Ohio Young Birders Trip to Cedar Bog.
=8 Photo courtesy Mark Sheildcastle.

I n Ji m
Bernard

Who was Ludlow Griscom? Ornithologist Griscom
(1890-1959) was one of the most important figures
in the first half of the 20 century. Griscom pio-
neered the idea of observable field marks for bird
identification instead of shooting a bird. In the Oc-
tober 1965 issue ofhe Auk Roger Tory Peterson
remar ked Griscom
else, bridged the gap between the collector of the
old school and the modern field ornithologist with

the binoculard and
Aprofoundly influenced
added Griscombs fAimost
he el evated field

his lifetime, Griscom was Research Curator of the
Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard Uni-
versity, elected President of the American Orni-
thologistsodé Uni on, and
the National Audubon Society.
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fWhat do Griscom and

® McCormac have in common

¥ in addition to birdsBotany.

n the 1965 Auk article, Pe-
it erson describ
st al ent : AFew
: : iaeey birding companions knew of
Photo courtesyBlll Thompson hiis equally haralriving bo-
tanical activities, for he seldom stopped to examine
a flower if he was birding. Yet, if questioned about
a plant, it seemed that no matter how obscure it
was, he would name it and glibly recite the vital
statistics without missing a warbler. He once told

( A B that he hagl pesspnallycfeundsagdy ceflected 95

per cent of all the species included in Gray's manual
of botany. Forty thousand of his sheets were depos-
ited in the Gray Herbarium at Harvard, in his own
collection and elsewhere. In fact, Professor M. L.
Fernald, the author of the new Gray's manu#ll, 8

aditignapublished in 495Q, aiten uggd Ludlow as a

SpYi R&d Mo%Q tl%pé??arWthE
keys would wor k.

Paralleling Griscomds i
noted in the ABA nomina

also keenly interested in plants and was employed
as a botanist for the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

birdi nu til 2P04. He is cauthor of the newly released

Floristic Quality Assessment Index for Ohio, a sci-
entific methodology for evaluating the quality of
habitats. His work focused ¢~
the interaction between bi
and plant communities. Ji
now works for the Ohio Divi
sion of Wildlife, specializin
in issues involving ornitho

o} . 0
9y Photo courtesy Bill Thompson, lIl.
more than anybody

Edi t or de OQDtharks Dr. Bernard Master
for his contribution to this article and for nominat-

a c k n o wing Mo§erdac forethe Wsaissompawards Master lislay
b y founding membex of POSag weall as a previous Dis

s i g mectdr iofcABA, tThe cAoerican Bitsl (Conisesvancyw a

r ecogni and BindLife laternatiorslc He eurrendy. sivss on teu

board of the Grange Insurance Audubon Center
(GIAC) and is a trustee of Columbus Audubon.

a nCongratiagonsata tye Angencan Birding Assoo f

ciation on their 40th anniversary (1969 -2009).

Net wor k



N ATURE
FOR CRITICAL
KEY BIODIVERSITY

| RAQ Uses OOS O PTICS
BIRD SUREYS IN
AREAS

Nature Iraq was established in 2004 in an effort to
lobby for the restoration of the marshes of south-
ern Iraq through conducting scientific studies fo-
cused on quality and quantity of water available
for the restoration processt soon became appar-
ent that one of the main indicators of healthy resto-
ration is the presence of healthy population counts
of birds which involves building the capacity of
birders in Irag.

While 1 am more of a kayaker than | am a bird
watcher, | am struck by what | have observed in
watching my birding teamsBirdLife International
was instrumental in training the first batch of bird-
ers and we started our Key Biodiversity Areas sur-
vey program in south Iraq which then expanded
into Kurdistan Region of Iraq one year later.

To date, we have surveyed well over a 100 sites in
winter and summer survey campaigrSome of
our key findings of birds include several species
classified as vulnerable, near threatened, threat-
ened and endag
gered, such
Marbled  Teal sk
Egyptian  Vul-===8
ture, Asian Im 28
perial Eagle, S
ciable Lapwingf
European Rollegs =
Cinereous Bun- Mudhafar Salim, Koresh Arrarat, and Raid Abd

Mahdi (left to right) with scope donated by Eagle
tmg1 and theOptics and binoculars donated by OOS.
Lesser WhitePhoto courtesy Nature Iraq.

Fronted Goose.

Our list of observations was augmented tremen-
dously by Ohiobds Randy
that our teams had a hard time accessing given the
security concerns.Randy 0 s
been vetted by BirdLife and accepted into our re-
cords that we submit to BirdLife periodically.

Dr. Azzam Alwash
Chief Executive Officer, Nature Iraq

Edi t or @bkio AoytNational Guard Major
Randel Rogers returned home from Iraq in April.
Heb6s currently Dbirding

Ohi 00 s

THE MIDWEST BIRDING SYMPOSIUM
AND OHIO ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
W ANTS You (TO VOLUNTEER )

Remember the United Stal
Military World War | poster:
featuring Uncle Sam pointir
directly at the viewer to recri
volunteers? Well, the Midwe
Birding  Symposium, Bird
Wat cher 6 sandDOQf
need YOU! A variety of volun
teer skills are desired at t
Lakeside, Ohio gathering Sep-ames Mont gome:
tember 17th to 20th. Dozens pf¥i 2t 20 c 1o |
volunteers are needed to help

event organizers, speakers, and

exhibitors.

If you are fastidious about optics, join the binocular
cleaning crew! Perhaps you like meeting lots of
new people: the registration desk or information
desk could use your good cheer. If you never had
the chance to be a hall monitor in high school, join
the group of room monitors to assist with the break
out speaker sessions around the Lakeside campus
Ever dreamt of doing a Big Sit like Tom Bartlett
but never had time for a full day? Volunteer for a
multi-hour block at the MBS Big Sit. If you are at-
tending with your spouse or with a friend, consider
volunteering as a team and perhaps working at the
OOS booth. Maybe you like to work quietly behind
the scenes: about a dozen volunteers are needed
few days in advance to assemble hundreds of atten-
dee packets. You could work as a sponsor assistant
for Eagle Optics, Leica, or Swarvoski. Or, if you
are the creative type and a photographer, consider
volunteering with the roving photography team.

R dDgpending on the emowrd f volunteea timeayoue

perform you may even qualify for a reduced rate at

observartg

hhee MBS. Best 0
]%/IIIIE)[\SVHE\%(E helpingBi r d Wat c haed 6 s

SYMPOSIUM || ©OS make the MBS one of the pre-
miere birding events of the year. To
inquire about volunteering your

' skills and enthusiasm, contact Judy
Kolo-Rosejudy@kolorose.com

SEPT. 17-20, 2009
LAKESIDE, OHIO

and

Bi

travel. across the

ng
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http://us.mc307.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=judy@kolorose.com

DATA ENTRY AND SERENDIPITY
BIRD STuDY SPECIMEN COLLECTION

AT CMNH | NTERSECTS WITH LIFE
OF VOLUNTEERS
The Cleveland Museum of Natural History

(CMNH) has a collection of approximately 30,000

. bird study skins. Attached to each
specimen is a tag with information
such as genus, subspecies, gender,
place and date of collection, name
W of collector, and for more recent
specimens, weight, skin measure-
ments, skull ossification, descrip-
tion of gonads, stomach contents,
~ and other notes.

To make the data accessible online, several volun-
teers are entering the tag information into a comput-
erized data base. For the past eighteen mohths,
have been working as a volunteer for Dr. Andy
Jones, Curator of Ornithology at CMNH. For a few
months | worked alone, but my wife now accompa-
nies me. She does the typing, while | fetch the
specimens and read the tags to her. We work two
hour sessions twice a week. Although important,
the work is tedious, and after two hours, fatigue sets
in and mistakes mu'’
tiply.  Nevertheless
there are reward
Seeing specimens ui
exotic birds from places we have never visited, nor
ever will, is exciting. Coming across specimens
collected more than 100 years ago gives us a sense
of continuity with the past. Encountering the names
of famous ornithologists, such as John James Audu-
bon or Roger Tory Peterson, perks up our interest.
But what | find the most fascinating are the seren-
dipitous connections to our lives.

Cleveland Museum of

NATURAL HISTORY

Pagophila eburnea Two specimens of Ivory Gulls
indicated collection by Sir Hubert Wilkins in Au-
gust, 1931 at latitude 81 degrees and 50 minutes

4 Ohi ods Bi

Nort h. The back -Bliswolthh e
TransAr ct i ¢ Submarine Expe
Intrigued, | Googled this expedition: it was an

early, but unsuccessful attempt to pass under the
Arctic ice pack in a WWI surplus U.S. Navy sub-
mari ne. The vessel was
Captain Nemodbs fictitio
crew had planned to drill a mazed hole through
the ice at the North Pole to rendezvous with the
Graf Zeppelin, but a variety of mechanical prob-
lems doomed these plans.
t hough A

the i
the Arctic ice pack, it neve
submerged fully beneath t
ice, and was eventually sc
tled in a fjord near Berge
Norway. CMNH archives in "
dicate the nascent CMNH prj
vided financial support to th
1931 expedition in exchange

for bird specimens. Records indicate 14 specimens
were brought back, but so far we have located only
the two Ivory Gulls.

When | told Andy Jones about the origin of these

two gull s, he noted the
Serieso lecture at the (
oceanographer Stewart B. Nelson, who had recently
| ocated the sunken fANaut
ture | exhibited the two Ivory Gull specimens in the
l obby. Nel sonds book .

scribes the expedition and discovery of the wreck.

Strix varia varia We came across a Barred Owl
specimen found dead on a road in West Virginia.
When | read aloud the name of the man who found
the owl, the young lady working next to us at
CMNH overheard and said the man was her
brother. She remembered his phone call three years
ago wondering what to do with the beautiful bird.

Coccyzus americanasnericanus A Yellow-billed
Cuckoo was killed in 1942 in a window strike in
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. The unusual last name of
the lady who brought the bird to the CMNH was the
same as a student in the first class | taught in 1961
as a newly hired Assistant Professor at Case Insti-
tute of Technology. This student graduated from
Case in 1964, and went on to earn his PhD in as-

tronomy from my alma mater, Continued on Page 5

r di Net wor k
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the University of Chicago, under the guidance
of the same astronomer who had been my the-
sis alvisor. After
younger daughter, he had a distinguished ca-
reer at a prestigious Eastern university. | had
not seen this extudent since the memorial
service of our thesis advisor, some 20 years
ago. Thinking the person who brought in the
cuckoo might have been the mother of my stu-
dent, | searched for his email address and
wrote to him, describing how | had come
across his name. He replied, telling me the
woman was his grandmother. He added since
retiring, he had moved back to his old
neighborhood in Cleveland Heights, near the
CMNH. Subsequently, my wife and | have
enjoyed several evenings with him and his
wife, sharing our memories.

Corvus brachyrhynchus pascuihile work-

ing our way through the crows, we encoun-
tered several tags indicting collection in 1924
by the nG. W. Crile

currently reading an autobiography of pioneer-
ing Cleveland surgeon George Washington
Crile, one of
the founders o
The Clevelang
Clinic Founda
tion, and

tee of
CMNH.
remarkable co
incidence,
was at the ex
act section i
the book de
scribing the collecting trip to Florida and the

Keys when we processed the-y&sarold
specimens. The resulting monograph, entitled
AThe Crile Florida Expedi
Holt (ornithologist with the Carnegie Museum

of Pittsburgh) was the first scientific publica-

tion of the Cleveland Museum of Natural His-

tory. The work won the 1926 Walker Prize in
Ornithology. A further connection, not related

to data entry, s | knew
for many years when she was the secretary of

the Department of Astronomy at Case.

Bi

Expedition. o I

So each day that my wife and | sit down to enter
data about Adead birds

mar r yi n glookdamward t@fdrthar secemdipitous connections

to enliven our work.
Peter Pesch, PhD
- Beachwood

Edi t or Beter Pé¢sch ie an Emeritus Profes-
sor of Astronomy at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity, Cleveland. As Chair of the
Astronomy Department, Pesch wi
i ntegral to CWR;
Schmidt telescope on Kitt Peak
tional Observatory south of Tucsc™=
Arizona. Pesch and his wife Donrgs
also volunteer at CMNH with the
Wildlife Division, working with
live education animals. The OOS
thanks Dr. Andy Jones for all phoj
tographs accompanying this story.

wa s con-

MUSEUM SPECIMENS REVEAL
RECENT HISTORY OF
GALAPAGOS FINCHES

Although British Naturalist Charles Darwin (1809
to 1883) was born 200 years ago, his famous Dar-
winbés finches might hol
of Galapagos Island birds in 2009. Museum
specimens in the collection at the California
Academy of Science are revealing clues about
recent population trends to modern day genetic
researchers at The University of Cincinnati (UC).

Darwinds finches aelatged a
endemic finch species known for their variation in
beak size and shape. Diffgummnms
ences in beak morpholo¢

§IIOW each species to Lj%i’i
iferBrl? ' 1§od Présourée!

Genetic profiles generatt il S
from museum specimers = TeSEEEELEE
Large Groufidch. Photo
collected more than 100 yea&Sirtesy Ken Petron.
ago are compared with modern
pulatjons to_genetj ?gly mo itoréinch opula-
Ecgﬁs'thloﬁgﬂ fime.°Thés€ cd pari o"ﬁsyc%nﬁcllttgr-r

mine whether populations are increasing or

Continued on Page 6
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Galapagos Finches, Continued

decreasing in size and whether
there is migration among peop
ulations from island to island.
These characteristics can aid in
estimating extinction probability |
of a population, and reveal potepsrge Trgiech. Photo
tial patterns of disease spread. c°uMesy Ken Petron.

Several conservation projects are currently under-
way in Galapagos to conserve land iguana and giant
tortoise populations. However, new environmental
threats have brought attention to terrestrial bird
populations. The importation of livestock, tourists
and cargo has enormous impact on island ecosys-
tems. Grazing livestock destroy vegetation used by
native birds for food and shelter. Rats and cats are
active predators of eggs and chicks. The introduc-
tion of domestic chickens has allowed the spread of
diseases such as avian pox into the native bird
populations. An introduced mosquito species capa-
ble of transmitting avian malaria has recently made
its way to the islands, and a new parasitic fly has
reduced nesting success in native birds.

Crosstemporal comparisons like those being done
at UC can reveal how finch populations are faring
under these new threats to
Galapagos. Early detection
of population declines is key
to successful conservation
planning. UC geneticists are also involved with the
genetic work for a conservation project for the only
endangeredar wi nds fi nch,
A mangrove specialist, this finch has been reduced
to asingle population on Isabela Island. Genetic
data will assist Galapagos biologists to manage cap-
tive breeding programs and monitor the genetic di-
versity of Mangrove Finches.
Heather Farrington
-Cincinnati

LUMIVERSITY OF

Cincinnati

Edit or Heathsd st e :
. PhD candidate at The Uni-
= versity of Cincinnati. The
| main elements of her re-
WM. search on
B are 1) evaluating changes

' connectivity (migration
among populations)

Photo courtesy Ken Petron.

t he

Birding

time using genetic data from museum specimens, 2)
examining the genetic structure of extinct popula-

tions using museum specimens, and 3) contribution
of genetic analyses to a Mangrove Finch conserva-
tion project currently underway in Galapagos. She
is a native of Canton, Ohio.

NORTH AMERICAN BIRD PHENOLOGY
PROGRAM : S IX MILLION BIRD ARRIVAL
RECORDS NEED PROCESSING

%USG The United States Geological
ettt SUIVEY and the Patuxent Wildlife

Research Center recently
launched an online program which needs volunteers
to transcribe historical bird arrival data. The goal of
the North American Bird Phenology Program
(BPP) is to understand the scope of global climate
change and effect on birds. Phenology is the study
of the relationship between natural phenomena, like
migration, to climatic or seasonal changes.

Begun in 1880, the BPP is the oldest and longest
running bird monitoring program in the US. Six
million records of bird observations were collected
from 1880 to 1970. The program was resurrected
last year. Now, handwritten records of migration
observer cards dating back to the time of President
Rutherford B. Hayes (native of Delaware, Ohio)
have been scanned into a computer and ayoait
transcription into database form.

EMeringgdata i guiteFgasy.cOata from each card
image may take a minute or two to ent&ntering
card data is a perfect activity for those times when
you aren't birding and you are a little bored because
it's the middle of the night or it's raining or in other
words, those times that you might otherwise waste
watching ancient reruns on TV Land.

And the data itself is fascinatindhot only do you

see potentially interesting data about birds, but the
sense of direct connection to observers years ago is
almost palpable.l found myself wondering just
who some of these people were. Is Miss Laughlin

Dar wi rfyéss thefrei anecohserger names on the cards) still

around? She could be, as her data was entered in
1942; if she was a young lady at the time, perhaps
she is still here and could tell us tales of seeing
birds in the same areas that we still find them.

Net wor k



Syrnium occidentale.
Fia

CALIFORKIA: Swmmit, Donner.

‘ e

A single bird seen on a large open flat about
half a mile west of town. It was very tame and flew
from the roadside to a fence post where it watohed me
for some time.

J. A. Loring, May 30 - June 5, 1897.

No doubt J. A. Loring, who entered data in 1897, is
gone now, but | can see him observing Spotted
Owls in California, perhaps as fascinated as we still
are by these wonderful creatures.

You get the idea.lt's fun, it's easy, and it's for a
good causeYou can enter data from a few cards or
hundreds; you can take care of some cards, take a
short or long break, and come back for more
later. You can get your kids involved so that they
can do something other than play games on the
computer. OK, maybe that's too optimistic... But
perhaps kids could make data entry into a school
project.

| strongly recommend viewing the data entry tuto-
rial before you try entering data he tutorial takes
perhaps 15 minutes. Be aware the tutorial is a rather

— North American
) Bird Phenoclogy -Program. ..

B »

large download, so it could be rather a painful wait
on a slow internet connection. Additionally, some
people reported being unable to register, or getting
an error message, on the BPP site through Internet
Explorer: to facilitate the registration process, and
avoid the error message, use the Mozilla Firefox
browser. To learn more, check out BPP at the
USGS Web sitehttp://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bpp/

Bill Heck
- Westerville

Edi t or 6The ANrd 2089 issue oNational
Geographicmagazine traces the history of phenol-
ogy to A.D. 705 when Kyoto royals began re-
cording cherryblossom records in Japan.

Ohi ods Bi

W ORLD SERIES OF ATLASING
JUNE 19 -21 AT BURR OAK SP

This May in New Jersey, The Cape May Bird Ob-
servatory celebrates their 26th annual World Series
of Birding (19842009) as birders from around the
US join forces to raise money for conservation.

But this June, a bit of friendly birding competition
comes to the Buckeye State as the Ohio Breeding
Bird Atl as |1 (OBBA 11
Series of Atl asingo at
competition provides

Ohio birders an opportu-

nity to advance OBBA I

goals. Prizes will be

awarded to teams with

the highest scores in spe-

cific categories. Best of

al |, you donot have to
an fAexperto birder to p
ment for the weekend is to find birds and have fun!

So, start planning your trip to Burr Oak State Park
in southeast Ohio on the border of Athens and Mor-
gan Counties. Camping or rooms at the lodge are
available.

To participate in the World Series of Atlasing,
please contact Aaron Boone, OBBA2 Project Coor-
dinator in advanceopba2@osu.edar call Aaron

at 614247-6458). Find out more information about
OBBA Il and learn how to volunteer your time to
help the projecthttp://www.ohiobirds.org/obba2/

OOS W ELCOMES MEMBERS TO SEND
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF BIRDING
EVENTS, N EWS, & P HOTOS

If you know of a birding event near you

that birders across the state would enjoy,
please keep OOS informed! Perhaps
you have an amazing story or photo to
share. We welcome your ideas and thoughts!

See details on page 11 regarding seasonal deadline:
for submitting information torhe CeruleanEmail

Ann Oliver, Editor ofThe Cerulean
annieobirder@yahoo.cam
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